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How To Protect Yourself From Armed Robbery

By MalaMaal.com

How To Protect Yourself From Armed Robbery

While a purse snatching is one of today's most common crimes facing women, strong arm robbery
(hold−ups, muggings) is the most prevalent act where men are generally the victims.

By observing the basic rules of "common sense" your chances of being victimized are greatly reduced.
Since most strong arm robberies occur during the hours between sunset and sunrise, the best rule to
follow is simply to stay inside at night. However, to even consider being confined to a secure area
after the sun goes down is not only impossible, it is also ridiculous. By observing basic precautionary
measures, chances of your becoming a robbery victim are greatly reduced. Here are some general
rules to follow:

1. Travel well−lighted streets. Avoid dark corners, alleys and entrances to buildings. Always try to
walk on the side of the street nearest oncoming traffic. 2. If you must travel at night regularly, don't
carry more than you can afford to lose. One suggestion is to carry a second wallet containing
a few $1.00 bills and old credit cards, which are normally destroyed or discarded. If confronted
at knife or gunpoint, give the suspect the second wallet and concentrate on a good physical
description to give to the police. 3. There's safety in numbers! If possible, walk with a companion
− either male or female. An armed robber is less likely to confront two or more, than a lone
individual. 4. When waiting for a bus or streetcar, try to select a well lighted area. Aim for a busy
stop where many people will be coming and going. 5. Don't hitchhike or accept rides from
strangers. 6. Avoid taking shortcuts through deserted areas such as parks, playgrounds, vacant
lots, etc. 7. Be cautious entering your car − someone may be hiding inside. Or, when leaving your
car − someone may be waiting. Park in well−lighted areas. 8. Never carry weapons that can be
used against you. 9 If someone ask directions, keep a polite but safe distance. 10. If you are alone
and think you are being followed, head for an occupied building such as a bar, restaurant, filling
station, fire station, etc. If none is available, cross the street in the middle of the block. If there is
street vehicular traffic, try to stop a car for help.

IF YOU ARE CONFRONTED. . . . .
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1. DO NOT RESIST! Cooperate! Give the criminal whatever he asks for − wallet, keys, jewelry,
credit cards or whatever. Your life is more valuable than replaceable possessions. 2. Don't make
any sudden, unexpected moves. A nervous criminal may think you are reaching for a concealed
weapon. 3. If the suspect claims he has a gun, knife, razor or whatever in his pocket, never try to
force his bluff. 4. Never try to be a hero and apprehend the criminal yourself. 5. Notify police as
soon as possible.
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It Can't Happen to Me.....Can It?

By Denise Hall

We all know scams abound on the internet. The types we're probably most familiar with are the "get
rich quick" schemes and the "Nigerian scam" letters. If you're smart and you've done your homework
you'll steer clear of both.

But other types of fraudulent activity take place that we don't think about as often. In fact, we might not
think about them at all until it happens to us or someone we know.
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Do you know how easy it is for someone to steal your credit or debit card number and buy things that
*you'll* be charged for?

True Story:

A friend of mine recently found a purchase on her debit card that neither she, nor her husband, had
made. $75 was *stolen* from their bank account!

True Story:

Another friend discovered two $38 charges on her credit card statement that she hadn't made. The
purchases had been made over the internet, but she had never bought anything online. Actually, the
only thing she *ever* used that particular credit card for was to put gas in her car!

Did you know that customers can order a product or service from you, receive what they paid for, then
tell their bank, credit card company or third party internet payment processor that they *never* made
that purchase?

True Story:

*Two* of my friends, who own ad co−ops, received orders from customers for ezine advertising. The
ads went out to the ezine readers, then the customers claimed they hadn't made the purchases!

It's highway robbery. No, make that "The Information Highway" robbery. But don't think it only happens
online. It's been happening for years offline, as well.

These scenarios, and others, happen every single day. Are you prepared when it's *your* turn?

That's what I thought. You've never considered these things before, have you?

We're *all* at risk for this type of theft. Online and offline it's possible for each and every one of us to be
ripped off by scam artists.

Internet business owners are especially at risk because, with the technology of computers, people

really *can* make fraudulent purchases easily. They can also request fraudulent refunds just as easily.

As an online business owner you can find yourself with a real dilemma. How do you know that the
person who's buying your product is the true owner of that credit card? How do you know that once a
customer receives your product they won't falsely request a refund?

It's not an easy situation, is it? It falls into the catagory of "things that make you go hmmmmmm..."
doesn't it?

There are methods you can apply to help you avoid such circumstances. There are also steps you can
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take to recoup your money if you're a victim of fraud.

For your own safety, please be sure you take measures to protect your personal money and your
business profits. For more information you can get an excerpt from the e−book, Get Inside the Minds of
Scam Artists! Discover the Tricks of Their Trade! by sending an e−mail to this address:

mailto:hbb_newsletter_excerpt@a1ebiz.com

Denise Hall is the owner of Home Business on a Budget which specializes in tools and resources for
your home business needs. Visit

http://www.home−business−on−budget.com

today. Subscribe to Home

Business on a Budget Newsletter for weekly articles, tips, information and resources. To Subscribe

mailto:hbb_newsletter@a1ebiz.com

If you would like to receive her new articles when they are written, please

mailto:denise_hall@freeautobot.com

.

This article may be reprinted in its entirety with this resource box included.

dmh0226@voyager.net
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