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First, | need to figure out when he is digging. Since | know the dog and his lifestyle, | can rule out
several factors such as boredom or puppyhood or gophers, etc...

| noticed that every time he would start digging holes he was in the yard playing with a friend's dog,
unsupervised.

So, | first need to MAKE SURE that it was ACTUALLY MY DOG that was the perpetrator. A quick look
at his feet would suggest that it was.

Next, | needed to figure out if he would dig ANY TIME he was left alone in the yard or if it was only
when another dog was present.

To figure this out, | simply left the dog in the yard alone with access to the rose garden several times...
and came back to find that he had not dug.

So... it stands to reason that the only time my dog is digging in the yard is when there is another dog in
the yard. (Who knows why? There could be a million unexplained reasons that only the dog knows. All
| need in order to fix the behavior is knowledge of the dog and the circumstances).

Now, | know that to fix any behavior problem | need to make the dog experience a NEGATIVE
ASSOCIATION with the actual ACT of doing that behavior. In this case, digging in the garden.

And he needs to experience that same negative association EVERY TIME HE DIGS!

In this case, | must be 100% diligent to never leave Forbes unsupervised in the yard when there is
another dog in the yard.

Of course, if he was digging by himself, then I'd need to confine him to a kennel run where he cannot
dig when I'm not supervising him. Or if there is another dog visiting then | will need to bring Forbes
inside, put him in the kennel run, or use the presence of the other dog as a "set up."

The next step is to make sure that he associates that negative (correction) just as he starts to dig.
There are two ways | can do this: The Lazy Man's Way and the Old Fashioned Way. Both methods are
based on the same principle.

The Old Fashioned Way to make sure that the dog gets a motivational negative association when he
digs is to:

Step 1.) Leave a pinch collar and tab (one foot leash) on the dog when he's outside in the yard with
another dog.

Step 2.) Bury hardware mesh or chicken wire in the spot where he's been digging. The chicken wire
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should be buried two to three inches below the surface. Dogs don't like scraping their paws against this
stuff. So, right off the bat you've got an immediate negative association.

Step 3.) Spy on him and just wait until he start to dig.

Step 4.) As soon as he begins to dig, yell "No No No!" as you run outside and give the dog a
correction. As long as you continue to say "No no no" as you run to the dog, the dog WILL still
associate the correction with the behavior.

Step 5.) Be 100% consistent until you are 100% sure that the dog isn't digging any more.

The Lazy Man's Way to fix this problem behavior is to use a remote electronic collar (e—collar).
Everything else remains the same. (Click on the link above to read about my recommendations for
buying a remote electronic training collar).

When using the e—collar for this behavior, I'd turn the setting up to the high level. Your goal is to create
absolute avoidance to this behavior (digging in the garden). And you want him to think that the dirt just

jumped up and bit him! Usually if you correct the dog with the electronic collar for this type of behavior,
you've only got to do it twice before the dog decides that it's in his best interest to leave your garden
alone.

To read more of my dog training ramblings, read about my book (click below):
Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer!
http://tinyurl.com/4efaq

Author, "Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer!" which you can read more about
at:http://tinyurl.com/4efaq

7 Ways To Help Stop Your Dog From Digging Up Your Garden
By Michael Webber

Dogs love to dig, let's face it, it is a very natural and instinctual part of their makeup, and "it is a very
enjoyable behavior for them" says Deborah L. Forthman, Ph.D. digging is something that dogs have
been doing from the beginning, but there are ways to reduce the amount your dog digs.

Here are 7 different methods to help train your dog not to dig.

1.Before you begin with your dog obedience training on how to stop him from digging, try to figure out
exactly what is causing your dog to behave that way. If he is very persistent into digging in one area,
you may use the dog training command "leave" while using treats to distract him. You can also distract
him by using a particular smell that excites him. These dog behavior modification methods typically
work very well.

2. Try not to do any type of gardening and digging when your dog is around because remember that
your dog looks up to you and wants to obey you, that being the case when your dog sees you digging
and playing in the yard of course he will also think that is what he should be doing.
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3. Exercise is a very important aspect of your dog's health, and not only that, the more exercise your
dog gets, and the more energy the expends, the less likely that your dog will be able to muster up the
energy, or the desire to go digging up your yard. If you find that your dog tends to like to dig at
particular times of the day, then make sure you give him plenty of exercise around those times if
possible so that he just can't be bothered digging.

4. Make sure that you are more understanding and less scolding with your dogs digging habit,
particularly during the winter months. Often during the winter months dogs will dig more than the rest of
the year the reasons that these years that your dog has a natural instinct for finding warmer places and
dogs sense that by digging, they will get into a warmer area and this is certainly correct. If and when
you do notice that your dog is digging more frequently when the temperature is cooler outside, then it is
very important to be understanding and not to scold your dog for doing that, but relieve the situation by
providing the right environment for him.

5. There are some dogs that absolutely positively can't resist digging, so rather than trying to go
against nature and stop them altogether, let's take a different approach and create a special spot for
your dog to dig in. Most dog experts agree that for some breeds it is almost impossible to prevent them
from digging 100% of the time, and because your dog enjoys digging so much, train him to only dig in
his special spot. The area you provide for him to did in doesn't need to be that big, something around
three or four foot by six—foot should do the trick nicely.

6. Having your dog neutered or spade is one sure way to reduce their desire to dig because their drive
to mate is drastically reduced, and without your dog having a strong desire to mate you almost
certainly have a lot less holes in your yard.

7. Be very careful that if you do correct your dog when you catch him digging in the yard that you only
do it with warmth and compassion, and that you absolutely must do it at the moment in time that he is
digging and that you don't wait for him to stop and then correct him. This will reinforce whatever he is

doing with your response, if you wait until he is finished and you scold him then he will get the wrong
message.

Instead when you catch him digging try to immediately replace one activity with another, so therefore
distract him from his digging and replace it with an enjoyable activity for him to do. If you continually do
this it will help modify his behavior and reduce your dogs digging adventures.

Michael Weber is a passionate dog owner who studies the psychology of dogs, Michael helps people
communicate properly with their dogs and to fix dog behavior problems fast. Visit here for Your Free
Multi Media Mini Course:
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