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If you are one of the millions of parents who receive sporadic child support payments, here are three
strategies you can use to improve the untimely receipt of child support payments.

Caution: These strategies will not work for everyone, but remember nothing from nothing leaves
nothing.

1. If you are to receive child support payments, insist the paying parent buy a life insurance policy
covering the term of the payments, naming you as the owner and beneficiary. Your "ex" will be unable
to change the beneficiary without your agreement. Try to have this court ordered at the time the child
support order is established.

2. Take action if delinquent parents are consistently late or refuse to pay child support altogether. You
may need an attorney or intervention from your local child support enforcement agency.

A measure you may want to take before seeking legal assistance is offering to renegotiate the amount
of the child support order. This may sound unfair, even unheard of, but understand that if the amount
set by the court does not realistically allow the paying parent to maintain a decent standard of living,
the parent is more opt to stop working or leave the state. The question you must ask: Is it better to
receive a slightly less amount consistently or a larger amount inconsistently or not at all. You and the
paying parent are the only ones who will know if this option would work.

3. Allow the paying parent to use a variety of methods to pay child support. Child support for some
parents is more than money. It may be food, clothing, recreational activities, daycare. If the paying
parent is willing to provide pre−paid credit cards, gift cards from movie theaters, clothing stores, grocery
stores, gas stations etc. all of these items provided, in addition to the court−ordered child support may
assist in reducing arrears or assisting when the child support payments have been reduced.

Both parents should understand that together it is their responsibility to care for the well−being of their
child, and both are responsible for keeping a record of all contributions made above and beyond the
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court−ordered child support payments. Court ordered child support payments are only necessary when
one or both parents refuse to take responsibility for the financial welfare of their child. So...do the right
thing.

Detra D. Davis is a Consultant, and technical writer with over 20 years of experience. She writes
technical and operational manuals, and works as Parent Educator teaching workshops on the
importance of establishing paternity and paying child support. Detra may be reached at 313−446−0896,
at www.supportingourchildren.com or by mail at J. Davis & Associates Publishing, P. O. Box 44782,
Detroit, MI 48244−0782, Attention: Detra D. Davis.
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6 Ways to Prevent Child Abduction

1. Never leave your child alone in a public place, car, or stroller.

2. Point out a safe house or houses in your neighborhood, where children can go if they are in trouble.

3. Check older friends of your child and all potential babysitters.

4. Do not use clothing and toys with your child's name on it. A child will less likely to fear someone who
knows his/her name.

5. Always accompany your child into a public restroom.

6. Keep an up−to−date color photograph of your child, a Child ID, and medical and dental history, and
have your child fingerprinted.

Child abduction is a growing concern and there are simple precautions that you can take to help
safeguard your children.

Monique Dyer, President of Accurate Drug & DNA Testing, a Atlanta−based company selling on−site
drug testing kits to businesses and DNA Testing services to consumers. She currently has a bi−weekly
child safety tips newsletter, promoting safety with Children's identification, fingerprinting, and DNA Kit
to parents. To subscribe go the website at the bottom of the page
http://www.accuratedna.com/childrenSAFEGUARD YOUR CHILD!
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