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Since receiving child support payments and back-child support payments for over twenty years, it's no
secret how that support has helped to provide for my child's well-being. Fortunately | was able to use a
portion of my child support funds to make more money by starting a small business. If you really give it
some thought | am sure you too can come up with a home-based business idea that will help you
provide a little something extra for your family.

It's no secret that these are difficult economic times for many parents but particularly for parents who
have only one income. Today everyone appears to need several streams of income and in this volatile
and often unpredictable economy operating a home-based business is one available option.

Consider operating one of the 5 home-based businesses. None involve a lot of start—-up money and
although they won't make you a millionaire, they will allow you to provide for the additional needs of
your family. Believe it or not a one time in my life | have had to do each one.

1.Home work Tutor

Do you like to listen to your children read? Are you patient and caring? Do you visit the teacher's store
in your area buying little books that can help your own children read, write or do basic math? Would
you like to help another child in your neighborhood? If you think you might be interested in helping
children with their homework, become a homework tutor. There are busy parents who do not have the
time to help their own children and would appreciate someone making sure their children understand
and complete their homework. Remember parents are not only paying for your willingness to review
their child's home work, they are paying for your time and expertise. Make sure you provide parents
with a weekly progress report and ask them to let their child's teacher know they are working with a
homework tutor, so your efforts will not be in vain.

2.Letter Writing Service
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Several hundred years ago only clergymen and professionals were literate. Today even literate
individuals need help writing letters, particularly written complaint letters and letters seeking a
resolution or response to a concern. If you enjoy the research involved in helping to resolve everyday
problems this may be the home-based business for you. There is little doubt that you will encounter a
wide variety of needs as a professional letter writer and your goal is not to solve a problem but to write
in such a way that you bring the problem to light. Think carefully about who might need your services
and why and remember there is power in the pen or in the keyboard.

3.Mystery Shopper

Can you shop till you drop? Would you like to get paid to shop? This may be the home-based business
that fits your schedule and fore fills your need to make extra money. Mystery shoppers, also known as
secret shoppers have been around for many years. Their purpose is to complete service checks,

performance evaluations and frontline evaluations along with other checks and balances requested by
the company employing the mystery shopper. Mystery shoppers enable trained researchers to take a
"birds—eye-view" of a shopper's experience. It also allows management the opportunity to quickly and
efficiently evaluate their business practices, deliverables, and employees from the perspective of a
non-bias consumer. If you would like to learn more about becoming a mystery shopper visit:

4.Community Foody

Do you have a food specialty? Is there a dish you prepare that is always a family favorite? Have you
ever tried to sell your special cheesecake or gumbo? Today everyone seems to be consumed with
thoughts of food, and why not since most of us have little time to cook or even think about cooking. The
old adage "l owe, | owe, so off to work | go" is more true today than ever before. Take a look around
your community and visit bakeries and cafes, is something missing? Is there a café that would benefit
from your double fudge pecan cluster ice cream or those lovely black currant scones? You may want to
start small and deliver a few goodies to a local eatery in your area. You may want to sell your recipe to
a local bakery or become a recipe developer for a number of restaurants in your area. Are you into
recipe contest? Commercial food companies are always looking for a new original recipe and they are
willing to pay. What have you got to lose? As Nike would say..."just do it!"

5.Teach Your Talent

Few people know that according to the No Child Left Behind legislation all school districts should be
offering parent involvement opportunities to participating Title | parents. These opportunities may be in
the form of a parent enrichment seminars/workshops. You can teach your talent and get paid for it. All
Title 1 eligible schools have parent involvement funds that can only be used to provide parents with
information that will assist them in helping their child achieve in school. Children cannot achieve when
parents are homeless, jobless, illiterate and lack the skills to help their child do well in school. There
are many people who have the skill and ability to teach resume writing, job seeking skills, tutor or teach
adult reading, and help parents clean up their credit. If you think you could present this type of material
in a professional manner, create a proposal and submit it to schools in your district. The funds
available to provide these services to parent must be used or school districts will be penalized. This is
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a great way to make a real difference in your community.

Detra D. Davis is a Consultant, trainer and technical writer with over 20 years of experience. She writes
technical manuals, operations manuals, and offers business development trainings. She is a former
Public Health Educator and has taught a number of workshops promoting the importance of
establishing paternity and paying child support. Detra may be reached at 313-446-0896, at

or by mail at J. Davis & Associates Publishing, P. O. Box 44782,

Detroit, Ml 48244-0782, Attention: Detra D. Davis.

Start Up Your Passion: Startup ldeas From My Home-Based Business Advisor
By Terry Nicholls

Where can | get free startup ideas to help start my home business? What possible ideas can | come
up? | don't know anything. | can't do anything. | have no skills.

Sound familiar? | went through the same thing many times myself. But don't worry, My Home-Based
Business Advisor has you covered. We're going to help you come up with lots of startup ideas.

First of all, everyone knows something, or can do something, that someone else would like to know or
be able to do.

Second, and this is extremely important, you must do something that you like! | can't emphasize this
enough. If you pick a startup idea that looks profitable but isn't something that you will like doing every
day, then you're setting yourself up for a lot of frustration and, eventually, failure. You won't stick with it
because you don't like it!

It's easier than you think to come up with ideas for your business startup that you will actually like to
do! It's called brainstorming.

Brainstorming Startup ldeas

To get you started, take out a notebook or pad of paper and a pencil. Now, write down what you're
passionate about what do you like to do in your spare time? what do you talk about most? read

about?

Do you have a hobby? Write it down. What are your natural talents? Write them down, too.

What expertise do you have from your job? What do you do every day automatically, without thinking
about it? Remember, being a full-time mother and housewife (it's not a bad word, you know) is a job in

itself. Again, what do you do every day without even thinking about it? Write it all down.

See what we're getting at here? All these things are possible business startup ideas. Things you like.
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Things you enjoy doing.
More Specific Startup Ideas

The Internet has changed the face of business forever. Yes, you can do business without it. But your
competition doesn't, and pretty soon you'll realize that they're more successful than you because of it.
You can market products or services directly over the Internet or simply use your website to generate
extra publicity for your local customers. Here are five of the most popular (and profitable) business
startup ideas: Sell Information Sell A Product You Make Buy Low, Sell High(er) Be An Affiliate

Create Your Own Expert Site

For a more detailed explanation, and more great advice for your home-based business, please visit

Terry Nicholls
My Home-Based Business Advisor

Copyright © 2004 by Terry Nicholls. All Rights Reserved.

Terry Nicholls writes from his own experience as someone who wanted to start his own home-based
business. Now that he has, visit

for free help for YOUR home

business, including ideas, startup, and expansion advice. Make your passion explode.
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