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If you haven't already found one, or worked with one in the past, you need to find a vet. Pick one you
feel comfortable with, and who answers your questions in full, completely and gives you answers you
can understand. You don't need a vet who talks down to you, or acts like you're too dumb to
understand what they're saying!

Find a vet, if possible, who specializes in small animals (as opposed to one who treats large and small
- like horses, cows, cats and dogs.) Your community may only have vets that do a little bit of
everything - and there's nothing wrong with that, if that's all that's available, but I'll remind you - you
usually go to a specialist for your health issues, don't you?

If you're new in the community, or haven't needed a vet before - word of mouth is a great way to start
looking for a new vet. Ask everybody you can get your hands on - co−workers, friends with pets, local
humane societies or shelters. Ask questions: are they happy with their vet? Do they like the way
they're treated when they take their dogs in?

If your dog is a particular breed, check with the local or state breed associations to find out who they
use, or local breeders. This can be especially useful if you buy a puppy from a local breeder, because
the vet will have seen your puppy and know at least some of his history.
You may want a holistic vet. Go to their website at www.ahvma.org and check out their referral
directory. Or contact them via phone at (410) 569−0795
You may also be interested in a veterinarian who has been trained in acupuncture through the
International Veterinary Acupuncture XE "Acupuncture" Society. Log onto their website XE
"International Veterinary Acupuncture Society" at http://www.ivas.org or call 970−266−0666.
Once you have a referral from someone you trust, here are some questions to ask:

1. What services does the vet offer?
Is it a one−doctor office, or a multi−doctor practice? As vets try to streamline services many are
consolidating practices and forming partnerships and group practices. There's nothing wrong with this
- just be aware that you may not always see the same vet. And find out if they offer 24 hour
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emergency services, or if he or she is affiliated with someone in the area who does. Like everything
else in life, illness or accidents don't always happen between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

2. Does the vet offer a full surgery suite with on−site lab work? X−rays? Ultrasound?
If the vet has to send all lab tests to an outside agency to be processed, you may be getting popped
with additional charges because those tests aren't being performed or processed in−house.

3. Get a fee schedule.
Cost is usually one of the biggest considerations for dog owners, and it should be lowest on the list of
importance, at least in my mind. Not because cost isn't important - of course it is, but − if you have a
vet that you're happy with - who gives your dog the best care you can possibly find in your area - does

paying a little extra for that care really matter in the long run?

4. Check out the physical characteristics of the facility.
Is it clean, or does it smell? Are the ads or magazines in the waiting room current? (That may not
sound important, but if the staff and doctors aren't keeping up−to−date on the latest and greatest
information, this may not be the place you want to bring your dog.)

5. Communication - by that I mean how well does your vet communicate with you?
Will he or she explain the condition or illness in terms that you can easily understand, or do they try to
confuse you with high−tech or medical jargon? A good vet will go over treatment options with you,
explain necessary tests, review x−rays or test results, give complete and clear instructions for home
care or further testing requirements, etc.

Take your time to do a complete and thorough evaluation before choosing a new vet. Your dog's life
literally depends on what choice you make. Make it a careful one.
http://tinyurl.com/6u2cj

Author, "Dog Training Secrets!"To transform your stubborn, misbehaving dog into a loyal,
well−behaving "best friend" who obeys your every command and is the envy of the neighborhood, visit:
http://tinyurl.com/6u2cj

Do You Know How To Best Look After Your Dog's Health?

By NS Kennedy

As a loving pet owner, you want your dog to live a great life. You can do this thanks to the many
advances in veterinary medicine. Dogs can live longer and healthier. And, the quality of your dog's
health is all about how well you and your vet work together to make it so.

Your first vet visit should be within the first ten days that you own her. In this time period, the vet will
get measurements and weights for her. They will also check the blood and stool of the animal to
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insure there are no health concerns there. It is also important for you to get some basic education on
modern pet care from your vet during that first appointment. The vet will be able to tell you how to
brush the dog's teeth, how to clean his ears as well as how to clip toenails. Just ask.

The next thing that you should keep in mind is your dog's food. A well balanced diet will include foods
that are good quality and in the correct amounts. Your dog needs the right nutrients to sustain a
healthy lifestyle. You can always ask your vet which is the best food for your dogs as well as
understanding how much to feed them. You don't have to purchase the highest priced product on the
store shelves either. Some of the most costly are not even that good for your dog. There are great
inexpensive choices for you as well.

You need to give your dog exercise. It helps to strengthen muscles and keeps her weight under
control. It helps with the immune system of the pet as well. You may actually have to encourage your
dog to be active. If a dog seems to be a couch potato type animal, you need to find a way to get them
moving. Other dogs are naturally active. You should put some time each day aside for the exercise of
your pet.

Your dog will need to be seen by the vet at least once per year. This will allow the vet to insure the
dog's health as well as test for parasites that may be there. Blood and stool samples will be used for
this. It is important to do this so that the vet can spot and treat problems before they threaten your
dog's health severely. You should also mention anything different that your dog is doing during this
time. For example some pets will lick paint or will eat strange substances. These are signs that
something is medically wrong and you should bring it to your vet's attention.

Also important during this visit is that the vaccines will be updated. This is very important to your dog's
life. And, in some areas, it is required by law to have them done.

Lastly, you'll need to know how to choose a vet. Do it the same way you would choose your own
doctor. They should be someone that you trust and feel comfortable talking with. The vet should
encourage your questions and support your needs.

is a resource which will help you find infomation, hints and tips to keeping

your dog happy and healthy. http://www.best−pet−health.info This article may be reprinted in full so
long as the resource box and live links are included intact.
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