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7 Steps to Marketing Success
by Kathleen Gage

In the past it didn't take nearly as much marketing effort to
build a business as it does today. Unfortunately, many people are holding on to the belief that things
are still the way they were and are not doing what needs to be done to make their businesses succeed.

Marketing your business is something that is a constant process and
takes a considerable amount of focus and commitment.

Competition in virtually ever industry has increased. Additionally,
there is no guarantee that once you do manage to attract a customer
to your business they will keep coming back. We have a highly mobile
and fickle society. This simply means it is more important than ever
to evaluate what you are doing, why you are doing it, and what you
must do in the future in order to stay competitive.
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Here are some steps you can take to increase your chances of success
in your business.

1.Get clear on your values and mission. I recently read a book
called "The Path" by Laurie Beth Jones. She begins the book
with a story her uncle told her of his experience during World War II. According to her uncle, if an
unidentified person appeared to a
soldier and could not immediately identify their mission, they were
shot on site. Wow! Would this ever make a person clear on their
mission. It was literally the difference between life and death.

This can hold true in business. If we are not clear on our values and

mission it is easy to flounder and eventually our business could die.
However, by being very clear on your values and your mission, you are
assured more of a chance for your business to grow and thrive.
Take time to write out what your values are. From there, create a
statement that clearly defines what you offer your customers and
clients. If you find that you are getting off track with what is
important, simply take time to review your written statement.

2.Effective and realistic planning. I strongly suggest you create a
solid marketing plan. As a result of completing the plan you will be
much better prepared and know whether or not your marketing idea is
feasible. Additionally, take time to fully understand how marketing
works. Marketing is not a one−time shot or one size fits all. You
must plan your campaigns. You must be committed for the long−term and
test various types of campaigns as you move forward. The more solid
your plan, the more success you will experience.

3.Take action. Once you create a good marketing plan take the
necessary actions outlined in the plan. More times than I care to
think about, I have talked to business people who put together plan
after plan after plan and yet, don't take appropriate or
consistent action on the plan. For whatever reason time is invested in the plan, but then very little, if
anything, is done. Again, keep the long−term goals in mind as you take action.

4. Have realistic expectations. Many people expect overnight results
and give up when the results they wanted don't materialize as
they had hoped. Unrealistic expectations always lead to frustration and dissatisfaction. Talk to other
business people to find out what they are experiencing at any given time. You may be surprised at
what you will learn.

Define realistic, quantifiable performance metrics that reflect your
business goals.
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5. Be persistent and persevere. There are going to be times when you
get very frustrated with what is going on around you. If you
don't think this is true my guess is you haven't been doing what you
are doing for very long. Truth be told, business can be extremely
frustrating. There are times things can seem so overwhelming you
wonder how you can get through the situation. It is when you revisit
why you are doing what you are doing and what your purpose in
business is that you can get back on track. If success were easy,
everyone would have it. Persistence and perseverance can pay
handsomely.

6. Create a focused marketing message. The main purpose of marketing
is to identify the appropriate markets for your products and services
and then open up a conversation with those markets. That simply means
finding market segments that can benefit from your products or
services and communicating with them in a way that motivates them to

take action.

Keep in mind; the first action is not always going to be to buy. Your
customers first action my simply be to stop by your store. Maybe it
is to make a phone call to gain more information. Perhaps it is
visiting your website to fill in a request form.

Regardless of what the first step is it is what you do after someone
takes the first action is crucial to the success of your business.
Develop a solid follow up system that allows you to develop long−term
relationships with your client base. The health of your bottom line
depends on it.

7. Believe in yourself and your vision. Regardless of how much you
want something, there will be times the temptation is to give up and
throw in the towel. The greatest test of your character is to be
willing to follow through to the very end. You must find ways to
believe in who you are and keep your vision close to your heart. Many
years ago I was taught to keep going on my dreams and to not quit
five minutes before the miracle.

Fact is I never know when the miracle will arrive. The only way to
find out is continue forward in spite of all outward appearances.

Progress to Success

By Nicholas Dixon
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It was supposed to happen in thirty days. Buy the ebook with the holy grail to online success and then
watch life unfold. But that was several months ago.

You sit and wonder what are you doing wrong. You have been over the same steps again and again
but still nothing changes. You are considering giving up thinking that you are not cut out for this.

No wonder why 95 % of online marketers fail. Most are ready for some quick cash instead of digging in
for the long haul. It is a human weakness which will always be exploited.

I have been there. Several years ago. But I am still here hanging around. What made me decide to
stick around ? The quest to know the truth about Internet marketing.

The learning curve in online marketing can be steep indeed. But it is worth every day spent separating
the myths from reality. Once you find out what really works, there is no stopping you.

The most important lesson you can learn is to be able to stick around. That's what those succeeding
are doing. Stickiness. It can make you and your enterprises successful.

Persistence. That's the word. Learn all the marketing techniques there is, but don't leave out this
mental attribute. Many have ride on it's wave to success, so can you.

Just remember that overnight success is usually years or months in the making. Not one day.

To your success and mine....... ,

Nicholas

© Nicholas Dixon

Nicholas Dixon is the publisher and editor of The Roc newsletter. Visit

and subscribe to receive helpful resources and articles.

Progress to Success
Did You Know Your Mind−Set IS Your Problem?
"Three Steps For Success"
Strategize Your Marketing!
Defining Success: What Does it Mean to You

Instant Unzip Software
Success Secrets
Disaster Preparedness and Crime Protection Manual
Starting a Successful Retail Business
The Ultimate Rose Garden− Neighbors envy, owners pride!
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