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A Better World through Child Sponsorship
By Joseph Hogue
Child sponsorship enables a common person in an evolved country to aid a child from a poorly

developed part of the world until he can become independent. This aid consists in money, clothes,
moral support and anything that can make a difference. This practice is usually conducted through a
child sponsorship organization which deals with money transfers and contacts between sponsors and
children. Though they are sometimes blamed for creating cultural gaps between children of the 3rd
world, the child sponsorship organizations are the ones that strive to give a helping hand when
everyone else has turned their backs to the fate of the unfortunate. Child sponsorship focuses on
needy children who lack even minimal food, water and shelter and who live a tough life without anyone
caring for them or providing them with an education.

Some of the most affected countries are Paraguay, Peru, Guatemala, Honduras, Colombia and Brazil
and each presents a different challenge for child sponsorship organizations. 1. Brazil is one special
case as this is a country of extremes. Rich neighborhoods coexist near slums and shack towns.
Children are often used for labor here and education is almost non—-existent. 2. Colombia is a country
torn by wars where child sponsorship is hard to find. Children there are often trained to become
soldiers or bombers and the only education they get is meant to teach them how to use a weapon. 3.
Honduras is divided into very rich and extremely poor. Child sponsorship organizations have a hard
time getting over the corruption and poverty. Housing is minimal and education is the same. Only 24 %
of the population is able to read, therefore this country needs immediate child sponsorship. 4.
Guatemala is the place where almost all the children are unhappy. The rate of infant death is high and
education is poor. Child sponsorship could really do some good here by help at least some of the 60%
of children that live in rural areas. They are the ones that are put to work in the fields early in their life.
5. Peru is a country where most of the children are not well educated. A child sponsorship program
would really help in a country where most of the population is very poor and in need of desperate help.
6. However beautiful Paraguay is, 60% of its population suffers of poverty. The children are the ones
with the biggest problems. Reports show that 1 third of them never finish school because they can't
speak the national language.

NGOs, as child sponsorship organizations are also called, have no profit out of the activity they lead.
This is why frauds appear all of the time. There are some false child sponsorship organizations that
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actually take the money for their personal interests instead of delivering it to the children. However true
this may be, there are still some people that want to do good to poor souls in need. They deserve to be
given the chance to save someone if they can and if they are willing to. One should not generalize and
say all child sponsorships are fakes because of some exceptions. Contacting a child sponsorship
organization is quite simple. One can use communication by mail, fax or through the Internet. Some
companies allow persons to send payment VIA e—mail or by using online payment. There are two ways
to sponsor a child. Periodical payment is one of them and it is the most benefit for a child.

It is not gratitude that makes the best payment a person can receive from a child, but knowing he has
made a positive change in the world and his actions will reflect in many more in turn.

Those interested in giving the needy a chance to have an education through
child sponsorship
please

click this link to find out more. Books and Dreams seeks to improve the quality of life for the millions of
impoverished and neglected children of Latin America. We conduct literacy and basic education

programs and support libraries with books and educational materials across Latin America.
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As a child | wanted to ask why

| was handed a remote control;

As a child | wanted to touch a leaf

| was told to wash my hands;

As a child | wanted to hear the

sounds of a bird

| was told they were "dirty" and

full of germs;

As a child | wanted to reach for the

stars

| was told that weapons and rockets were already there;
As a child | saw other children crying in the news and on the TV
| was told we were "winning the war";

As a child | wanted to color a rainbow

But | wasn't allowed to play on the computer;

As a child | took a stick and drew pictures in the soil,
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| was told that it interfered with the landscaping;

As a child my heart was full of joy

| was told to be quiet so everyone could hear the TV,

As a child my eyes wanted to take everything in

| was told to close them and dance to the beat;

As a child | was bewildered and hurting

| was told that we live in a Great Nation;

As a child — | grew up

Into a world filled with greed, rage, and anger,

Now my child asks, wonders, and feels,

And | will let him discover, ask, and find,;

I will let him explore his world, holding in my heart the fear that there won't be one soon;
But, in the meantime, he will know what love, and fun, and touching and feeling is all about
So help me God.

©Arleen M. Kaptur 2003 February

Arleen has written books, and articles on Simple Living Please visit her site:
http://www.arleenssite.com
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