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A Culture−Fest In Barcelona

By Rent City Apartments

Barcelona is one of those cities you can visit again and again. Its fantastic location, within reach of

some of Spain's most beautiful coastline, together with its history, architecture and huge cultural
programme is what makes it one of Europe's most popular city destinations.

So, how can you max−out on culture when you visit Barcelona? Here are just a few suggestions:

1. The Picasso Museum

Barcelona is awash with museum, both public and private, and the Picasso Museum is a must−see on
any tourist's itinerary. Picasso trained in Barcelona, and so the museum displays a comprehensive
selection of the work he created whilst studying in the city. It is an important collection that shows his
technical skills and his growth as an artist. In addition, there is a collection of over 40 ceramic pieces,
which were donated to the museum by Jacqueline Picasso in the 1980s. Housed in magnificent
medieval palaces, and with classical music concerts as well as the art collection, the Picasso Museum
is not to be missed.

2. The Architecture

Costing you nothing but tired feet at the end of the day, you can view the history of Barcelona through
its buildings. From its Roman Walls, visit the Gothic quarter, where the Cathedral, public and private
buildings all take you back in time to the city's Medieval period. See Modernisme buildings that are
also World Heritage Sites and modern buildings such as those built for the 1992 Olympic Games, and
you'll have walked through thousands of years of Barcelonian history in just one day.

3. Festivals

Like any major city, Barcelona hosts a number of festivals each year. One of the most popular and
best−known is the Barcelona Grec Summer Festival, which encompasses a wide range of productions
and performers. In addition, festivals such as the Ciutat Vella Flamenco Festival and the Barcelona
Guitar Festival give visitors a true taste of Spanish art and culture.
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There's a whole lot of other cultural activities and events to keep you busy on your visit to this amazing
city - and you'll want to come back for more

Rent City Apartments offers a range of apartments for business and holiday travellers. Visit their
website by clicking on

http://www.webeventseurope.com/Internet_Marketing_Consulting/article7547.aspx

.

A Country Within A Country: Travel To Barcelona

By Frank Johnson

The distinctive regional culture of Barcelona is largely due to geography and a plentitude of national
pride and elitism. Barcelona is the capital of Catalonia, one of Spain's 17 semi−autonomous states. The
regional language is Catalan, along with the national language of Castilian Spanish. There has long
been pressure from the Catalonian government and nationalists to earn complete autonomy from
Spain. Consequently, the exclusive culture can be difficult to adjust to and there is significant animosity
towards foreigners around the main tourist street of Las Ramblas. To thoroughly enjoy the sweet life
and gentle hospitality of Barcelona, leave this busy area and explore the many diverse districts,
endless with possibility.

Café Life and Nightlife for the Night Owl Barcelona is truly a city that never sleeps, particularly during
the warm Mediterranean summers. Avoid standing out like a sore thumb by eating dinner when the
locals do: after 10 p.m. It is common to see children, grandparents and the family dog gathering at the
outdoor cafes at these hours when the day's work is finished and time for friends and family has
commenced. Since Barcelona hosted the Olympics in 1992, the city has been revamped with visitor
friendly attractions such as the massive Olympic Village, a string of swanky restaurants, state−of−the−art
nightclubs and boutiques along the beach. Most nightclubs do not get going until after 1 a.m. and
club−goers typically wander out onto the beach around 5:30 to watch the sunrise over the
Mediterranean.

A Modernista Mecca The architectural wonders of Barcelona will keep even the most novice eye
bewildered and intrigued. Antoni Gaudi decorated Barcelona with his treasures of modernism as a
painter on a canvas. The grand boulevard of Passeig de Gracia is lined with elaborately adorned Casa
Batllo and Casa Mila, both with the most intricate rooftops known to modern architecture. Arguably the
most stunning of Gaudi's work is the Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia. Each of the church's
facades are meticulously designed with different themes and styles combining nature with religion and
the soaring towers topped with mosaic grapes are built around a conch−like coiled staircase that
visitors may choose to take instead of the elevator. Another tribute to Barcelona's artistic heritage is
the Palau da la Musica Catalana. A view of the glass and mosaic inverted chandelier on the ceiling of
the theater is alone worth the visit. Daily tours are offered in addition to the regularly held musical
performances. Afterward, get lost in the tiny twisting passages of the surrounding historic Gothic
Quarter.
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Traveling Barcelona Right Not Your Weekend Visit It is best to avoid traveling to Spain in August,
when most of the locals (and most of Mediterranean Europe) take their vacations. Chances are that the
restaurant you wanted to visit will be closed and museums will have extremely curtailed hours. August
can also be uncomfortably hot.

Barcelona should be traveled with care and patience. The only disappointment visitors have is the
inability to see all of the city's landmarks and hidden corners in a realistic amount of time.

For more information on international travel and discount airfare to Barcelona, visit

http://www.cfares.com
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