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A Divine Appointment

By Mike Wendland

Do you realize you have a divine appointment on God's calendar?

When God keeps that divine set appointment with us in heaven, Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:10 that
we will appear... that ALL MUST appear... before the judgment seat of Christ.

Now there is a lot of confusion about that place.

Judgment seat translates into Greek as bema, which in its simplest definition means a raised platform
reached by steps. In the Greek culture that Paul wrote from and to, bema referred to the elevated
platform on which victorious athletes received their crowns even as we say today in the Olympic
games.

In the New Testament, it was used as the judgment seat of Pilate...of Herod. There was even a bema
in Corinth where unbelieving Jews unsuccessfully accused Paul before the Roman governor Gallio.

So a person brought before a bema was to have their deeds examined for the purpose of recognizing
and punishing wrongdoing or rewarding some achievement.

And that's what the Bible means, too.

Unbelievers, those who don't follow Christ, will have their sins exposed and be punished before the
judgment seat of Christ. The Bible clearly, all too clearly, tells us that.

There will be, it says, much wailing and gnashing of teeth at the bema for, says the Bible, the fate of
non−believers is eternal damnation in hell...everlasting punishment for sins which will be exposed by
God's penetrating justice.

Now Christians will also go before the bema. But Christian believers will NOT be judged for sin at the
judgment seat of Christ. Why? Because our sins were dealt with at the cross. Jesus, our very judge,
paid for those sins with his blood. They are gone, Blotted out, Forgotten. Paid for.
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So what will happen to us at that judgment seat?

The full truth about our lives, our character and actions as a Christian will be made clear to each
believer. Each one of us will discover the real verdict on our ministry, our service, our motives. All
hypocrisy and pretense will be stripped away.

As Samuel 16:7 says, "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearances, but God
looks at the heart."

The writer of Hebrews put it this way: "Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account."

That's another part of our divine appointment.

The things we did with shallow, self−serving motives will not please God. That's the bad Paul refers
to... stuff that means or counts for nothing, things which may not be sinful per se but things which had
no eternal value, like working our way up the corporate ladder, earning all sorts of degrees,
accumulating wealth, getting better at golf.... morally neutral things.... The things so many of us spend
so much of our time pursing.

The things that are considered "good" at that bema, that judgment seat, are the things we do that DO
HAVE eternal value, things done with a motive to glorify God. That's the divine ordained allegiance we
are to have - to bring him glory by our lives.

At that judgment seat, we will be rewarded for those deeds... deeds good and pure and pleasing to
God. We don't know what those rewards may be....other than, glorious. But they await us. That is a
certainty.

Mike is the publisher of Online Christian Shopper (

http://www.onlinechristianshopper.com

), an online

shopping portal specializing in Christian T−Shirts and Christian jewelry. He also created My Testimony
Space (

http://www.mytestimonyspace.com

) as an online directory of Christian resources.

Your Most Important Appointment

By Maria Gracia
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An appointment is simply a mutual agreement to meet with someone at a specific time.

You set appointments with doctors, dentists, lawyers, accountants, contractors and hair stylists, just to
name a few. Usually, appointments that are set actually take place. Even when you do have to cancel
an appointment, you usually re−schedule it and place the date and time on your calendar.

There's one person, though, that you might frequently forget to set up an appointment with.

That person is YOU.

The reason that many of us can't seem to find time to enjoy ourselves, read something of interest,
exercise or watch a favorite television program is that we don't schedule a definite date and time to do
so. You are too important to put the things you love to do on the backburner.

Why not schedule an appointment with yourself and write it on your calendar. When the time comes,
keep the appointment, just as you would any other.

You'll find that you'll be able to start doing the things you love to do because you'll have a specific time
slot on your calendar prepared to give you that time.

Maria Gracia − Get Organized Now!

http://www.getorganizednow.com

FREE Idea−Pak and E−zine filled with tips, ideas, articles and more to help you organize your home,
your office and your life at the Get Organized Now! Web site!
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