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The Holiday Season and stores are decorated with joyous colors and accents. The cash registers are
ringing in tune with the jingling of jingle bells and everyone has a list "a mile long" of what to buy and
for whom.

There are many individuals that are probably not on your current list of "gift getters.” They are,
however, just as important and just as deserving of a token or two of appreciation. Yet, they are
overlooked, and many tiems not even physically seen. We are busy, rushing to and fro, and there are
distractions from our intended errands and places to stop.

Wait a minute, you may say. I've already made out a budget and not even one shiny penny can be
added. I've overstretched myself already, and ....

Wait a minute, just one minute, and that's exactly what you need. A smile takes less than a minute, a
warm "hello" or "thank you" is precious and lingers in the air like a warm fuzzy blanket. While money
can purchase some of the finest, most elaborate gift selections, your taking the time, yes, just a minute,
to acknowledge, stop, or even just smile at bank tellers, clerks, passerbys, older individuals, small
children, harried moms, and worried dads. The price — priceless!

Its the accumulated total of all those "little" touches during the Holiday Season that make the tree lights
brighter, and the snow whiter; the carols are more joyous, and the weather — well, even the cold has a
strange "warmth" to it.

You leave your house with a to—do list in your wallet or purse. You come home and your to—do list is
almost done and your wallet or purse is a bit lighter, unless you could those credit—card receipts that
are weighing it down a bit. But, somehow, the Christmas spirit has crept silently, very quietly, into your
heart. You have a spring in your step, and a melody going through your mind. The coffee at the coffee
shop tasted just a bit mellower and the waitress was really quite nice. The clerk was rushed but
seemed to take that extra minute to help you out and when you thanked her, her face just lit up. The
older lady sitting down on the mall bench seemed tired, but responded with a smile that could melt your
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heart as you passed by and said "Merry Christmas."

The receipt for all these little extras in your day — a million dollars and all deposited right into your heart.
The kids are just not making as much noise today, and making dinner is a breeze. You welcome the
night and sleep like a baby and you actually look forward to tomorrow.

You take a reality check - did everything really go smoothly yesterday or was there a bit of Christmas
magic dused on your jacket as you passed that sidewalk Santa Claus. Something to think about, isn't
it?

ENJOY!
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Choosing A Business Gift
By Noel Matthew

The business gift that you choose says a lot about you. It provides for your partners a look into the
appreciation that you actually have for them. While you may not think much about it, thinking that a gift
is a gift, they do. So, choosing the right business gift is quite important. The question is, how can you
do this?

To choose the business gift that will work, follow these guidelines:

- Purchase based on value and meaning rather than price. If you should shop with a $200 dollar fruit
basket, they won't appreciate it as much as $50 tickets to their favorite basketball teams next game.

- Purchase a gift that you know they will love. Find out something about them. Do they love the opera?
Perhaps you noticed that they love a certain restaurant. Find out just what it is that they enjoy. Taking
this small bit of time will ensure that your business gift is well valued.

- Don't make a big deal about it. Don't present your gift in front of an office full of people to outdo
others. If you think that the boss doesn't notice you showing off, he does. Not to mention that this can
cause competition and then you'll be spending a whole lot more. Just be polite about presenting your
business gift.

- Include a personal message. Thank them, tell them you appreciate them. Provide them with a
thought of friendship or pride that you may think means something to them. No, don't try to win them
over here. Be honest about it.

If you are purchasing a business gift for a client, make sure to include that note of personal thanks.
Don't just have the secretary stick your card in the envelope. Take a few minutes of your time and
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make sure that whoever you are sending your business gift to, will really appreciate your
thoughtfulness.

For more information please see
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