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Many households dream of presenting a fuzzy dog or cat as
a surprise gift for a special holiday. But holidays are
typically very busy as everyone rushes about to get things
done −− which isn't an ideal time to introduce a new member
of the family!

Pets are living, breathing, thinking, feeling creatures.
Over the holidays, chances are your regular routine is
disrupted −− which means that feeding, housetraining and
adapting a new pet to your home will require time you
may not have. Children may also inadvertantly frighten
or injure a new pet in the excitement.

Keep in mind that although many people love animals, some
don't necessarily want the responsibility that comes with
owning a pet. There are financial obligations, of course,
including food, treats, vet care, grooming, and one−time
costs such as spay/neuter surgery, a kennel, and grooming
supplies. There is also the fact that adopting a pet is a
long−term commitment −− dogs and cats can live well into
their teens!

It's an unfortunate tragedy that after the holidays,
unwanted pets are deposited at an animal shelter to hope
for the best. Instead of giving a pet, try one of these
alternatives instead:

* Ask the local animal shelter for a 'gift certificate'.
The recipient of your gift can then go to the shelter
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and select the right pet for himself.

* Provide other 'goodies' that a new pet owner can use
after a pet joins the family: gift certificates for
pet−sitting, obedience training, or for supplies at a
local pet store. Or fill a basket with pet 'goodies'
such as a brush, bowls, treats, and toys.

* Books for the pet lover: for example, dog lovers may
appreciate a book that offers photos and descriptions
of different dog breeds. It will help the recipient
choose the right type of dog for his or her lifestyle.

Pets enrich our lives and good homes are always needed.
However, adopting a pet is a major decision that should
not be rushed −− so please, enjoy the holiday season with
your family and friends... and consider welcoming a new
furry friend after the hustle and bustle have died down.
Then you can be free to relax and enjoy welcoming the
newest member of your family to your home.

_____PetFriendly.ca features pet−friendly cottages, cabins, B&Bs, hotels, and other lodging from
across Canada that will welcome your four−legged friends! Pay them a visittoday and and subscribe to
their f*ree newsletter for pet lovers around the globe! http://www.petfriendly.ca/
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Americans love their pets, but do they ever think about "why?"

1. A pet teaches you responsibility.

2. You can get lots of exercise by walking your pet.

3. If you get lonely, you have a friend to play with.

4. You can save a pet's life by adopting one from a shelter.

5. The pet needs a friend.

6. A pet always greets you at the door even when you've had a bad day.
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7. When your Mom makes a terrible dinner, your pet can clean it up.

8. A pet can guard your house.

9. A pet can make a boring car trip much more fun.

10. The pet will love you, no matter what!

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

About the Submitter This piece was originally submitted by Kelly Redmond, 4th grade (almost), who
can be reached at info@catholicschoolkid.com, or visited on the web. Kelly Redmond wants you to
know: I am one of the creators of CatholicSchoolKid.com and am starting 4th grade in the fall. I like to
sing, play piano and train my three dogs. . The original source is: CatholicSchoolKid.com. Link:
http://www.catholicschoolkid.com/kellys_page.htm
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