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A Quick Guide To Tuscany

By Chic Retreats

Tuscany has long been a favourite destination for anyone looking for an authentic Italian

experience.

Where is it?

Tuscany is a large area in central Italy that stretches to the Mediterranean coast. It is divided into ten
provinces, which include some of Italy's most beautiful towns and cities; Florence, Siena and Pisa.

Where can I stay?

Many people choose to stay in villas when they visit Tuscany, preferring the independence of
self−catering to the routine of a hotel. The next time you consider visiting Tuscany, take a look at the
benefits of a boutique hotel. Giving you the comfort and service of a regular hotel, but with a
home−from−home atmosphere and service that anticipates your every need, you can come and go as
you please without having to worry about making beds or shopping for food. In fact, when you stay at a
boutique hotel, all you have to think about is where your next luxury is coming from.

Try the JK Palace in Florence for a taste of city boutique. With only 20 rooms, it's like having your own
home in the Piazza Santa Maria Novella and it's the perfect place to return to after a hard day
sightseeing. "Boutique" doesn't always mean tiny − for a hotel that's a magnificent rural retreat, the Villa
Mangiacane is set in 300 hectares of olive groves, vineyard and forest and the view from the pool
means that you'll be hard−pressed to leave the villa at all.

What can I see?

Take a tour to the vineyards and sample classic Tuscan wines such as Chianti and Montepulciano, or
visit olive groves and buy pressed olive oil to take home. Tuscany, its towns and cities are full of
beautiful Renaissance architecture and the art here rivals that of Venice and Rome. If you're not
staying in Florence, then you should certainly take the time to visit the city during your stay. A busy,
chic city, full of amazing architecture, priceless art, great shopping and fantastic dining, Florence is
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captivating and many visitors return here for short breaks or special events. Tuscany is full of contrasts
and you could holiday here for several years in a row without visiting the same place twice.

How do I get around?

How you choose to travel in Tuscany largely depends on where you're staying. If you've chosen a city
location, then it will be easier for you to use public transport or just walk to get around, as hiring a car
may be expensive and the roads too busy for stress−free driving. On the other hand, if you've chosen a
boutique hotel in a rural location, you should think about hiring a car so that you can travel round the
countryside or take a day−trip to one of the cities. The Italian public transport system is well−used by
locals, and you can travel between cities and towns on the train or on buses, which give you the
opportunity to gaze at the glorious countryside.

Chic Retreats is a collection of cool, smart hotels with under 30 rooms and an eye for detail and

design. Visit the website by clicking on

http://www.chicretreats.com

Villas In Tuscany

By Giovanni Marchi

Travelling through Tuscany can be a very stressful experience, in spite of what all romantic books and
guides tell you, if you do not know where to find that great spot or restaurant or museum you are
looking for.

The first thing to do when planning a trip to Tuscany is to plan what are the things youwould like to do
when you are there. Are you looking for relax and just a hint of culture among strolls? Or would you like
a full immersion in Tuscany's cultural heritage? Or would you like something in the middle?

It is important to know this because from here you will be able to choose the type of accommodation
you want to be in. There are some villas which give you the true Tuscan country experience with 360
degrees breathtaking views, gardens that allow you to spend a whole week with bare feet, far from any
other man−made landmark. Then there are villas at one mile from the nearest town, where you can still
enjoy lots of privacy, but at the same time allow you to enjoy quick trips to nearby intersting spots.

What is the size of your group? Is it a large size group? Couple? Villas for large groups are common in
Tuscany, but you have to get the budget right! At times very large villas can be too expensive, so the
best thing is to rent a farmhouse composed of separate apartments in Tuscany. Lots of privacy for a
small price!!!

After you have picked your lodging in Tuscany, plan a route towards the nearby cities. The good thing
about Tuscany is that it has plenty of small towns within one hour from almost any location, so you will
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be able to enjoy different kinds of food and wines in just one week's time.

Do not worry about the activities to do in Tuscany. Almost all owners can speak decent English and
they are the best source of information on how to spend your holiday in Tuscany and have fun. They
will tell you what to do, whether you want to hide, hike, horseback ride, go hot air balloning, taste wine,
participate to cultural tours, cooking courses, concerts, or anything you like!

I love travelling to Tuscany and giving advice to who shares this passion.

http://www.yourtuscanvilla.com
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