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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN WRITING.
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN WRITING. by Dr. Sherin ElKhawaga

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS HAD A SPECIAL LANGUAGE CALLED HIEROGLYPHICS. THIS
LANGUAGE USED ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ALPHABET AND OTHER WORDS, SENTENCES OR
IDEAS ALL COMPOSED OF PICTURES AND SYMBOL.
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The ancient Egyptian writing which is called hieroglyphics were composed of pictures and drawings.
The hieroglyphic alphabets is composed of drawings to symbolize the ancient Egyptian letters. The
anciet Egyptians were very cultured and civilized that is why they cherished learning and cherished
their history and invented this method of writing to keep their civilization recorded on walls of temples
and tombs.
The hieroglyphics alphabet is made up of drawings representing the sound of the letter, thus they were
all constant letters. Also ancient egyptian writing used small pictures for representing whole words,
ideas or actions.
HIEROGLYPHICS
There is about 700 letters in the ancient egyptian writing system. The ancient Egyptians considered
this type of writing as sacred and religious writings and most were placed and carved on tombs or wall
of temples.The Egyptian writings were considered the "words of the Gods". The ibis−headed god Thoth
was considered to be the patron deity of writing and scribes.
Hieroglyphs were primarily used for religious and formal secular purposes. Early in the historical
period, a simpler cursive script was developed, in which each character was a simplified version of a
hieroglyph. This script is today known as hieratic and was widely used until about 800 BCE for
business, literary and religious texts. By about 700 BCE another script today called demotic had
evolved from the hieratic. Business, legal and literary inscriptions were written in demotic.

Hieratic
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Hieratic is an adaptation of the hieroglyphic script, the signs being simplified to make their writing
quicker. Hieratic was the administrative and business script throughout most of its history, and
recorded documents of a literary, scientific and religious nature. It was most often used on papyrus
rolls or sheets, or on bits of pottery or stone.
Hieroglyphs were written with a reed brush and ink on papyrus, leather or wood, and on those surfaces
it was harder to attain the crisp quality and detail of the signs as carved on stone. So cursive
hieroglyphic was merely a simpler form of each hieroglyphic sign. A hieratic sign was not always as
clear a counterpart to its hieroglyphic sign as was cursive hieroglyphic.
Hieratic should not be confused with cursive hieroglyphic script, though the two resemble each other.
Cursive hieroglyphic script is usually written from right to left in columns, though just as with

hieroglyphic it could vary, and is found almost exclusively in religious texts such as the Book of the
Dead. Hieratic could be written in columns or horizontal lines, but it always read from right to left. It also
sometimes contained punctuation in the form of a small dot to separate units of thought.

Demotic
The word "Demotic" comes once again from Greek, meaning "popular script." By the Hellenistic period
of the Ptolemies, demotic was the only native script in general daily use. It is a very cursive script,
having been derived directly from hieratic, making it difficult to read and almost impossible to transcribe
into any hieroglyphic counterpart.
Demotic texts were generally administrative, legal and commercial, though there are a few literary
compositions as well as scientific and religious texts. The Rosetta Stone contains a section inscribed in
demotic along with hieroglyphic and Greek.
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A Look Into Egyptian Religion

By Kadence Buchanan

By far, the ancient Egyptian culture represents one of the least understood and most interesting facets
of beliefs throughout human history. In this article, we'll give you a basic idea of what modern day man
knows about what the ancient Egyptians put their faith in.

Our understanding of Egyptian religion is far from complete. Many of the things that we know about
their religion seem incomplete; we seem to have found alternate gods they've worshipped that served
the same purposes, as well as conflicting stories about what they believed about how the world was
formed. While our knowledge is somewhat lacking, we'll focus on what we do know.

Many researchers feel that one of the most basic forms of religious identity that the Egyptians
performed was the worship of animals. The tribes of Egypt that existed pre−dynasty often worshipped
different animals as gods that represented their feelings of which animal was in most relation to their
way of life. Many of these gods were shown in pictures and writings to have an animal head on a
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human body, with an example being Ophois, the god of war, who had a wolf's head. Some gods were
identified with multiple animals, as well, such as Thoth, who was associated with the ibis, the baboon,
and the moon. The creationist beliefs of the Egyptians varied from tribe to tribe. Some felt that the god
Khnum had built the world on a potter's wheel, while others felt that the existence of the universe was
due to the spiritual thought of the god Ptah.

Organized religion found its way into Egypt at around 3200 BC, when Egypt became organized as a
state. Many of the gods that the ruling class were in favor of received the most acclaim throughout the
land, with the god Amon receiving much more acclaim than he had previously. The Egyptian religious
experience was unique in that over time, the ruling class had the power to directly influence which gods
received the most praise. As time changed, different gods came into the limelight. Any way you put it,
we still don't have a concrete knowledge of the beliefs held by these ancient peoples. Hopefully, time
and exploration can help us to clear up many of the difficult questions posed by Egyptian religion.
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