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By Jim Kapowski
Children's birthday parties have become outrageous showcases of food, gifts, and entertainment

that are costing parents more and more each year. Instead of focusing on the child, parents are striving
more and more to "keep up with the Joneses" and put on fantastic displays that involve a great deal of

time and money for the planning and execution of the party. Instead of worrying about booking venues

packed with activities, consider throwing your child an old fashioned bash in your own backyard. For a

special touch, consider hiring a magician to entertain both children and adults for the party. A magician
is a great way to entertain the crowd while maintaining a unique aspect for your child's party.

A magician is a classic way to entertain and enthrall the young and the young at heart when it comes
to hosting a birthday party. If your child is interested in becoming the next Houdini, use magic as the
theme for his or her party. If you are planning to hire a magician to provide entertainment for you child's
birthday party, you may need to plan ahead and book the magician's services in advance to prevent
any last minute cancellations or bookings.

If you have decided to include a magician in your child's birthday party, call around. Ask friends, family
members, or coworkers for a referral of a specific magician they have hired or seen perform in the
past. Also, consider contacting your local chamber of commerce or business organization to see if
there is someone offering their entertainment services for hire. You will find that word of mouth is
incredibly powerful; as you can be sure the magician you hire to perform at a birthday party or any
event will provide age appropriate entertainment.

Before your hire a magician or any entertainment provider, be sure to get the agreement in writing.
Also, you may need to pay an initial deposit to ensure the date for the party. Some questions to ask the
magician include if their material is appropriate for children, how long they plan to perform, if they are
willing include the birthday child in their act, and what will happen in the unfortunate event they are
unable to attend or perform.

Once you have booked your magician, be sure not to change the date and time of the party. Doing so

may cost you additional money or cause you to lose the magician due to previous commitments. A
magician may book several parties or events on a given day, so his or her schedule is tight and unable
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to be changed.

Hiring a magician is an excellent way to entertain everyone present at the party. Many magicians
include kid friendly magic tricks and may even teach the children a couple of tricks of their own. If this
is the case, be sure to purchase any potential items necessary for the event for the children ahead of
time. Also, consider giving away magic tricks as game prizes or party favors so the theme is continued
throughout the party. Your child is sure to enjoy the fun filled tricks, jokes, and illusions that a
professional magician can provide.

Magic Magicians is an information site that contains articles, a directory and other Magician
Resources. It can be found at:

http://www.magicmagicians.com

Landing Gigs As A Wedding Magician
By Preston Houer

As a wedding magician, one can have great opportunities in marketing his or her skills. There are
many ways for one promising magician to do that.

- For example, during the awkward period while waiting for the couple's arrival in the venue of the
reception, you can help lighten up the tension by providing entertainment. Sometimes it may take a
while for the newlyweds to come to the reception, and it is not a good idea for every one to be in a
room that is full of almost complete strangers waiting for the couple to arrive. A magician like you can
help ease this problem, and may become a vehicle for people to talk and laugh.

- In several receptions, there is an emcee or a show band hired to entertain the guests. However,
watching a magician can be a nice alternative for the usual dancing. While guests are eating their
dinner, a magician can give 45 minutes of laughter and amusement. Cool tricks can be performed such
as floating roses that can be offered to the wedding bridesmaids.

- It pays to do some research. Find out if there is quite a number of children going to the wedding
reception. If so, then a magician can make a special show for the children, providing a nice diversion
for them while their parents mingle around.

— These tips may bolster a wedding magician's reputation as a creative one when it comes to
performing on wedding occasions. Now to be more productive while one is relatively free from wedding
gigs, or just about any occasion, why not create some promotional brochures for your target market.
Send out the brochures to make this not—so popular kind of magician gig more patronized.

— One might want to make a small "wedding planner" brochure, providing information on food
arrangements, flower services, on renting a tuxedo or gown, among others. In the brochure, put in an
article on how magicians can provide great entertainment in wedding receptions. Leave some room for
your advertising. Distribute these to establishments that cater to such occasions. They would be
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happier to post the brochure if it includes their establishments in the brochure.

- Ensure that the magician can be contacted easily. The important contact details such as the phone
and fax numbers, as well as the magician's website, if any, and his or her email address/es should be
included in the brochure, too.

Preston Houer has been involved with the art of illusion and sleight of hand for over 30 years. Let
Preston show you how to Have Fun With Magic. Visit His Site Today!

http://www.have—-fun-with—-magic.com
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