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Advice On Adopting A Pitbull

By Adam Katz

Dear Adam:

I purchased your book about 5 months ago, and I was hoping that might would "entitle" me to some
advice. First, let me say that I'm very satisfied with my purchase. Not only does it give advice on
specific techniques, but, more importantly, it explains the foundation of all training−−timing, motivation,
consistency−−allowing the dog owner to better understand the training process. Also, it does a very
good job of explaining that dogs are pack animals−−and will test the alpha's leadership at various times
(in my case, all the time)−−and how that factors into training. Finally, I like your common sense
approach, e.g., "stay" is a double command, if the dog's not supposed to break a sit or down without
the release command, why do we need to tell it to stay.

My question is not about dog training, however, but about breeds of dogs. Specifically, APBTs
[American Pit Bull Terriers] and AmStaffs [American Staffordshire Terriers]. The AKC does not
recognize the APBT as a breed, however, many dog fanciers recognize the two as separate breeds
even though they share a common origin and look very similar. Or, if not separate breeds, two "strains"
of the same breed, the AmStaff being bred for "show" and the APBT being bred for "performance" −
meaning the gameness of the original dogs has largely been bred out of AmStaffs, but still remains in
APBTs. I'd like to hear your take on this subject since you own and have owned APBTs or mixes
thereof.

The reason I ask is that I'm considering getting an AmStaff or a Staff Bull Terrier. My wife and I
currently own a Dalmatian, however, so I'm a bit concerned about the two getting along, especially
when I'm not around. Should I stay away from these breeds? I've had one breeder tell me they should
be fine if the Staff is introduced as a puppy, while another told me never to leave them together alone.
What would be your recommendation (I realize all dogs are individuals and may possess different traits
than others of the same breed)?

Thanks, Ryan Fehlig

Dear Ryan:
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Thanks for the kind words. You've asked an excellent question!

I love the bull breeds, personally. And while everything you've stated is pretty much "right on the
money," ... I would suggest that if you decide to adopt one of these breeds you make sure that:

1. The dog you're adopting is the opposite sex of the dog you already own.

2. If the new dog is a male, then neuter him before he hits sexual maturity. (Before 1 year of age.)

3. If the other dog is a male, then definitely neuter him. (Although this will not be a "cure−all" it may help
somewhat.)

It's true... many of the dogs in this breed seem to have a genetic basis for dog aggression. I don't think

that they come out of the womb being dog aggressive, but rather that they have temperament
characteristics that tend to make them more dog aggressive. (i.e., dominance and a strong defensive
nature).

As for the difference between the APBT and the AmStaff, the difference is largely one of registration.
(AKC vs. UKC). And yes, the AKC version has been bred with more of an emphasis on conformation
(like all AKC breeds).

If I were to adopt another bull breed, it would likely be the Staffordshire Bull Terrier (the smallest of the
"pit bull" breeds). I like the idea of having a big dog in a small package. But to be honest, I'm really tired
of the media stigma that this breed has received. And in real life terms, this means having a dog that
you can never really take off leash at a park − not because the dog is dangerous or untrained − but
rather because people are so darn afraid of what the media has led them to believe about this breed,
that they snatch up their children and run screaming from the park.

On the upside, this stigma can work in your favor, too. Most criminals know that a "pit bull" is the type
of dog that you don't want living in the house that you're about to rob.

On a personal note, there was a character who let his Rottweiler run off leash at the park I used to train
at. This dog had a bad attitude and was a very dominant−aggressive dog. The owner was under the
impression that his dog was trained. He'd give multiple commands, such as, 'Ranger come, come,
come, come,'... but all Ranger would do is engage my clients' dogs and try to initiate a dog fight.

Well, after I adopted Forbes (an APBT−mix that looks like one big muscle and is about as wide as a
Mack truck) and started keeping him in a down−stay while I worked with my clients' dogs... Ranger's
owner suddenly started keeping their dog on a much shorter leash. If he didn't attach his dog to a leash
as soon as he saw me enter the park, then he'd definitely run to grab his dog THE VERY INSTANT
that he saw that Ranger wasn't going to immediately turn and come when called.

I guess that's what you call motivation, eh?
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Yes... it's probably a macho thing. But IF there is a stigma, then you might as well use it to your
advantage to encourage reckless dog owners with untrained dogs to keep their mutts on−leash.

That's all for now, folks! Adam

Adam G. Katz is the author of the book, "Secrets of a Professional Dog Trainer: An Insider's Guide To
The Most Jealously Guarded Dog Training Secrets In History." Get a free copy of his report "Games To
Play With Your Dog" when you sign up for his free weekly dog training tips e−zine at:

http://www.dogproblems.com

Pit Bull Terrier Dog Training: Lessons From An Expert

By Tim Amherst

The number one, most basic dog training command is sit and come. Teaching your American Pit Bull
Terrier these two commands is extremely important for him to learn. Both of these basic obedience
training commands are used for many different reasons such as in competition or dog show and
keeping him behaved when you have company. When walking your Pit Bull off leash, you expect him
to come to you when called, not run around the park with you chasing after him shouting at him to
"come back here!". When I see this (and I do all the time), it just makes me laugh.

Teaching your Pit Bull Terrier how to come isn't difficult, it simply requires repetition. All dogs learn by
repeating the desired activity over and over again. The easiest way to get your Pitbull to come is to
hold a toy in one hand and a treat in the other. When you are in the yard simply walk away from him,
holding out the toy and excitingly calling him to you. When your well−behaved Pit Bull comes to you,
give him the treat! Make sure to be consistent and always use the exact same training commands that
you are going to use in the future. Repeating this several times a day is an excellent way to teach him,
but remember to use lots of long breaks between training sessions so he doesn't get bored and don't
forget to reward him with those doggie treats.

Getting your Pit to sit could prove to be slightly harder but again, is still only basic dog training that
anyone can do. Once you have mastered the come command, call your Pit over to you, place your
hand on the end of his back and roll right over his rump and into the back of his legs, giving the "sit"
command while gently pushing his legs forward. When he sits properly, give your Pitbull a treat and
lots of praise. If you would like him to sit for a longer period of time, simply delay the treat and praise,
tell him to "stay", and take your time bending down to him to deliver the treat.

Basic dog training for your Pit is very simple and effective. Please remember to keep the exercise fun
for both you and your dog and keep in mind that a training session shouldn't last for hours and hours,
keep them short. Lastly, don't forget to reward your obedient Pit for all of his hard work!

To learn all about owning, raising, and caring for American Pit Bull Terriers, visit

http://www.PitBullsRevealed.com/
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today!
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