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Affiliate Marketing: Know The Can—-Spam Act
By Daniel Detlaf
The amount of false information available about e-mail marketing on the net is staggering. If you

are advertising your affiliate program through e—mail campaigns, make sure you know what your
responsibilities are.

The lawless days of spam e—mail are over, at least for U.S.A. based advertisers. The CAN-SPAM Act
of 2003 (Controlling the Assault of Non—-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act) sets forth specific
requirements for advertising via e-mail. The law has been tested numerous times since being passed
and fines have been levied, property seized, people have even been sentenced to prison.

As an affiliate marketer obviously you don't want to be on the wrong side of this law. Luckily, complying
with the provisions in the law is fairly simple. Here is what it requires:

No misleading or fake header information. This includes the "From:" and "To" fields.

No deceptive subject lines. You want your customer to know what you're selling anyway, so this should
be no problem.

Messages must be labeled as advertising. Again, the moral is: no sneaky stuff.

An "internet-based" opt—out method must be provided. You have 10 days to stop e—-mailing a person
once you have received their remove request.

Messages must include your business (or home) physical address. This provides accountability and a
way for the customer to verify that your business is real.

Breaking any of these rules could lead to a fine of up to $11,000 per violation! Honesty is now truly
the best policy. You may be thinking: if this is such a big deal, why is my inbox flooded with spam every
day?
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It's not a perfect world, and the short answer is that many of those advertisers are breaking the law.
Commonly they are outside the United States in areas where prosecution may be unrealistic. You, on
the other hand, would probably be quite easy to catch.

Be sure to read the detailed requirements for yourself. You can find more information at the Federal
Trade Commission's website,

http://www.ftc.gov/spam

Daniel Detlaf is a lifelong student and one—time Day Trader with a few things to say about internet
marketing. Visit the home of his ebook "Make An Honest Living" at:

http://www.makeanhonestliving.com

Online Payday Lending And The CAN-SPAM Act
By Cash West

The Internet-based sector of the payday loan industry began in the 1990's, when the CAN-SPAM Act
didn't yet exist.. That's because the Act didn't exist back then. But as the popularity of the payday
lending industry has grown, along with the popularity of all sorts of online businesses, it was time for
the false claims and the intrusive nature of e-mail marketing to come under control once and for all.
When the CAN-SPAM Act of 2003 became reality, the online payday lending industry took notice.

The goal of CAN-SPAM, short for Controlling the Assault of Non—Solicited Pornography and Marketing
Act was to set standards for distinguishing between e—mails that are legitimate and those which are
SPAM. The sending of SPAM is against the law. Since the Act applies to all businesses that use email
in their operations, most payday lenders found themselves needing to understand this new law that
outlined severe consequences including penalties and jail.

Online payday lending and the CAN-SPAM Act

The CAN-SPAM Act delineates guidelines for using email addresses for the purpose of sending and
receiving electronically transmitted marketing materials. It is an extensive act, and here are some of
the basics.

First of all, the Act prohibits the sending of unsolicited email. New online payday lending websites are
springing up every day and each is competing hard to steer the attention of the masses in its own
direction. Mass emailing messages with flashy advertisements and discounted offers is a popular way
to steer new customers to this lucrative business.

One way to distinguish a good online payday lending business from the "bad" ones is by never
agreeing to do business with a payday loan company that sends you unsolicited commercial email.
Any legitimate company would never purposely violate the CAN-SPAM Act so you'd have to wonder
about the legitimacy of a payday loan company that would intentionally do so.
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The CAN-SPAM Act also states that the information in e-mail headers and subject lines must not to be
falsified. If you find yourself the willing recipient of advertising from an online payday lending company
and you are tempted to respond to the e-mail, go ahead and do so. If the information to which you
responded turns out to be incorrect or misleading, that company could be in violation of the
CAN-SPAM Act.

Choose online payday lending businesses that adhere to the CAN-SPAM Act

Another section of the CAN-SPAM Act states that any email message you receive must include an
opt—out link. The link is a way of notifying the sender that you no longer want to receive email from that
sender. If the email lacks such opt—out opportunity, the online payday lending business is violating the
CAN-SPAM Act. Again, that's probably one online payday lender you should stay away from.

Even though most online payday lending businesses are legitimate, some aren't. The CAN-SPAM Act

helps weed out the bad online payday lending companies so you don't have to.

http://www.cashadvance.org
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