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Ahh! Saltwater Aquarium Pests And Parasites... Dealing With Saltwater Aquarium Pests And

Parasites - The Creepy Crawlies!

By Sam Weston

Saltwater aquarium pests and parasites might have an adverse effect on the health of your marine

tank. Bacterial diseases can cause ill−health in your fish and invertebrates. Bacterial disease can also
kill the fish in your tank. To get rid of the problem you might have to start all over again from scratch.
This is not only very upsetting but also very expensive.

So it makes sense to be on the lookout for saltwater aquarium pests and parasites and to treat your
fish at the first sign of illness. Marine fish usually fall prey to gram−negative bacteria. These include
Pseudomonas, Vibrio and Myxobacteria. It is not always easy to spot saltwater aquarium pests and
parasites in marine fish. Often you may not know that there is something wrong until your fish become
seriously ill.

You can help prevent saltwater aquarium pests and parasites by making sure that conditions in your
tank don't encourage their growth. To do this you need to understand how and why saltwater aquarium
pests and parasites occur in marine fish in the first place.

Bacterial disease is caused by a number of things, sometimes in combination. Such disease can be
topical (external) - for example fin and tail rot and ulcers or systemic (affecting the body internally) or it
might be a combination of both. Saltwater aquarium pests and parasites are more likely to affect fish
that are in poor condition. The healthier your fish are the more resistance they will have to saltwater
aquarium pests and parasites.

However fish that are weak, sick or stressed by environmental conditions in the tank are easily infected
by saltwater aquarium pests and parasites. Bacterial diseases may gain entry into the body through the
pores along the lateral line. The gills are another site of entry into the body of a fish.

So what environmental conditions make it more likely for saltwater aquarium pests and parasites to
cause illness in your tank? The leading cause of bacterial attack is poor environmental conditions in
the tank. If conditions are allowed to deteriorate the health of your fish is impacted and this might make
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them more susceptible to diseases.

Saltwater aquarium pests and parasites will soon bloom and over−run the tank. If the water is white and
cloudy and the fish have sores on their body, conditions in the tank are very poor and must be
corrected.

Your fish may also be affected by saltwater aquarium pests and parasites if they have other infections.
So treating them is crucial. If your fish are not fed properly they might not have built up a good
resistance to infection. Any injuries that your fish have might allow bacteria to take hold. Fish that are
stressed and harassed are also more likely to become ill.

Older, weaker fish are at increased risk of contracting a bacterial infection as are any fish that come
from water that has been contaminated (for example tap water!). If a fish eats the flesh of a sick fish it
may also become ill with the same disease. So how do you know if your fish are infected with saltwater
aquarium pests and parasites? What should you look for?

If your fish are afflicted with saltwater aquarium pests and parasites they might show one or more of
the following symptoms:

− Red frayed fins or fins that show red streaks. − The fins might disintegrate (in fin and tail rot). − Red
areas around the lateral line (streaks or blotches). − Open sores on the sides of the body and near the
fins. − Bloody scales at the fin base. − Fast breathing. − A grey film may cover the eyes. − The fish
may appear listless or lethargic. − They may lose their appetite. − The stomach may be swollen or
bloated from saltwater aquarium pests and parasites that cause bladder infections, for example.

Bacteria are not the only saltwater aquarium pests and parasites that might affect your fish. Black Spot
disease is a common marine illness caused by a parasitic turbellarian flatworm in the genus
Paravortex. It makes its home at the bottom of the tank after which it attached to a host fish for about
six days then falls off into the substrate again. It is common in Yellow tangs and Angelfishes.

If you notice tiny black dots on the body of your fish and they seem to be scratching against objects or
have red skin and are lethargic they might have black spot disease. It is less common than some other
saltwater aquarium pests and parasites (white ich for example) but should still be looked for.

If any of your fish contract the diseases mentioned above or other illnesses, they may not die
immediately. But in general if saltwater aquarium pests and parasites are not treated your fish will die
in a one to two week period. There are viral strains that can kill fish within a day or two. Even if you
don't know what the disease is you need to take steps immediately to isolate the ill fish.

Fish that are infected with saltwater aquarium pests and parasites should be placed into a quarantine
tank. This is because bacterial infections will spread to healthy fish very quickly if sick fish are allowed
to interact with them. Once the illness affects the internal organs the fish will stop eating, breathe
rapidly, and lie on the bottom of the tank where it may be eaten by other fish or start to decay releasing
bacteria into the water.
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To protect your fish from saltwater aquarium pests and parasites diagnose and treat your fish with the
appropriate antibiotics. Ask your aquarist for advice if necessary. Only place your fish back into the
tank once they are completely healthy. This will ensure that your tank stays pest free. The most
important way to guard against diseases is to make sure that your fish are as healthy as possible and
you can do this by making sure that conditions in your tank are at optimum levels.

Finally, All The Information You Will Ever Need To Begin A Wonderful Love Affair With Fly Fishing!
Visit

http://www.flyfishingdomination.com

Active hyperlink must remain with article.

How To Choose A Tropical Fish Aquarium

By Taylor Jones

The first decision you must make when you buy an aquarium is whether you plan to keep freshwater
fish or saltwater fish. It's up to you whether you want to keep saltwater or freshwater, but if this is your
first aquarium, then I suggest you start with a freshwater aquarium.

Here's why: Saltwater tanks are more expensive and more complex. You have extra things to worry
about such as the salinity of the water, water conditioning, and temperature. Because of this,
freshwater fish are much easier to care for if you're new to keeping tropical fish.

Here's a few other things to keep in mind when buying an aquarium:

Location When you're deciding on a location for your aquarium, remember that it can't be placed in
direct sunlight, or anywhere else that could result in changes in temperature.

Also remember that your aquarium, when filled with water, can be very heavy. As an example, a filled
20−gallon glass tank will weight about 225 pounds. Bear this in mind when you choose on a location for
your aquarium...as it will be impossible to move afterwards.

Level floor You will need a level floor for your aquarium, as this will reduce stress on the tank and
reduce the chance of any cracks forming over time due to the floor being uneven.

Electrical outlet Make sure your new tank is located near an electrical outlet so you can plug in the
heaters, lights and pumps.

Accessible You'll need to have easy access to your tank so you can use the heater controls and air
valves. You also need to have room for a net, and room to move decorations around.

Shape When you're choosing the shape of your aquarium choose short, longer shapes over tall,
thinner shapes. This way there will be more surface area at the top of the water, which is much better
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for your fish.

Size It is best to choose an aquarium over 10 gallons. Why? Because it's just easier to take care of a
fish in a larger tank than a smaller one. Whatever aquarium you choose, it is going to, over time, have
a build up of waste material. In a large tank these toxic materials have more room to be dispersed. This
means the water stays cleaner for longer, and will require less cleaning than a smaller tank.

Material Aquariums can be made from glass or acrylic. Both have there pros and cons, but I
recommend beginners to start with a glass aquarium. Why? Firstly, they cost less, secondly, they don't
scratch so easily, and thirdly, they only need to be supported by the edges.

As you can see, you need to put some time and consideration into where you choose to place your
aquarium. All these things will play a part in which aquarium you choose to buy.

Learn all about tropical fish at the author sites:

http://tropical−fish−.blogspot.com

,

http://saltwater−−fish−.blogspot.com

,

http://freshwater−−−−fish.blogspot.com
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