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Aircraft Charter; Cheaper Than Regular?

By Sandy Warkentine

Though it may appear initially that private aircraft are a corporate luxury, they can actually save a
business traveler money in some circumstances. Aircraft charters offer security, safety, flexibility and
convenience.
First of all, to travel anywhere on short notice, be prepared to pay several times as much as you would
if you had booked an economy ticket a few weeks ahead of time. Unfortunately, in today's fast moving
business world, executives often do not have more than a few days notice of where they will be
needed. So to be fair, when comparing the cost of a private or charter plane, the cost per traveler
should be compared with the cost of a first−class ticket, not the standard economy fair.

In addition, work and meetings can take longer than expected to complete, so it can be difficult to plan
the return trip at the time of ticket purchase. And one−way tickets, aside from being even more
expensive, can lead to lengthy, aggressive security searches due to terrorist profiling by airport
security. To be competitive, today's management team cannot be restricted by the inflexibility of airline
schedules and ticket bookings.

Also, commercial flights may simply not be available at the time desired. With tight budgets, airplanes
are overbooked, so even if the traveler is prepared to pay for a top−class ticket, the seats may already
be all booked. With an aircraft charter you can set your own schedule, and aircraft charters can be
changed or rescheduled on short notice.

With an aircraft charter your business schedule becomes the flight schedule. Charter flights allow the
traveler to avoid the check−in an security lines, missed connections and the long drives to locations far
away from the major airports. Also, factor in the overnight stays due to poor connections. This leads
to hotel and restaurant expenses, as well as productive business time lost. Aircraft charters allow more
sales calls, more time to manage your business and ultimately more leisure and family time.

With security searches, constant distraction and movement of valuable items such as laptops,
cellphones and business papers, be prepared for theft and loss on commercial airline trips. Trips on
charter aircraft are much more organized and relaxed, allowing the business traveler to manage
equipment better. With a private jet charter the chances of losing luggage are almost non−existent.
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It is possible to host a private meeting on board aircraft charter since the only passengers on the
aircraft are the staff or invited guests. Computers and paperwork are much easier to handle without
the logistical problems of cramped seats and poor power sources, not to mention the distractions
caused by fellow passengers.

The film, entertainment and fashion industries have been using charter aircraft for years. Due to high
costs of moving production teams between locations, charter aircraft are extremely cost effective. They
offer the advantage of traveling from one point to another in a shorter period of time, without
scrambling to reassemble at connection points, and safe transport of cameras and other expensive
equipment.

Professional athletes have long used aircraft jet charter for their special needs. Their schedules are

uncertain so an aircraft jet charter must always be available for early or delayed departures. Many
amateur athletes have also been taking advantage of an aircraft jet charter when the need arises due
to the same concerns and possible schedule conflicts. Also, bulky sports equipment sometimes causes
problems on commercial flights so an aircraft jet charter would probably be required. Airlines are
toughening the regulations for overweight luggage,and some types of sports equipment may be too
large. Charter aircraft allow extra space for cargo, and staff are available to assist with loading and
unloading.

Clubs, organizations and associations may find a private jet charter a more convenient and even
cheaper way to travel. When dealing with a group, there is a great time saving together with the
reduction of stress and frustration. A private jet charter facilitates the check−in process by avoiding long
security lines and facilitating baggage check in. For a large group, a charter aircraft may be less
expensive that individual tickets. Next time your group needs to travel together check out the costs of a
private jet charter.

Aircraft charters are becoming known as the preferred option for an increasing number of business
travelers. Seasoned charter travelers already know the value of an aircraft charter. Drive your car up to
the charter aircraft lot and park within a few steps of the departure lounge, and enjoy a more
streamlined and relaxed travel experience on your own charter aircraft for the same or, sometimes,
even less cost.

S Warkentine likes to write articles

How To Fly A Private Jet On Your Next Trip

By Frank Hague

It is now possible to charter, rent or lease an aircraft for less than ever before and it has also become
easier.

Why charter an aircraft? Here are some good reasons:
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The increased security and hassle of commercial airline boarding.

There are fewer airlines around.

Fewer airlines are flying to fewer cities

Because of economy restraints there are fewer seats for more passengers.

It is now easier to charter, lease or rent a plane because there are more companies entering the
aircraft leasing business.

Also, a new generation of small jets is being produced as we speak, the so−called air taxis seating
between 4 to 6 passengers for a total airplane cost of as low as 1 million dollars.

These small jets are being produced in a so−called cookie−cutter design, 100 at a time and are also
being purchased 100 at a time.

Real Air Taxis will soon be on their way into major cities," says London based AVCEN. Avcen is to
bring its innovative Jetpod aircraft design off the drawing board and into proof−of−concept build and
flight trials.

The Jetpod is a unique, lightweight, Very Quiet Short Take−Off and Landing (VQSTOL), 6−seat, twin−jet
powered aircraft.

The Jetpod cruises at 350 mph and uses an unbelievable 410 feet of landing space. This is achieved
through a combination of horizontal and vertical thrust management as developed by Avcen.

No runways are required so you can take off from a private parking lot or your neighbor's driveway.
There are similar small jets being manufactured in the US as well.

Aircraft Charter companies provide the following 4 functions in a variety of innovative ways:

Renting (sometimes selling) aircraft for private use, performing aircraft maintenance, providing fuel,
and aircraft management.

The best way of finding an aircraft charter company is on line. You can also contact an aircraft charter
broker who will sort of act as your airplane travel agent.

They will handle all of your flight arrangements, including price comparisons, they will determine the

correct aircraft for your trip,they will locate the correct charter company, make sure insurance is in
place, and obtain copies of FAA flight certificates.

There are also aircraft charter auctions available on the Web.
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Using a unique online auction, your trip itinerary is instantly sent to a network of pre−approved jet
operators who are invited to bid on your trip. This increases competition and ultimately drives the price
down. You can view this bidding action live, online.

Fleet Membership allows you to buy occupied flight time in your preferred category of business jet in
blocks of whatever flight hours you want with guaranteed availability. You enjoy the freedom and
convenience of business jet travel without the costs or commitment of aircraft ownership.

One Ways and Empty Leg Flights When a one way aircraft charter flight is booked, many times the
aircraft has to return to it's original airport. In a case like this, the plane will be flying empty. This is
known as an empty leg. Because the aircraft charter operators like to make money if possible, they
offer these empty legs for much less than a typical charter would cost.

Flying in a Private Jet has become a Status Symbol.

One of the perks most valued to CEO's and lawmakers today is to have the use of a Private Jet. This is
another reason why the Charter Aircraft business is at present growing at an astonishing rate which will
increase even more as the air taxis costing one million dollars or so will enter service.

Frank Hague likes private aircraft. Check out his website at:

http://aircraft−charter−2006.info
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