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All About Hybrid Cars

By John Francis Amberden

Environmental issues have never been in the spotlight as much as they are today. Consumers are

becoming much more environmentally conscious and companies are scrambling to appease them.
This is also very true of automobile companies and this trend has lead to the development of hybrid
cars.

As the name suggests, hybrid cars are just that - hybrids. They do not run on one specific type of
propulsion or fuel system. Rather, hybrid cars can typically use at least two propulsion systems. While
many systems have been investigated, the most common hybrid cars are those that can run on either
gasoline or electricity in the form of a battery. Most recently, hybrid cars have been manufactured
which can use an ethanol derivative, commonly termed Flex Fuel.

Inventors have long been conducting experiments to create hybrid cars, without success. In fact, the
first experiments were conducted in the 19th century when manufacturers were attempting to phase
out steam−driven vehicles. The first successful hybrid car wasn't created until the turn of the 20th
century, but it was more than 90 years before the hybrid car was released for public sale.

Typically, hybrid cars contain the main components of an everyday gasoline−driven car. There is a fuel
tank, a transmission and a gasoline engine. However, today's hybrid car also contains electric
mechanisms such as a battery and an electric motor. In some cases, the battery of the hybrid car is
powered by solar energy. That way, the battery can recharge itself during the day. Some owners of
hybrid cars prefer to switch propulsion systems depending on whether it is day or night. Amazingly,
recent developments in hybrid cars have allowed for the kinetic energy created by the gasoline engine
to be used to recharge the battery.

Hybrid cars are riding a wave of popularity. Most of the major car companies, including Toyota, Honda,
and even Lexus, have introduced their own hybrid cars to the automobile market. With their smaller
gasoline engines and reduced output of emissions, hybrid cars appeal to any socially responsible
individual. The decreased size of the engines in hybrid cars have also led to new, sleeker designs and
the incorporation of much lighter materials. So, the efficiency and power are quite satisfactory for the
typical user, with hybrid cars reaching a horsepower of as much as 90. With the advancements in
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modern technology, it can only be expected that the hybrid cars of the future will be more efficient,
cheaper and in great demand.

John Francis Amberden is a regular article contributor on many topics. If you have found this article
helpful, visit his resource sites,

http://www.lookforanewcar.info

and

http://www.newcarloanapp.info

. For

information on other topics of interest, visit

http://www.moreinformationservices.com

.

What Are Hybrid Cars?

By Dennis Conner

Hybrid plants like corn or rice are familiar to many but hybrid cars? Are these space−age cars that do
not need fuel to run or even fly in the sky?

To the uninitiated, hybrid cars may seem like an alien form or specie that requires a lot of explaining.
To car and environment aficionados, hybrid cars are either bane or boon especially with the increasing
fuel prices worldwide.

Hybrid cars may just be the answer of modern scientists to the rising fuel cost and the deteriorating
quality of the environment. Contrary to your belief, hybrid cars are no longer new to the society as the
auto industry has come up with various models of hybrid cars. Car manufacturers who have been left
behind in the race for the perfect hybrid car have announced their intention to compete in the market.

Hybrid vehicles are those that possess the dual qualities of being able to run on more than two sources
of power like gasoline or battery. The first hybrid vehicles came in the form of hybrid bikes which has
fuel features but can be operated using the pedal skills of the rider. Hybrid cars are more common in
Europe particularly in Norway and France. Hybrid buses that are operated by overhead and by diesel
when they travel in other areas without the overhead wires are also being used in Seattle. There are
also hybrid submarines which run on nuclear, diesel or electric energy.

The most common hybrid vehicle is that powered by both gasoline and electricity. A hybrid car
attempts to allow the owner to save on fuel while being environment friendly. However, can hybrid cars
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be efficient enough to provide long distance travel without being refueled or recharged?

Most gasoline−powered vehicles answer this requirement although they cause more damage to the
environment because of the emissions. On the other hand, electric vehicles are more
environment−friendly but can only go on a maximum of 161 kilometers until it is recharged and the
recharging time is very slow. The hybrid car combines the advantages of both the gasoline−powered
and the electric−powered car.

A hybrid car possesses a gasoline engine much like the ordinary gasoline powered car but the engine
is much smaller, more environment−friendly due to lesser emissions and more efficient. It also
possesses a very high tech electric motor which allows dual use of batteries and energy.

The hybrid car may just be in its infancy but the human mind can very well make sure that the hybrid
cars will be the cars of the future.

The author is a regular contributor to Hybrid Headquarters

http://www.hybrid−hq.com

where more

hybrid car information is freely available.
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