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American English: Listen and Learn Essential Differences

By Frank Gerace

The voiced and unvoiced consonants

In this section we will try to clarify the difference between the voiced consonants and the unvoiced
consonants.

If you want to master English pronunciation you have to able to distinguish between these two types of
consonants. This is necessary for you to learn the proper pronunciation when you learn new
vocabulary. And more importantly you need to know the difference between voiced and unvoiced
consonants to be able to pronounce the words of English correctly. What makes one consonant be
voiced and another not?

A consonant is voiced when it makes the vocal cords vibrate. It is voiceless when it is pronounced
without vibrating the vocal cords.

The sound of the letters "p" and "b"

For example, the sounds indicated by the letters "b" and "p" differ only in their vocalization (voicing).
The are both "bilabials", that is, they are produced by closing both lips. But the "b" is voiced and the "p"
is unvoiced. In this article, we will follow common practice and indicate the letters of the alphabet with
quotes ("b" and "p") and the sounds with slashes (/b/ and /p/)

You can appreciate the difference by lightly touching with the tips of your fingers your "Adam's Apple"
(the voice box that you can see in the front of your throat) as you pronounce the word bowl . You can
feel the vibration with the tips of our fingers. Concentrate on the first sound, the consonant /b/ before
passing to the vowel represented by the "o". Notice that you can lengthen the sound (something is
heard!) without the "o". This is because /b/ is a voiced consonant.
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Now pronounce the word pole. Do you feel the vibration in the vocal cords? No. The reason is that /p/
is an unvoiced consonant. Notice that you you can't lengthen the sound or hear anything.

When you pronounce these sounds, don't forget the advice we already gave you in other articles:
exaggerate the value of the vowel "o" with a strong English accent!

Listen to the following exercise until you can distinguish betwen the two sounds and produce them
yourself.

You should be able to telll the difference between the /p/ and the /b/ in the sentence The doctor said:
"Bill, take your pill!

Try it now!

The sounds of the English letters /k/ (sometimes "c") and /g/

It is not only the sounds /p/ and /b/ that are voiced or unvoiced. The same distinction holds for the
sounds represented by the letters "k" y "g" in the International Phonetic Alphabet. By the way, do you
see that it will not be hard for you to learn the symbols of the IPA? Many of the symbols, like the k and
the g are already familiar to you. They are the normal letters of the alphabet.

The IPA symbol k interests us now. It is the "hard" sound of the letter "c", the sound that the letter "c"
usually takes before the letters "a", "o", and "u", for example in the words car, coat, cube.

Now can you see how the IPA system makes it easy for you to learn the pronunciation of new words?
Now, we don't have to worry that sometimes the letter "c" has the sound of the IPA symbol k (as in the
word cold) or that sometimes the same letter "c" of the English alphabet is pronounced as the IPA s (as
in the words cell ).
!
Now try to feel in your voice box the vibration in the word coal! You can't because it is the unvoiced
partner in the pair. If you touch your voice box while you pronounce the word goal, you do feel the
vibration because the sound g is voiced.

Practice the two words coal and goal. But keep on pronouncing the the English vowel with its
lengthening. Exaggerate the English language character of the vowel. Don't pronounce it as if it were
col or gol in your language. And also remember the explosive nature of the consonant represented by
the "c" in English when it is pronounced as the IPA k. Blow out the candle when you say coal.

Pero... ¡Qué no suene como si hablaras de repollo (la col en el Perú) o del fútbol (el gol)! ¡Cuidado
con tu acento hispano!

Did you notice that we review various important things about the English sounds as we move along in
this book. From now on, in your listening and in your practice, you must remember the explosive
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consonants, the special English vowels, and the voiced or unvoiced consonants.

Listen and practice all these essential elements of English pronunciation.

The sound of the letters "t" and "d"

Consider the pair of words tear and dear. Do the same with these words as you did above with the
pairs of words coal and goal, and pole and bowl. Can you distinguish which of the initial sounds is
voiced and which is unvoiced? Both are pronounced in almost the same place in the mouth but the
initial sound of these two words is different in that the letter "t" is usually voiceless and the "d" is usually
voiced. However, do NOT think that the letter "d" in English is always voiced. You will see that
sometimes this letter "d" represents a voiceless sound. This is a VERY important lesson in the
pronunciation of English and when you learn how and when the "d" is unvoiced it will be a valuable tool
for you in your mastery of English.

This difference between the letters "d" and "t" in English is very important in the matter of the past
tense of verbs. We will treat this elsewhere.

Also there is another pair of voiced and unvoiced consonants, the sounds represented in English by
the letters "s" and "z". We will study them in their most important contexts, that of the third person
singular of the present of verbs, and that of the plural of nouns.

But for now, concentrate on the consonants we just looked at.
Now listen and practice! Click on the different pairs of voiced and unvoiced consonants.

http://www.BooksLibros.com/sounds/PyB.wav

P and B

http://www.BooksLibros.com/sounds/KyG.wav

K and G

http://www.BooksLibros.com/sounds/TyD.wav

T and D

This lesson is taken from the book, "Word Power" which contains sound files that let you hear the
vowels and consonants and practice their pronunciation.

Frank Gerace Ph.D has worked in Latin America in UN and national Educational and Communication
Projects, and has taught in Bolivian and Peruvian Universities. He currently teaches English in New
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York City at La Guardia College/CUNY. He provides resources on accent reduction and the proper
American English accent at

http://www.GoodAccent.com

. He also maintains resources for Spanish

Speaking learners of English at

http://www.InglesParaLatinos.com

Ciphering the Tagalog Language

By Ted Wiersma

Learning the Tagalog Language is essential if you plan to communicate in the Philippines. Tagalog is
sometimes also called Filipino or the Pilipino Language. So as not to get confused, let me explain the
difference between the terminologies. Tagalog is the national language of the Philippines. It is spoken
by about 23% of the population. The remaining spoken languages, the remaining 77%, is divided
among approximately 175 other dialects. Tagalog, being the Official National Language of the
Philippines, is considered as the base language. If you look at the other dialects, you will see
numerous Tagalog and Tagalog derivatives in them. And most who do speak these other dialects,
understand some Tagalog. So learning Tagalog is essential.

That being said, you may wonder what Filipino or Pilipino is. This is a combination of both Tagalog
and other dialects and languages. Filipino or sometimes Pilipino (its older name) is an amalgamation of
all the Philippines languages, English and Spanish combined together. Since English as well as
Tagalog is taught in the schools in the Philippines, many people tend to speak Tagalog with English
words mixed in the sentence. At that point they are talking Filipino. So now you see how important it
is to learn Tagalog. Once you take the time to learn some Tagalog, you will be able to communicate in
Tagalog as well as Filipino. I hope this information has given you insight into the differences of the
terminology which sometimes becomes confusing. Please feel free read my other articles which will
help provide a crash course on the essential knowledge you need about the Philippines. Salamat !

Ted Wiersma has spent numerous years in the far reaches of Asia. Through his travels, he has
experienced the language barriers most confront when trying to learn a language. "Though learning the
culture of a society is important, Language is Power ! People tend to assimilate you into their society
more readily if you even know only a few words and sentences." Since returning from his last
overseas assignment, Ted decided to have a professionally produced, more essential , and fast
learning language system developed. One which could be used also for Sleep Learning and provide
quick everyday communications. To view more:

http://www.LearnTagalogNow.com
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