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An Introduction To Free Online Games
By Gabriel Adams
The world of online games is vast world, with games to suit nearly every taste. Everyone from a

scholar to a wannabe fighter pilot can find a game that suits their tastes. In this article, I'll give super
short reviews of a few free online games.

Jezzball Jezzball is available on several websites in Java. In Jezzball, you have a square box with
balls bouncing around in it. You must corner the balls without them hitting and breaking your partially
formed walls. It is a very simple game, but it can be addicting.

Bomber Bob This is a very simple war game. You are a fighter aitplane, and you must shoot down
scores of enemy planes before they sink your ship, and without being shot down yourself. This game is
a flash game.

Literati This is Yahoo's free version of Scrabble. It is scored slightly differently, but overall, it is nearly
identical. Literati is Java based and requires a free Yahoo ID.

Diesel and Death This is another flash game. This one is a dirt bike racing game. Very simple, but
entertaining. You race against a computer controlled bike.

Helicopter Game In this simple yet very challenging game, you must use one button on your mouse to
navigate your helicopter through the cave without crashing it. The cave is complete with obstacles,
drops and climbs. Wow. This game could be very addictive! Game is built with flash.

Curve Ball This is an adapted ping pong ball game. You are in a square tunnel with a computer
controlled opponent at the other end. The key is to get the ball to bounce or curve, and get past your
opponent.

Overkill Apache Similar to Bomber Bob, but this time you're flying an Apache helicopter over the
desert. Your enemies come from all directions, too! Some good simple fun, though the game needs
more controls.
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Ventrilo Servers:

http://www.leetservers.com/order.php?p=ventrilo

Java Online Games
By Michael Colucci

After Shockwave, Java is the most popular tool for developing free online games. It is a popular
programming language which was developed by James Gosling during the 1990s. It is somewhat
related to C++ but is much more simple, and is an object oriented language. Java was developed
because C++ was considered to be too complex and when using it there were many errors.

C++ also lacked the ability for distributed programming. Gosling and his colleagues wanted to produce
a system that could be used on various platforms, from computer to handheld devices. By 1994 Java
begin to be used on the internet. They felt that the internet would become interactive, and this would be
the perfect environment to use their programming language. They were right. Java has become one of
the most well known platforms in use today on the internet.

Many developers of free online games have quickly realized its potential. While Shockwave has
replaced Java as the most popular engine used for online games, Java is still the tool of choice among
many developers. Java became very popular when Netscape decided to support the program with their
browsers. Most people use Java by the "applets” which are supported by their online browsers.

Yahoo has often been credited with heavily using Java to produce online games. Yahoo games is the
portion of their website in which players can play games by themselves or against other players. While
most of these games are Java applets, others have to be downloaded onto the computer. Reviews are
even featured where users can post their thoughts about the quality of the game. Yahoo is one of the
most prominent promoters of free online games. Everything from fantasy sports to card games are
available.

Despite this, there are some criticisms of the Java programming language. Shockwave has a 3D
engine which is much more powerful, and many developers have chose it rather than Java. Others
complain that it is not a very pure object oriented programming language. Those who dislike object
oriented languages will not design free online games with Java. Programs written in Java may also run
slower than programs written in other languages.

Despite these complaints, Java has become one of the most popular languages used for developing
independent games. Advances in this language should allow it to produce games which are much
higher in quality and graphical detail. Many popular games can be played at the Java website.

Michael Colucci is a technical writer for dustgames.com — A site that offers you to

play free online
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on a free online arcade game site.
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