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An Introduction to Alternative Energy

By Peter Lenkefi

What are fossil fuels?

Essentially there are three fossil fuel sources available to the world but each of them are dwindling.
The most abundant is coal; coal is widely used and inexpensively extracted. As such, we have come
to rely exceptionally heavily on coal and while there is still quite a large amount of coal left it is
estimated that America's remaining coal will sustain the country for the next 200 too 300 years but it is
by no means a perfectly clean form of power.

The biggest problem is that coal is made up of carbon, like living beings, and the burning it needs to
go through in the production of energy forms carbon dioxide. This carbon dioxides traps the earth's
heat and is a major contributing factor that scientists believe to be causing global warming. On a more
positive note, though, scientists have created a more effective method to burn coal that traps 99% of
the impurities and harmful gases that are emitted.

Apart from coal we heavily rely on natural gas and oil that are also in limited supply, and this is where
the problem lies. The human race is consuming more and more energy with every day that passes and
our resources of fossil fuels are being seriously depleted thanks to the way we live. The answer to this
problem seems to lie in alternative energy.

What is alternative energy?

Alternative energy are non fossil fuels and do not deplete the earth's resources of fossil fuels any
further. Countries across the world are being pushed into investing money into the research and
production of alternative energy and many countries already have natural energy sources producing
usable energy.

Wind energy.

One of the first used forms of alternative was wind energy. Many countries have developed wind
farms, both off shore and mainland wind farms. Turbines are turned by wind, creating a viable
renewable energy source. The problem with wind energy is that turbines can't be located near housing
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districts because of the noise they create, although with further research and investment technologies
associated with wind energy and wind turbines will undoubtedly keep improving.

Solar Energy.

In many countries grants are now available to help pay for photovoltaic tiles which collect the heat from
the sun's rays and convert it into an exceptionally safe and renewable form of alternative energy.
Whether used to create electricity or to simply heat water or a central heating system, solar energy is
easily obtained and the technology is very affordable. With solar energy consumers are assist with the
protection of the environment.

Biomass.

Biomass is still a relatively unused form of energy in many parts of the world but more and more
money is being put into funding of biomass. Biomass is the creation of energy using plant materials,
and is another source of clean, renewable energy. America is one country that uses Biomass to quite
big effect, being the largest source of renewable energy every year since the year 2000.

These are only a few alternative energy sources that are available around the world, and more and
more funding is becoming available for the production and research of these sources.

For more more information about alternative energy please visit

http://www.alternative−energy−tips.com

Managing Your Winter Heating Costs

By Alan Winters

With today's growing costs for fuel, people are looking more and more toward alternative heating
methods. People who live in climates where it gets cold have to have a means to heat their homes.
Natural gas is used most often today in the United States. This type of energy is found in most homes
that have a central heating system. Fossil fuel prices, though, are rising at an alarmingly rapid rate.
Because of this, many homeowners are looking for less expensive alternative to heat their home.
Alternative heating methods are gaining in popularity for many consumers.

Choosing alternative heating methods can be tricky and there are many things that need to be taken
into consideration. The first thing a consumer should do when looking at alternative heating methods is
to compare all the various types available in the particular area in which you reside. Then, check what
the costs are for those energy sources. Some areas have higher cost than others. Electricity is
sometimes cheaper than natural gas in some areas. However, the reverse can also be true. Propane
and oil are other types of energy sources that can be considered as alternative heating methods. Solar
power is another of the alternative heating methods that are increasing in popularity and may be ideal
in many areas of the country.
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Alternative heating methods should also be compared to the type of construction that is being done. If
you are building a completely new structure, you have a variety of options. However, if you are
remodeling or adding on to an existing structure, these should be taken separately. If you are
remodeling an existing space, there may be some extensive refurbishing that will need to be done
before alternative heating methods can be utilized. You will need to examine the cost savings across
several years and compare that with the initial investment. If you plan to live in the home for several
years, the cost may be well worth the initial investment since the savings, over time, may be significant
even if there is a larger initial investment. However, if you plan on staying in the home a shorter period
of time, you may want to wait until you are in a place that you plan on staying longer because the cost
savings will be seen over a period of years in order to get a valuable return on your investment.

A heat loss calculation is a valuable too to use when considering alternative heating methods. This is
important in determining the size and capacity of the alternative heating methods that need to be used
in the home. A professional will use this calculation to provide the maximum potential for savings. If a
unit is too small for the home, it will work overtime trying to heat the place and will cost more money. If
you have a unit that is sized perfectly to your home it will be energy efficient and will allow you to get
the maximum benefit for your investment. The reverse is also true. If you get a unit that is too large for
your home, you will end up wasting money on a unit that is working and using up too much energy in
your home.

The flooring and sub floor of the building should also be considered when choosing alternative heating
methods. If you have concrete floors, tile, hardwood or carpeting, certain alternative heating methods
are better in each application. There are some alternative heating methods that will work wonderfully in
all situations and some that are designed to work more efficiently with a specific material. Also consider
if you plan on changing the type of flooring in your home to determine if you want to have alternative
heating methods that are versatile enough to give you the flexibility to change in the future. If you have
an existing structure this may be different than if you are pouring a completely new slab for your
building or addition.

An alternative heating methods professional will be able to help you evaluate all the potential
alternative heating methods available to you, combined with the specifics of your structure to help you
determine the best possible heating source for your home. When considering a company, always make
sure the company has years of experience and good, solid references. Do some research on your own
as well to ensure what the alternative heating methods professionals are telling you is in line with what
your independent research tells you. Alternative heating methods are an investment in your future and
you will be able to have a less expensive system over several years with a little research and care.

Alternative Heating Methods

http://www.radiantsolutions.com

are becoming more popular with home

builders as they save energy and are more efficient in heating your home. Radiant Heat solutions for
your home. Call Toll free 877−300−8842
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