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Analyze The Costs Before You Buy A Boat
By Jonathon Hardcastle
Owning a boat costs much more over time than the actual purchase and the fuel to run the boat.

There are two types of costs associated with owning a boat: one-time costs like the actual purchase,
titing and outfitting of the boat and ongoing costs like fuel, insurance, maintenance and docking.

When you purchase a boat, the first decision is to buy new or used. Used boats obviously cost less but
may have fewer features and more wear than a new boat. Additionally, new boats often come with
warranties. Buying a boat is similar to buying a car and shopping around for the best deal and the best
financing can save you a lot of money up front. If you're buying a new boat, dealers often charge a
"commissioning" fee to cover the installation of any special equipment, tuning the engine and other
post—purchase items. You will also have to pay sales tax and some states have a personal property tax
that must be paid on boats over a certain size.

Most boat owners a responsible about budgeting for the initial purchase and outfitting of their boats,
but underestimate the ongoing costs, which are the bulk of the costs of owning a boat. Insurance is the
most important of these costs and the most complex. Getting quotes from several companies will
ensure you get the best rate. Also, agents that specialize in boat insurance will be able to help you
understand any language specific to boats that you may not be familiar with.

Dockage is another ongoing cost, unless you are lucky enough to own waterfront property. Slip fees
vary by size and amenities offered. For example, in San Diego a slip with water and electricity for a
32-foot boat costs around $300 per month. Many boat owners also do not realize that if they want to tie
up at a different marina or dock than their own that there may be a docking fee.

Maintenance is such a persistent ongoing cost that it has become almost a joke among boat owners.
Before you purchase your boat, you should study the owner's manual and the manufacturer's website
to get an accurate idea of yearly maintenance costs. Maintenance costs include more than just engine
maintenance. Consider the costs of replacing sun—faded fabric, hull painting and sail replacement as
well.
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Finally, you need to estimate gas costs. Many a novice boat owner has been tripped up by assuming
that gasoline costs the same at a marina as it does at the gas station. However, gas costs are marinas
are significantly higher than at the gas pump. Visit a few marinas to get a sense of what boat gas
actually costs.
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Think About The Right Boat Before Bying It
By Jeff Miles

The first thing you should know when choosing a boat is that no single boat will do everything. If your
looking for a boat that inspires confidence, don't expect it to shine in light air. Boats that are exciting to
sail on the weekends aren't the ideal boats for a passage through the ocean.

You shouldn't expect to find quick acceleration and load carrying capacity together with the same boat.
You can buy a boat now to race or fish, then sail around later — as you can only do one or the other with
a specific type of boat.

The logic to choosing the right boat is determining how you plan to use the boat. Think about why you
want to own a boat, what you plan to do with it, and how you plan on using it.

For some, beauty is the first consideration. For sail boats beauty is very important, as you'll spend a
majority of time floating and sailing around, with many people looking at your sail boat. With people
looking at your vessel, you want to make sure that it looks nothing short of amazing.

If you are planning to race instead of cruise, then speed is your primary consideration. There are many
cruising sailors out there who simply can't be happy unless their boats are moving very fast. The ideal
boat for speed demons are those that can cut through the water, creating plenty of waves.

Fishermen on the other hand, want to look towards fishing boats. Trackers and other boats that are
designed for fishing are ideal here. Fishing is one of the most popular boat activities, meaning that
you'll have plenty of boats to select from.
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When it comes down to it, selecting the right boat is up to you and what you plan to do with it. Take
your time, weigh your options, and you'll have the right boat before you know it.

Are You Searching For A Catamaran, Yacht, Kayak Or Just Fishing Boats? Just visit Jeffs website at:

http://www.danmarpowercats.com
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