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How many times have you seen it in ads, ezines, and
articles? ANYONE can be a writer! Right. But the question is
do you want to read what they write? | was not always an "A"
student in school or college, but | do know how to hit

*spell check* on the computer or typewriter. | also know how
to use a dictionary to check the meaning of a word. Anyone
ever try looking in a reference book to learn how to use
commas or quotation marks properly?

There are many people in the world, especially the Internet
world, with brilliant ideas and huge warehouses of knowledge
within themselves. But not all of these people can express
these ideas to others in a way that is informative and

easily understood.

As a *newbie* | don't know and understand a lot about HTML,
but | realized my need to learn it, so | recently checked

out two different sites with free courses on the subject.

The first one | looked at (I will be nice and not mention

the name!) was so technical | couldn't find my way out of a
paper bag if | didn't already know how. The second site had
a printable ebook (free) of the same info that appeared on
the site. Needless to say, | printed out the ebook, which
was written in *everyday* language that | could understand.
(You have to realize that I'm the Dummy those books were
written to.) | learned more in five minutes than | thought
possible.
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So, its not always WHAT you know, but whether you can TELL
others what you know! Having a head full of knowledge
doesn't help anyone but yourself, if you're not able to

relate it to others. If you don't know how to spell, use

*spell check* to correct your writing. If you don't

understand the rules of punctuation and grammar, find a good
proof-reader to look over what you have written. Let someone
else check your writing, someone not as knowledgeable in the
subject as you, to see if it's easily understood by others.

There are ways to make your writing something to be read and
appreciated by others. Good luck and better writing!

Patricia Deere Ring is a freelance writer living inTarkington Prairie, Texas with her retired husband.
She runstwo businesses of her own and can be contacted by email
atmailto:pring@contentbuilders.com or on her Web site athttp://www.contentbuilders.com
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What to look for in a technology writer.

A good technology writer has a good portfolio. The writer you want will have samples that parallel the
content you're looking for. A good portfolio sample can be found at
http:/mww.GeerCom.com/samples.html.

A good technology writer is a good investigator. A professional technology writer takes time to get to
know you, your publication, and your goals. What do you really want to get out of this project? A great
writer will ask because a disciplined professional needs to know.

A good technology writer is a team player. Professional writing requires top—notch communications
skills on all levels, not just in the text of your articles and features. The writer you want should be able
to carry on a dialogue with you and your team to discover your needs, and to make sure that they are
met.

A good technology writer is prepared to work with you and your team until you're satisfied.
Consultations, revisions and changes should be built into the fee. These are part of the process and
should be foreseen by the writer.

Finally, a good technology writer instills confidence. After providing the necessary requirements and
information, you should feel comfortable letting the writer drive where the story is concerned. You
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should be able to rely on their responsiveness to your queries. You should be assured that they will
deliver all that you expect and more.

About the AuthorDavid Geer is chief technology writer, technical journalist and owner of Geer
Communications, which helps print and elecontric publications meet their content needs. E-mail him at
David@GeerCom.com, call him at 440-964—-9832, or check out the Geer Communications Website at

www.GeerCom.com.
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