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Are You Thinking Of Hiring A Personal Injury Lawyer?

By D Ruplinger

If you have been injured and are thinking of hiring a personal injury lawyer there are a few things to
keep in mind.

First of all, find a lawyer who specializes in your type of case and in the type of law your case falls
under. You want a lawyer who specializes in personal injury law, not one who specializes in other
areas of law such as criminal law, wills, estates, or divorce.

Talk to several lawyers before hiring one to handle your case. Most personal injury lawyers offer a free
initial consultation to discuss your case. This consultation gives you the opportunity to ask the lawyer
guestions such as: how much experience he or she has; what the fees are; what he or she feels your
chances of having a successful case are; who will be working on your case (it may be an associate
rather than the person you have the initial consultation with); and how long he or she feels it will take
for a resolution of your case.

The initial consultation is for the benefit of both you and the lawyer. While you are deciding whether or
not you want to hire that particular attorney, the attorney is looking at the case and deciding if it is a
case he or she wants to take on.

During the consultation ask each lawyer the same questions so you have the information to equitably
compare each lawyer and decide who you can work with best. You want to work with someone you are
comfortable talking to because you may have to discuss some very personal information with your
lawyer; so take note of how comfortable or uncomfortable you are when you visit each lawyer.

Take all the information you have about your case with you for each initial consultation including
photos but don't take your originals. Take copies. When you do sign a contract with a lawyer you may
be asked to provide the originals, but copies should be fine for your initial consultations.

Before signing a contract with a lawyer, make sure you understand the contract. Personal injury
lawyers almost always work on a contingency basis. This means the lawyer only gets paid if he or she
wins your case. Instead of the fee being hourly, the fee is a certain percentage of your award, typically
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one-third. You would then receive the other two-thirds of the award. But if any fees such as filing fees,
expert withess fees, etc. are paid out of your portion of the award the actual amount you receive could
be significantly less than two—-thirds. Make sure you understand whose responsibility the extra costs will
be.

If an attorney declines to take on your case, don't be offended. Instead ask them for a recommendation
of a lawyer they think may be able to help you with your case.

And keep in mind that using a small-claims court can be a viable option to using an attorney in certain
personal injury cases, but it is still a good idea to consult with an attorney first to see if that is best
course of action for you to take with your particular case.

D Ruplinger is a featured writer for
http://www.damageattorneys.com
. For more information about

personal injury lawyers and information on free consultations visit

http://www.damageattorneys.com

Understanding Your Rights When Injured

By Ashley Green

Finding yourself injured can be a troubling, lonely, and confusing experience. Advice will come from
several different places and it can be completely overwhelming. It will seem that you have little time or
emotional strength to deal with or make sense of your rights or what to do next. It is very important to
understand your rights and what type of claim to file to insure that you are properly compensated for
your injuries and that the process is as quick and as painless as possible.

There are 3 types of personal injury claims in which one may file; negligence, strict liability and
intentional wrong. If someone injured you as a result of carelessness on their part then you may file
your personal injury claim as a form of negligence on their part. If an injury is caused by the use of a
defective product, then you may file a claim as strict liability. If you have an injury is a result of
international behaviors of other individuals or institutions, you are able to file a personal injury lawsuit
as well as criminal charges.

Once you have figured out which type of claim you need to file based on your personal injury, you will
need to find a lawyer. It is pertinent that you find one that specializes in personal injury law. Most
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personal injury lawyers offer free initial consultation to discuss your case so talk to several lawyers
before hiring one to handle your case.

Be advised, using a small claims court can be a viable option to using an attorney in certain personal
injury cases. For minor injuries resulting in say, a car accident, it is best to deal directly with the
insurance company as to avoid potentially expensive legal fees. For more serious cases, hiring a
lawyer will let the insurance companies know that you are serious about the case at hand and can
often help the process move along more thoroughly. No insurance company or defendant wants to
deal with a lengthily lawsuit as they are paying the people on their side for their time as well.
Remember, the absence of legal representation can put you in a fairly adverse position.

There are several important questions that need to be asked once you have found a personal injury
lawyer including:

- What rights do | have that need to be protected?

- What claim letters need to be sent; how many insurance companies must be notified? Will you do this
for me?

- How long have you and your law firm been practicing law?

- When will | be charged? How much?

- Will I be charged a legal fee if you do not recover money for me?

- Who will pay my medical bills; physical therapy bills; drug bills; transportation expenses; temporary or
permanent household help; lost income; property damage; and pain and suffering?

Never feel apprehensive about asking questions of your lawyer. You are the one paying for him/her
and he/she is there to work for you!

Ashley Green -
Injury Attorney
at

http://injury—attornies.info
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