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Recently, it seems like everyone looking to get a portable mp3 player. Like most new electronics,
prices continue to drop and manufacturers continue to add more features. If you are like me and want
to have music with you all the time, then a portable mp3 player would definitely be something to add to
your wish list this year.

So what exactly does a portable mp3 player do?

It basically stores your music files in a compressed format on a mini hard drive. In fact, the hard drive
space on some top of the line mp3 players like the Apple iPod can easily rival the space on a low end
desktop PC. It is the genius of the design, and of the mp3 format that allows you to carry so many
tunes on your player. Mp3 files are music files that have been compressed to about one tenth of their
actual size.

To listen to the music, you need a player that takes the file and slowly decompresses it without losing
any of the sound quality. This is what you get with an mp3 player. A portable mp3 player just takes it to
the next level by adding an enormous amount of space. If you buy one of the 40Gig iPods for example,
you can store about 10,000 songs on the system. Not bad for something that can easily fit inside a
purse or jacket.

So how do you pick the best mp3 player?

You pick one based on your daily needs and your budget. Mp3 player are not cheap. Considering the
amount of engineering it takes to get that music into such a small box, it's a wonder they don't cost
more than they do. If you are a very active person who wants to take your player with you everywhere
you go, experts recommend that you consider the flash memory models.

You won't be able to store as many songs as on the jukebox model, but it's a good way to get a stereo
on the go. If the price is right and the sound is good, then a flash memory player is great for people
who like to workout and stay active. It will stand up a little bit better to all the wear and tear on your
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system.

If you want to get the player, but don't plan on using it while working out, then there is the jukebox
model. Either one would be a good gift for friends and family, or for your self.

You can find more pictures and information on the many different brands of portable mp3 players at
any major music retailer
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The MP3 movement started out with a huge audience of music enthusiasts on the internet. The MP3
digital music format has had, and will continue to have, a huge impart on how people, gather, listen to
and share music.

The MP3 format is a compression system for digital music that helps reduce the size of a digitized
song without disturbing the sound quality. Digital music is converted to MP3 format and made available
for use, usually via the web. MP3 files can be downloaded onto your computer from the internet and
special software, either commercial or freeware. Using your computer and software you can convert
digital music from a CD into MP3 format.

MP3 files can be played in three different ways:
1. They can be played directly onto your computer.
2. They can be decompressed and recorded onto a CD.
3. These files can be played on a portable MP3 player.

The advantage of MP3 players is that they are small, lightweight and rugged. They are a great way to
carry your MP3 files with you!
With a portable MP3 player, a personal computer, and the appropriate software, you can do the
following:
1. Obtain free or low−cost music from the web.
2. Create your own mix of music by downloading MP3 files from the web and converting the tracks
from CDs.
3. Listen to near−CD quality music wherever you go.
4. Listen to more music (up to 10 hours' worth).
If you want to convert your songs from your CDs into MP3 files, you can use ripper and encoder
software. A ripper copies a song's file from the CD onto your hard disk. The encoder compresses the
song into the MP3 format. By encoding songs, you can play them on your computer or take them with
you on your MP3 player. The ripper and encoder software may come with your MP3 player.
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The specific instructions will vary with the individual software programs, but the following steps will
definitely take place:
1. Place the CD from which you want to convert songs into your drive.
2. Select the track(s) that you want to convert to MP3 format.
3. Convert the selected track(s).
4. Copy the new MP3 files on to your computer's hard disk.
Now you are ready to download these MP3 files into your portable MP3 player.
Once you have MP3 files on your computer, you can use the software that came with your MP3 player
to download the files into your MP3 player. Again, the specific instructions will vary depending upon
your software program and player, but you will:

1. Create a playlist from your MP3 files.
2. Plug the player into your computer's parallel of USB port.

3. Transfer the MP3 files according to the instructions.
Once you have downloaded the MP3 files into your portable MP3 player, you are ready to take your
music anywhere. Most MP3 players are small, lightweight, and solid−state. Because most players are
solid−state, there are no moving parts to break down or skip, so the sound quality is uninterrupted
regardless of your physical activity. MP3 players are equipped with various types of headphones or
earpieces.

Portable MP3 players can play music longer than a portable CD player. The length of play for a CD
player is about 74 minutes, the length of one CD. However, the length of play for an MP3 player
depends upon its memory capacity, which can be upgraded on some models. A standard MP3 player
can play for about half an hour (32 MB) to a few weeks (40 GB)! Some models can be upgraded with
additional memory devices.

Keith Kingston is a professional web publisher, offering information on mp3 downloads and mp3
players. You can visit his website at http://4−mp3−downloads.com/
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