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As a child | wanted to ask why

| was handed a remote control;

As a child | wanted to touch a leaf

| was told to wash my hands;

As a child | wanted to hear the

sounds of a bird

| was told they were "dirty" and

full of germs;

As a child | wanted to reach for the

stars

| was told that weapons and rockets were already there;

As a child | saw other children crying in the news and on the TV
| was told we were "winning the war";

As a child | wanted to color a rainbow

But | wasn't allowed to play on the computer;

As a child | took a stick and drew pictures in the soil,

| was told that it interfered with the landscaping;

As a child my heart was full of joy

| was told to be quiet so everyone could hear the TV,

As a child my eyes wanted to take everything in

| was told to close them and dance to the beat;

As a child | was bewildered and hurting

| was told that we live in a Great Nation;

As a child — | grew up

Into a world filled with greed, rage, and anger,

Now my child asks, wonders, and feels,

And | will let him discover, ask, and find,;

I will let him explore his world, holding in my heart the fear that there won't be one soon;
But, in the meantime, he will know what love, and fun, and touching and feeling is all about
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So help me God.
©Arleen M. Kaptur 2003 February

Arleen has written books, and articles on Simple Living Please visit her site:
http://www.arleenssite.com
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Child Safety Tips by Monique Dyer

6 Ways to Prevent Child Abduction

1. Never leave your child alone in a public place, car, or stroller.

2. Point out a safe house or houses in your neighborhood, where children can go if they are in trouble.
3. Check older friends of your child and all potential babysitters.

4. Do not use clothing and toys with your child's name on it. A child will less likely to fear someone who
knows his/her name.

5. Always accompany your child into a public restroom.

6. Keep an up-to—date color photograph of your child, a Child ID, and medical and dental history, and
have your child fingerprinted.

Child abduction is a growing concern and there are simple precautions that you can take to help
safeguard your children.

Monique Dyer, President of Accurate Drug & DNA Testing, a Atlanta—based company selling on-site
drug testing kits to businesses and DNA Testing services to consumers. She currently has a bi-weekly
child safety tips newsletter, promoting safety with Children's identification, fingerprinting, and DNA Kit
to parents. To subscribe go the website at the bottom of the page
http://www.accuratedna.com/childrenSAFEGUARD YOUR CHILD!
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