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As Time goes Buy

By Maxine Greco

Looking for the perfect gift for an occasion? Need something outstanding for an anniversary or for a

wedding, a retirement gift, or for a special birthday? A clock will make a lasting impression and is the
perfect choice for just about any situation.

Everyone knows that we are a time driven society. We always have to be somewhere. We are in a
rush to make a train, plane or bus or we have to meet or pick someone up at a certain time. The
wristwatch just doesn't cut it anymore − you need a clock in every room. And what a great gift a clock
makes. They are available in just about any price range. They come in wood, brass, glass, crystal,
marble, silver or goldtone. They can be personalized or engraved to make a lasting impression. They
can be hung on a wall or placed on a table or shelf. They go in your office, library, kitchen, den or
dining room. They can even be found in a bathroom. Clocks can be purchased in every type of decor
or color to match or contrast with the area they will be placed. They are available in electric or
battery operated models. There are also travel versions. Many have an alarm, some play music or
chimes.

There are wall clocks and mantel clocks that play a different sound or tune on the hour.
Westminster chimes is a popular sound for the mantel clocks. How can anyone forget the wall clock
that had a different bird sound every hour. Many of these clocks have an automatic shut off that keeps
them from making noise when the room is dark and everyone is presumably asleep. There are also
Lucite desk clocks that change color with every minute. The time changes from red to purple to green
to blue and you have to love it. And who could forget those coo−coo clocks that were popular years
ago?

Some people prefer analog while others may prefer the digital version. Many of the digital versions
will also give the day and/or date. They can also give the room temperature, the phases of the moon,
or an estimate of the expected weather. Analog clocks can have roman numerals, or regular numbers.
The very popular Movado clocks have just a dot for the twelve. Some clocks will also have room for a
photo. Many other clocks are combined with a pen or note paper to make them a desk accessory.

There are also clocks that give the time around the world. These are especially useful to anyone
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that conducts business in different countries, or anyone that has family traveling or living abroad. It's
easier to know the time when you can see it in front of you, instead of having to count all those hours
ahead or behind. World clocks are available in analog or digital versions. These clocks make
especially nice corporate gifts and are often shown with a company logo or other personalization.

Movado, Bulova, Seiko, and Seth Thomas are some of the better−known brand names. Howard
Miller also makes those furniture clocks that are popular once again. These names represent fine
quality clocks that anyone would be proud to give or receive. The next time there's an occasion and
you can't figure out what to purchase, remembers that it's always the right time to give a clock as a
gift.

Maxine Greco has been in the luggage and travel business for over 35 years. She currently works at

Village Luggage and Gifts

.

Coin Collecting: What And When To Buy

By News Canada

(NC)−Three basic rules here: buy what you like, buy what you can afford, and buy at a reasonable
price. Follow this advice and you'll enjoy your coins more, you won't pay too much for them and you
won't go bankrupt. Your collection should be fun to own, not a burden on the family finances. The best
way to get good deals, and avoid the bad ones, is to pick up some standard reference catalogues and
study the pricing very carefully. As a rule, it's better to own one high quality coin than a bunch of
mediocre ones.

As for when to buy, coin collecting represents a wonderful way to commemorate great events in your
life; you could buy a coin to celebrate your child's graduation, or a new baby. You can also buy coins to
mark historic events such as the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.

For more information on coin collecting and what to buy, visit the Royal Canadian Mint website at

www.mint.ca

.

− News Canada

News Canada

provides a wide selection of current, ready−to−use copyright free news stories and ideas

for Television, Print, Radio, and the Web.
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News Canada

is a niche service in public relations, offering access to print, radio, television, and now

the Internet media, with ready−to−use, editorial "fill" items. Monitoring and analysis are two more of our
primary services. The service supplies access to the national media for marketers in the private, the
public, and the not−for−profit sectors. Your corporate and product news, consumer tips and information
are packaged in a variety of ready−to−use formats and are made available to every Canadian media
organization including weekly and daily newspapers, cable and commercial television stations, radio
stations, as well as the Web sites Canadians visit most often. Visit

News Canada

and learn more about

the NC services.
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