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During the 9/11 Commissions dog and pony show hearings, especially in the questioning of Dr. Rice,
much was made of the now infamous August 6th 2001 Presidents Daily Briefing memo. 9/11
Commissioner Richard Ben−Veniste pressed Dr. Rice about the PDB memo, which was still classified,
as to the title of the memo and whether it advised of any threats of attacks. Dr. Rice responded that
she believed the title was "Bin Laden Determined to Attack Inside the United States." Dr. Rice then
attempted to answer the second part of Mr. Ben−Veniste's question when he rudely interrupted her,
however Dr. Rice insisted on completing the answer to the question and went on to say that it "did not
warn of any attacks inside the United States . It was historical information based on old reporting. Mr.
Ben−Veniste response was to call for the memo's declassification for the public to see.

Well, Mr. Ben−Veniste got his wish and the memo was declassified on April 10th, with some minor
redactions. I read the memo, which I had expected to be voluminous, in wake of the way the 9/11
commission was touting it. I agree completely with Dr. Rice's description of the memo and what it said.

The memo spoke of clandestine, foreign government, and media reports that since 1997, Bin Laden
had wanted to conduct terrorist attacks in the U.S., and that in television interviews in 1997 and 1998
that he would follow the example of World Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef ( 1993 WTC bombing)
and "bring the fighting to America." Okay, so far I'm falling asleep here, this is old news, or as Dr. Rice
put it, "historical information based on old reporting."

The memo goes on to say that after the U.S. missile strikes on his base in Afghanistan in 1998, Bin
Laden wanted to retaliate in Washington. So far still old news.

Further on in the memo an Egyptian Islamic Jihad operative stated that at about the same time, Bin
Laden was planning to exploit the operative's access to the U.S. to mount a terror strike. Still old news.

The memo stated that Bin Laden may have been part of the 1999 millennium bomb plot against the
Los Angeles International Airport by Ahmed Ressam which was foiled and that in 1998 Abu Zubaydah ,
Bin Ladens lieutenant, was planning his own attack. It spoke of the 1998 attacks against the U.S.
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Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 and how Bin Laden associates surveilled our Embassies in
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in 1993, and that members of the Nairobi cell planning the bombings were
arrested and deported in 1997.

According to the memo, Al−Qaeda members, some who were U.S. citizens, have resided in or traveled
to the U.S. for years and that the group apparently maintained a support structure that could aid
attacks. Two Al−Qaeda members found guilty in the conspiracy to bomb our embassies in East Africa
were U.S. citizens, and a senior EIJ member lived in California in the mid−1990's.

The memo also said that a clandestine source stated in 1998 that a Bin Laden cell in New York was
recruiting Muslim−American youth for attacks. It went on to say: We have not been able to corroborate

some of the more sensational threat reporting, such as Bin Laden saying in 1998 that he wanted to
hijack a U.S. aircraft to gain the release of the "Blind Shaykh" 'Umar'Abd al−Rahman and other U.S.
held extremists. Nevertheless, FBI information since that time indicates patterns of suspicious activity
in this country consistent with preparations for hijackings or other types of attacks, including recent
surveillance of federal buildings in New York.

The memo ended stating that the FBI was conducting 70 Bin Laden related field investigations in the
U.S. and that the CIA and the FBI were investigating a report of a call to the embassy in the UAE in
May stating that a group of Bin Laden supporters were in the U.S. planning attacks with explosives.

It certainly seems to me that Dr. Rice hit the nail right on the head when she stated in her opening
statement, that all the intelligence before the 9/11 attacks was "not specific as to time, nor place, nor
manner of attack." Anyone who really wants to find out the truth can see that this memo was full of old
information, that the last paragraph of the memo, the only part of the memo that dealt with the current
information at the time was ambiguous at best.

The fact that the FBI and the CIA were conducting investigations into possible Al−Qaeda in the United
States planning attacks shows that steps were being taken on those suspicions and that any logical
person reading the memo would conclude that the proper action would be taken by these agencies if it
were warranted.

What it does not show is that we knew that aircraft were going to be used in attacks against United
States citizens, or that the President was briefed on such information, because the simple truth and
fact of the matter is ladies and gentlemen, the memo did not state that and he wasn't briefed as such.

This so called smoking gun has turned out to be nothing more than a leaky water pistol, it hasn't done
any damage, it's running out of ammo, and it's all wet.

Host of the political conservative talk show, Talk Show America on the IBC Radio Network. 24 year
veteran police officer, former local politician and the Director of Emergency Management in
aMassachusetts town.
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Decide Right Now to Believe that You CAN Quit Smoking

Studies of smokers who successfully quit smoking show that one of the most important traits of a
successful quitter is their belief that they have the ability to quit smoking.

Good Reasons for Quitting Smoking
Quitting smoking is one of the most important things you will ever do:

You will live longer and live better.
Quitting will lower your chance of having a heart attack, stroke, or cancer.
If you are pregnant, quitting smoking will improve your chances of having a healthy baby.
The people you live with, especially your children, will be healthier.
You will have extra money to spend on things other than cigarettes.
Five Keys for Quitting Smoking
Studies have shown that these five steps will help you quit and quit for good. You have the best
chances of quitting if you use them together:
Get ready.
Get support.
Learn new skills and behaviors.
Get medication and use it correctly.
Be prepared for relapse or difficult situations
Nicozan helps you stop smoking.
Not only will you stop smoking with NicozanTM, you will lose weight. We guarantee it. Even if you have
failed before you will succeed with NicozanTM. If you are worried about weight gain, don't be.
NicozanTM is specially formulated with one of the world's best known weight loss aids. NicozanTM kills
the craving for nicotine, cleanses the poisons caused by smoking from your body and eases the
symptoms of withdrawal. There is no product to help you quit smoking that is more effective than
NicozanTM.

Learn more at

.

J. Ratliff is an avid health article writer for various websites.
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