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BRING OUT YOUR INNER ROMEO OR Juliet!

−− Or, where to find a romantic rendez−vous to reconnoiter? −

By Theolonius McTavish, currently a ribald roving reporter (with an abiding interest in arcane topics like
curious, odd, or downright postively playful placenames), and part−time errant carpet knight, (a left−over
piece of Karma from a previous lifetime)

Valentine's Day is rolling around again. What would February 14th be without all those wretched little
red, cinnamon−flavored candy hearts and calorie−laden chocolate candy kisses?

Well, if you're not into any of these sumptuous "sweet nothings", maybe a Valentine vacation might do
the trick. If so, you've got plenty of "hot" spots to choose from in North America.

For the benefit of mapless folk, North America includes the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and that
cold comfort country (on the other side of the 49th parallel, just a tad due south of Santa's hangout at
the North Pole lies an off−the−beaten track place) called, "Canada".

For the digitally−inclined, a quick peek at any road atlas or an on−line GPS geo−locator service will
certaintly whet one's appetite for a romp in the hay with a sizzling "Voluptuous Vixen" or a secret
rendez−vous with a "Rudolph Valentino", far away from the madding crowds.

Let's see, my list of romantic reconnoitering retreats includes these humdingers and doozies. They
may look a tad over−the−top, but I'll have you know these little gems actually exist.

So Don Juan, Casanova and Romeo, not to mention the damsels−in−distress like Juliet and all the other
divas ...what are your waiting for? Just grab your gear, step on the gas and hit the highway of life. And
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don't forget to stop off at these delightful destinations to get in the mood and set hearts a flutter!

On second thought, perhaps you'd like to think twice about your last−minute libidinal travel plans. After
all you, may have to blow some serious coin in all these pleasure palaces filled with all manner of
decadent indulgences or at the very least how to cope with the red heart−shaped balloon−filled events.

Hmmmm...let's see where to begin...

Bella Bella (British Columbia - Canada)
Bigger (Saskatchewan - Canada)
Bird−In−Hand (Pennsylvania)
Bliss Landing (British Columbia - Canada)

Blue Ball (Pennsylvania)
Bummerville (California)
Camelot (Texas); Camelot Beach (Ontario - Canada)
Climax (Colorado, Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Saskatchewan −
Canada)
Clo−oose (British Columbia - Canada)
Cockeysville (Maryland)
Comfort (Texas)
Conception (Missouri)
Conception Bay (Newfoundland & Labrador)
Cupids (Newfoundland & Laborador)
Dildo (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Dixville (Quebec - Canada)
Dropmore (Manitoba - Canada)
Eden (Texas)
Fannie (Arkansas)
Fanny Bay (British Columbia - Canada)
Fertile (Saskatchewan - Canada)
French Lick (Indiana)
Garden of Eden (Nova Scotia - Canada)
Glasscock (Texas)
Goochland (Virginia)
Groom (Texas)
Halfway (Texas)
Happy, Happy Union (Texas)
Heart's Content, Heart's Delight, Heart's Desire (all in Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Hitchland (Texas)
Holdfast (Saskatchewan - Canada)
Hoo Hoo (West Virginia)
Hoop & Holler (Texas)
Intercourse (Alabama, Pennsylvania)
Kinkora (Prince Edward Island - Canada)
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Kissimmee (Florida)
Little Paradise (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Little Heart's Ease (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Little Seldom (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Lolita (Texas)
Love (Saskatchewan − Canada)
Love Ladies (New Jersey)
Lovelock (Nevada, Utah)
Loving (Texas)
Matador (Texas)
Needmore (Texas)
Nippers Harbour (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Nuttsville (Virgina)
Ochiichagwebabigoining (Ontario - Canada −− if anybody can pronounce this one, let me know!)
Ogle (Kentucky)
Paradise (Nova Scotia - Canada)
Peel (New Brunswick - Canada)

Plum Coulee (Manitoba - Canada)
Point Comfort (Texas)
Red Head Cove (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Ripples (New Brunswick - Canada)
Romeoville (Illinois)
Sackville (New Brunswick)
Sexsmith (Alberta - Canada)
Shag Harbour (Nova Scotia - Canada)
Smackover (Arkansas)
Smuts (Saskatchewan - Canada)
Snag (Yukon Territory - Canada)
Snooks Arm (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Snug Harbour (Ontario - Canada)
Spread Eagle (Wisconsin)
Sugar Tit (South Carolina)
Sweet Bay (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Sweet Lips (Tennessee)
Tickle Cove (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Tiger Lily (Alberta - Canada)
Toogood Arm (Newfoundland & Labrador - Canada)
Trophy Club (Texas)
Truth or Consequences (New Mexico)
Valentine (Nebraska, Texas)
Wink (Texas)
Wolfe City (Texas)
Yum Yum (Tennessee)
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Now the real question is, just how many folks really admit to residing in these "hot" little communities,
and how many just visit to regale their friends with titillating trivia at the next "show and tell" Valentine's
party?

−− May the Power of the Pucker Be With You and Your's On This Auspicious Occasion! −−

Theolonius McTavish, currently a rambunctious roving reporter with oodles of time on his hands, and
precious little to ponder except eccentric things happening over at the Court of the Quipping Queen −−
www.quippingqueen.blogspot.com

The Economics of True Love

By Adeyemi Adetosoye

In the real world, can there be romance without finance? A common saying: No romance, without
finance. But what does it mean really? After a little thought about it and a hard look at the big picture,
we see that it actually derives from the fact that in the real world, there is actually some level of bias to
any decision we make, including our decision to love or be in love.

In a land of utopia therefore, it would seem perfectly reasonable that Love would know no bounds,
experience no biases. In our world however, far from any kind of utopia, biases begin to play their
different roles, one way or the other.

From a financial standpoint, most women want to be secure and go with whoever comes correct as far
as finances are concerned. But finances aren't the only bias in our society: upbringing, level of
education, manners, carriage, height, persona, charm, etiquette, to name a few. Plus of course, he or
she should be generally approved by our loved ones.

Expression of our individual biases however, does not mean we are mean people, or self−seeking
individuals. On the contrary, they point immediately to two main glaring things: that we are merely
humans in an imperfect world and our very human nature, with its whims and elements of choice and
free will, allow us to "filter" out our choices till we arrive at our `true love'.

But is this love so defined, pure and divine or is it just a load of baloney anyway? Yes it can be pure
and divine; no, it is not a lot of baloney. Why? Because from our very natures and the nature of the
world in which we live in, our whims must be tolerated, till we see Prince Charming or the Fair Maiden,
whoever they turn out to be.

True Love found in this manner, mustn't be confused with "love" that stems from a desire for self−gain
and greed. Yes, it is perfectly possible that finance may drive a romance. And yes, it is perfectly
possible that for the less−materialistic of us, finance does drive a romance, but to a much lesser degree
than may be considered healthy by most average standards.

A lust for self−gain and the romantic attachments that derive from this may only be considered greedy
and disgusting (relative terms, mind), if the romance that results is only for the material possessions
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and nothing else.

A financially−motivated romantic relationship then, in this guise may not be true love at all, but just the
love of self and the desire for self−gain. At the same time, whilst most `decent' folk may not have a
no−holds−barred attitude toward the `present' material/financial status of the one they admire, everyone
wants to see that the loved one has some "prospects", or some desire and motivation to make
something of him or herself in life. No one wants to be in love with the future bum. In this regard,
because of the basic instinct of survival which is perhaps the greatest instinct of all living creatures,
humans included, True Love may be assumed.

In this last context however, true love can only be assumed, after it has been tested, not to be a play
for the gold, but as a really genuine state of the mind.

This brings us quickly to the story of Romeo and Juliet. First and foremost, they were both from two
powerful, perhaps financially free, albeit feuding families. Without the knowledge (possible bias) that
Romeo was of the Montague family, she is drawn by him. When she later finds out, she mourns her
fate to the heavens and Romeo, hiding in bushes close to her house, hears her lamentation and
despite being initially dismayed that she was a Capulet, (this dismay cannot have been too great
however, otherwise what was Romeo doing lurking around Juliet's house in the first place?) is
immediately emboldened to make his feelings known to her. True Love had been found!

What is the moral of the story therefore in the light of the theme of my discourse?

True love can be found, despite any and all biases, financial included. He or she may not be well−off
now, but that can always change. Romeo and Juliet were not willing to risk their love over pride and the
squabble of some old and dead people; a squabble which was probably silly, of which they knew
nothing.

Yes, the need for security is very high, but if you truly love him or her, if the bias can be changed, you
will try to change it and have true love. If it can't be changed, or the other refuses to change to suit your
personal `filter' and make you both happy, then, you may have to let go.

Knowledge is not power...it is only empowering; the Application of Knowledge is Power.

Christopher Adeyemi Adetosoye is author of A Man's Guide to Finding True Love and A Woman's
Guide to Finding True Love, E−books, which are currently available at
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