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The history of backgammon, the oldest known board game, is an interesting one that began almost

5,000 years ago in Mesopotamia. Numerous variations of the game were adopted by other cultures
throughout the history of backgammon. Archaeologists continue to discover many similar games in the
ruins of ancient civilizations as they explore the intriguing history of backgammon.

The actual name for backgammon comes from a Welsh term meaning "wee battle." However, the
history of backgammon reflects many different names and versions. The aristocracy and slave
population of Egypt and Greece played a similar game called, "senat.” The Romans changed the
number of dice from two to three and called it "bac gamen" or "back game." From the Roman
civilization, backgammon moved to Persia, where it was again played with two dice in a game called
"Takhteh Nard" or "Battle on Wood." During the time of the Crusades, the Anglo Saxon soldiers and
traders played yet another version called "Tables" or "Tabula."

Throughout the history of backgammon, the Church attempted several times to ban the game, but
always failed. Cardinal Woolsey, in the 16th century, ordered all the boards burned, calling the game
“"the devil's folly." Burning the boards was useless, however, since any type of board could be drawn in
dirt or sand and played with small pebbles. Dice were often handmade and were small enough to be
easily concealed on a person or hidden in someone's home. Furthermore, the English were very clever
and decided to disguise the backgammon board as a folding book. Their innovative craftsmanship is
still evident in the board we use today.

Edmund Hoyle, the famous writer and gamesman, documented the rules and the history of
backgammon in the mid 1700's. Colonists from England brought backgammon to their homes in
America, along with chess and other board games of the times. Although the game of backgammon
lost some popularity in the Victorian era, it quickly reappeared and gained strength in the 20th century.
At this time, an unknown inventor devised the doubling cube, which offers players the opportunity to
multiply their initial wager by the amount on the doubling cube. Of course, some strategy and
experience is needed before using the doubling cube.
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Tournaments, books, magazines, and clubs are now a part of the history of backgammon. The
introduction of the game on the Internet has increased its popularity to an even greater extent.
Backgammon is a fast—paced, challenging, and entertaining game of skill and luck.
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Backgammon has been around for many years, and many different people have been playing the
game. Backgammon history is not known by many people, however it is an interesting piece of
information to look into. If you are a big player of the game, backgammon history may be a story you
want to hear about. Here we go.

Backgammon is the oldest game ever played. It is said to come from the Greek. It is said to be
originated in what is known to us today as Kuwait and Iraqg. This was between the times of 2900 and
1800 BC. So as | said, it is a very old game.

Back in this time a group of people called the Sumerians lived in this area and they were known for
some cultural creations like the wheel and math system. They also were thought to be the inventors of
the first written language.

They made their own version of the board used for the game and came up with their own pieces to
play with. Scientists found proof of this many, many years later and figured out they were playing
backgammon.

Backgammon was found to be played by nobles and the royal party. However now and maybe even
then, all cultures and all classes of society play game.

The Egyptians and the Romans played the game, however, they had different names for it. One was
the "Senet" or the Tabula. They were played with the same intentions, only different names and tables.

In the early societies, the game of backgammon was banned. In Japan, it was illegal. It is interesting
to think about today, that a board game was once outlawed in a society.
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In the late 60's, the game of backgammon became very popular. Everyone seemed to take an interest
in the game and they were playing in living rooms across the globe.

Now with all the technology of the world, you do not have to rely on a board game and getting out all
the pieces. If you have access to the Internet, then you can play backgammon with the click of a
mouse. There are many versions of the game offered online and you can play alone in the privacy of
your own home or at the office while taking lunch.

With the availability of Internet backgammon, you can practice up without anyone knowing. You can
have the advantage over the other players when it comes time to compete with friends or family and
some day you may even be ready for a tournament. Tournament play sounds like great fun.

As seen on
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William Smith lives in Florida with his wife and three cats. William writes frequently on many subjects
that may interest him. Writing poetry from an early age has been one of his many hobbies but has no
desire to publish his poetry.

William was in retail most of his life with a secret desire to write.

Born in Sebring Florida and educated in the state of Florida, William has been a Floridian most of his
life, surrounded by Florida's beautiful rolling green shrubbery and trees along with the breathtakingly
blue skies.

William has many websites along with

http://www.backgammonholygrail.com
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