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Beck − A Modern Musician And Poet Returns To The Stage

By Jay Nault

One of the more intriguing and mysterious figures in modern music is Beck, and he's hitting the

road this summer to provide more lasting memories for those lucky enough to attend his shows. Some
would call Beck a musician, while others would label him as a poet. The general consensus, however,
is that there is no label for Beck. Everyone who sees him and enjoys his music comes away with a
different meaning and effect, and that trend will no doubt continue for the foreseeable future.

Life Story

Beck was born Beck David Campbell on July 8, 1970 in Los Angeles. His parents seemingly passed
his unique set of artistic talents onto him, as his father, David Campbell, was a musician, and his
mother, Bibbe Hansen, was a visual artist. One can definitely see and hear these influences in Beck's
work.

Beck's parents separated early in his life, and Beck adopted his mother's last name. He stayed in Los
Angeles with his mother, and it was here that he gained his first outward exposure to the world of
music. Beck spent much of his time in Los Angeles dabbling in interests that included hip hop, rap,
rock and roll and Latin music, and eventually, all of these styles were morphed into Beck's work.

In the mid−1980's, Beck dropped out of high school and began to educate himself through travel. Beck
visited many places, including Germany, before eventually "settling" in New York City, where his
musical boundaries were widened once again by his exposure to the punk and anti−folk scenes.

Beck paid for much of his poverty−ridden lifestyle by simply performing on the street with a hat or guitar
case, and it was this experience that not only taught him the value of stage presence, but it also
reinforced the belief in Beck that the responsibility of putting on a show along with just playing music
was a crucial element in an artist's success.

In 1990, Beck moved back to Los Angeles, where he lived in a series of hovels and worked several
low−level, dead−end jobs to augment his income he made by street performing. During this time, Beck
tirelessly searched out venues that would allow him on stage to perform, and his tireless efforts
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eventually led to "the break" that every musician needs.

Career Takes Off

Beck was discovered in Los Angeles by the founders of Bong Load Custom Records, and the first
single Beck recorded for them is still his biggest hit to date. The single Loser was released in 1993,
and the demand for this single astonished everyone involved with the project. Radio stations
everywhere were looking for copies of the single to satisfy their listeners. Eventually, a bidding war
between highly−visible record labels led Beck to sign with Geffen Records.

Since then, Beck has produced eight subsequent "official" albums as well as several independent
releases with smaller labels. Every one of Beck's albums has sold at least 200,000 copies, and his
biggest seller was the 1996 release Odelay, which sold over 2,000,000 copies worldwide.

Comparisons

Musical experts from every corner of the globe have struggled for years to find an appropriate artist for
comparison. The list is long and varied, which speaks to just how unique Beck's style really is. Several
prominent artists that have drawn these comparisons include Prince, The Beastie Boys and even Bob
Dylan.

Beck's unique style of music is no more or less memorable than the stage show he provides. Props are
often used, and humor is always a central part of any performance. Beck also enjoys collaborating with
other artists both in the studio and on tour, and he has appeared and/or worked with the likes of The
Flaming Lips, David Bowie and Jack White of the White Stripes.

Beck will continue to thrill and sometimes baffle the music industry with his style and eccentricities, and
his tour this summer will encapsulate all that he's learned and accomplished in his career.
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By Anusuya Veth

Poems. Just the mention of them makes me smile. Why? Simple. I delight in writing and reading
poetry.

Some tend to think that to be a poet is not easy and that it must be those deep thinkers who can write
poems.

Actually all of us can be poets if we have creativity. After all poems are creations of our minds and our
experiences.

If you are still clueless and you think that you can never write a single poem, below are some inspiring
tips to awake the poet in you:

1. Read

Read other poets work and observe how they write. You don't have to read heavy stuff as there are
also writers who write simple and easy−to−understand poems. Start with simple ones to get into the flow
of poetry.

2. Poetry Class

Is there any poetry writing classes in your university or any other institutions? It will be a good idea to
join the class and learn about the basics of writing poetry as most beginners start this way.

3. Talk with Poets

Is there anybody whom you know is a poet? Speak to them and ask them how did they start writing
poems. They will be glad to share with you their experiences. By doing this you will be getting valuable
information from an expert and you can learn from their experiences.

4. Write

If you don't try you will never know so the next best thing to do is to pen a poem yourself. It could be
long or short but start working on the poems. You could also keep a journal for your poems.

5. Contests

There are many poetry contests both in magazines & in portals. Take part and submit your poems.
Once again this step is to encourage and motivate yourself to write poems.

6. Get Feedback

After writing the poems get a friend or better still a poet to give you feedback on your work. Ask them if
they like it and if they don't ask them why. By doing this you will be able to know how well your poems
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are able to communicate with others.

Like I said writing poems is a form of communication. It all depends on the writer and his or her
emotions and thoughts. But one key thing which pushes all us poets is the passion for writing them. So
get creative and start penning those hidden poems!

Anusuya Veth is a creative writer and poet. She got nominated to 'The International Who's Who in
Poetry' (May 2004). Her poems have been published in

poetry.com

. You can also download her free

special poetry collection ebook at

http://www.geocities.com/cupidtraps

anya_veth@yahoo.com
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