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Beginner's Guide To Online Casinos
By Ketsanee Tiamplern
If you want to begin gambling at any one of the online casinos found on the Internet, there are a few

things you should be made aware of. For one thing, not all online casinos are created equal-—not only
do casinos differ in terms of rules and regulations, but just like the traditional brick and mortar casinos,
different online casinos will offer up different forms of gambling entertainment. Also, not every online
casino is created as an "honest and forthright" gambling institution and the Internet gambler needs to
keep a wary eye open for online casino scams.

First, when you visit an online casino it is not wise to immediately sign up for an account just because
the website offers the type of gambling entertainment you love, nor is it wise to sign up because an
online casino website offer seems particularly appealing. Rather, it becomes necessary for Internet
gamblers to do a little research about the casino they are considering, before they create and account.
In doing so, the Internet gambler will be taking preemptive measures to protect their hard earned
money and to make sure that their gambling endeavors remain entertaining.

Internet gamblers should review every inch of an online casino's website——not a page should be
missed. Why? It is important to become familiar with the rules, regulations, game offerings, specials
and bonuses that the online casino offers. Signing up for an account at an online casino before
reviewing the information on their website is imprudent. Moreover, an Internet gambler should take the
time to compare the online casino they are considering with other online casinos? Why? Quite
simply——the gambler may find Internet casinos with more diverse gaming, better terms and conditions,
or better bonuses.

Alternatively, if a gambler finally decides to sign up for an account with any online casino, one should
engage in regular monitoring of their casino account. There have been instances in which gamblers
were not correctly paid, and in some instances, players have been locked out of their accounts without
further explanation. Thus, a wary eye must be kept on any casino one signs on with.

In the end, a little comparative shopping is in order. Internet users should read online casino reviews
and news and keep alert to various scams on the Internet. As long as gamblers take measures to
protect themselves, they will find that online casino gambling can be quite an enjoyable pastime.
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Online Gambling And Legislation
By Adel Awwad

With more than a trillion dollars changing hands around the world on online casinos alone, sooner
rather than later legislation will step in to exercise some form of control in the casino industry. Those
measures to control casinos and gambling during the early years worked as the casino had a physical
location. Today however casinos have moved online with no real physical location. The question arises
how legal are these online casinos?

Gambling legislation has not changed much since Congress passed the Wire Act in 1961. The Wire
Act states that "Whoever being engaged in the business of betting or wagering knowingly uses a wire
communication facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign commerce of bets or wagers or
information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event or contest, or for the
transmission of a wire communication which entitles the recipient to receive money or credit as a result
of bets or wagers, or for information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers, shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than two years, or both." This however only covered sports betting and not
casinos. There was also no Internet or Internet casinos during that time.

During 1998 both MasterCard and Visa sued Cynthia Haines for money she lost while gambling on an
online casino. She had lost more than US$70,000 to an online casino and could not settle her account
with the plaintiffs. She filed a counterclaim well within the state laws of California which prohibited
credit card loans for gambling be it online casinos or bricks and mortar casinos. That case was settled
out of court. Many states have now enacted their own legislation however casinos have moved their
gambling operations off shore to casino friendly countries.

Gambling has increased drastically with the advent of the Internet and online casinos. With huge profits
and vested interest in casinos there are also very strong lobbyists in government to keep gambling
unimpeded. The Internet Gambling Prohibition Act which was defeated in 2000 shows how much
vested interest there is in the casino and gaming industry. Cyberspace is the last frontier when it
comes to laws governing casinos. Only time will tell how legislation will catch—up with online casinos
and gambling websites.
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