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Benefits And Disadvantages Of Online Travel Agencies

By Frank Johnson

Once upon a time...

Before the dawn of the information super highway, brick−and−mortar travel agencies were the key to
booking travel arrangements and finding deals on airfare. These agencies helped travelers plan trips
and book flights, hotel and car rental reservations, and other travel necessities. But as the Internet
started to dominate all areas of commerce, travelers began to turn to online travel agencies instead of
the brick−and−mortars. These "virtual" agencies offered all the travel planning options and discounts
conventional travel agencies offered without requiring travelers to leave their home. No longer did
travelers need to make appointments and meet face−to−face with a travel agent just to make travel
arrangements. There was now a convenient online solution to booking travel arrangements and finding
discounts on airfare.

Reality Check

Online travel agencies haven't completely decimated the conventional brick−and−mortar shops.
Traditional travel agencies still do a great deal of business with travelers and are one viable solution to
booking travel arrangements. However, as busy as our lives can be, online travel agencies do offer a
quick and convenient solution to finding airline tickets without taking you away from home, or even
work − and the brick−and−mortar shops realize this. Some conventional agencies are also hitting the
web and establishing travel websites to cater to those individuals looking to quickly search for and
book flights. So even though online travel agencies haven't completely decimated the conventional
travel agency industry, they have established a viable and convenient alternative to booking vacations,
business trips, and other travel plans.

Life Still Exists in the Brick−and−Mortars

Conventional travel agencies still command a large portion of the travel booking industry. Their
face−to−face service is what keeps them in business and, depending on the needs of the traveler, a
more realistic solution to booking travel arrangements. When you book your travel plans through a
brick−and−mortar travel agency, you're working with real people and if you're a frequent traveler, it's
nice to have a "favored agent" to turn to for travel information and advice. With an online travel agency,
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you're simply interacting with a virtual interface that allows you to search for and book your own travel
plans without ever speaking with a live person. Many people prefer face−to−face interaction and would
never even dream about using a travel website to book their travel plans. There is still something to be
said about personal service and the conventional travel agencies are capitalizing on it by offering
personalized services and conveniences to travelers.

So Where do We Go from Here?

As you can see, there are benefits and disadvantage to both conventional and online travel agencies.
Each one offers its own experience and features that make it unique from the other and in favor with
different people. When it comes to selecting the best option for you, you merely need to ask yourself
"What am I looking for in a travel agency?" The best way to answer this question is to check out a few
online travel agencies, compare them to some brick−and−mortars, and see which ones have the

savings, products, and services you desire.

cFares is the first choice thousands of knowledgeable travelers are using right now to save hundreds
of dollars on low airfares. For more info on

http://www.cfares.com/onlinetravelagencies

and cheap

airfare, visit

http://www.cfares.com

The Easy Way To Cheap Holiday Travel

By Dial2Travel

Are people always telling you about the great travel deals they've got? Do they come back after two
weeks on the beach enthusing about how little money they spent? Having trouble working out how they
get hold of fantastic last−minute deals?

It's not as difficult to find cheap discount holiday travel as you might think. A little bit of planning and
research is usually all it takes.

Go online!

Although you can find good deals in high street agencies and travel publications, online travel agencies
are usually the best way to find great holiday prices. Operating an online travel site incurs much lower
overheads than running a shop or placing adverts in newspapers and those cost savings can be
passed on to customers. The benefits of searching for discount travel online can include:
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· Easy comparison - it's easier to compare prices between online sites than high street agencies.

· Better prices - online travel agencies can usually offer much lower prices.

· Straightforward booking - nearly all internet travel agencies take bookings online so you can book
your holiday without any fuss.

· Ticket−less bookings - low−cost airlines reduce costs in a variety of ways, including making check−in
easier. This means that in most cases you won't get a ticket if you book online, so you only need your
confirmation number and some photo ID to board

There are lots of online discount holiday travel websites to choose from, and it can be difficult to tell the
good from the bad, but if you make sure that the site you're using complies with the following criteria,
you should be on safe ground:

· Registered with a recognised professional association · Independent · Display registered office
address and non−internet contact details · Offer a secure payment system

By spending a little time looking for a good deal, it is possible to join the thousands of people that are
benefiting from cheap holiday travel.

Dial2Travel specialises in discount travel, from package holidays to flights only. Visit our website now
by clicking on

http://www.dial2travel.co.uk

Cheap Discount Holiday Travel.
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