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Bird House Building
By William Teleo
Birds are great additions to your backyard. Putting up bird houses is an excellent way to attract

them. However, not all birds opt to nest in bird houses. Birds differ in their habitat preferences and only
cavity—dwellers are probably interested in the bird shelters in your backyard. As it is, these
cavity—dwellers also have their own specifications about the kind of house they like. These are minor
measurements or feature issues but they are important for the birds. However, there are general
guidelines in building these houses.

First, it is important to identify the species of birds that visit your backyard. It is also necessary to
distinguish which are the cavity—dwellers from the tree and burrow dwellers. Common cavity—dwellers
are wrens, chickadees, bluebirds, and flickers. Choose one you like best and focus your bird house
design on it. Even if the idea of building multiple bird houses appeal to you, refrain from doing so
because birds are territorial animals.

Second, determine the required dimensions of your chosen bird. Forget asking the birds for these
because you'll get no answers. Dimensions of bird houses include entrance-hole, height, depth, and
floor size. Smaller birds like wren and chickadees usually prefer 4x4 floor size and a reasonable 8"
depth. Consult a bird book or the internet for information regarding the measurements of your bird
house.

Third, it is better to use untreated wood and lumber for bird houses. Aside from mimicking the birds'
natural habitat, natural wood also minimizes risks of poisoning and overheating. Treated and

processed wood like plywood contains preservatives like formaldehyde, which poses serious health
hazards to your feathered friends. Lumber that is classified as pressure—treated often contain toxic
chemicals which can poison the nesting birds. Paint is also a no—no. Chipping paint can be mistaken by
the bird for food and eat it. Also, metals and plastics are not suitable for building avian shelters since
they are both prone to overheating. You would want to provide the birds shelter, not an outdoor oven.

Fourth, in drafting or designing a plan for your bird houses, it is important to consider the birds' safety
against the elements and predators. Slanted roofs are preferable so rain, dirt, and moisture would not
collect on top and rot the wood. It is also preferable that the roofs extend over the sides and front.


http://www.natural-aging.com
http://www.natural-aging.com

Bird House Building

Perches are not really necessary since cavity—dwellers do not perch. Consider drainage and ventilation
needs. Drill small holes on the floor but make sure that these are smaller than the bird's feet. These
holes are also best placed on corners to help in draining water out in case of rain. Baby birds drown
easily and a bit of collected rainwater in their shelter is enough to send them to their deaths. Aside from
the relatively larger entrance holes, place ventilation holes along the house's walls or back. These let
heat escape to keep the structure comfortably cool. Placing the bird house atop a pole is a good way to
discourage predators like cats and raccoons.

Fifth, maintenance and cleanliness are also factors in bird house building. Unkempt bird houses are
causes of diseases, according to experts. To help you in maintaining cleanliness in the bird house, add
a backdoor. This way, you can easily remove unused nest and disinfect the vacated house. Droppings
and other dirt also contribute to the contamination and cleaning these out limits risks of infecting other
birds.

With these tips, you are on your way to designing and building your own bird houses. Help the birds by
treating these houses as if you live there. Considering the birds' safety in your bird houses ensure you
of longer years with your feathered friends.

For more valuable information on Bird Houses, please visit

http://www.birdhousesbylaura.com

Mishaps In A Critter Friendly Garden
By Jean Woods

Yesterday, | dropped a wooden bird feeder on a bird, oh my gosh, | felt so badly, however it did get
up, scold me loudly and carry on. This brings me to the issue of creature safety in my yard. Apparently
it isn't as critter friendly as | thought. You might want to close your eyes some of this is graphic in
nature.

| drowned a squirrel in my garden fountain, | didn't mean to. | like squirrels and have many squirrel
friendly parts of my yard. But sad to say he drowned because | didn't make sure he had a way out. So
if you have a bird bath or a garden fountain or a bird bath water fountain or any sort of water feature in
your yard make sure it has an escape ramp of some sort. A little pile of carefully placed rocks works
well.

Another safety consideration is how well your bird houses and bird feeders are attached to their
hangers. The bird house feeder that | dropped on the poor unsuspecting bird (who only wanted me to
fill it so he could have lunch) was an older one and apparently | hadn't checked it recently. When |
grabbed for it, the bird feeder fell apart dropping the roof on the little house sparrow. Well | guess that's
ironic roof/house sparrow (ooh poor bird).

After these several instances (and a few more) | have come to pay attention to garden safety. Here are
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a few tips. Make sure your bird bath water fountains and garden fountains have something that helps
the critters get up and out of the water. Check all moveable parts of birdhouse feeders and wooden
bird feeders to make sure they are securely attached and can hold the weight of a bird without falling
apart or falling off their hangers. Make sure that ornamental bird houses and bird feeders won't fall if
the breezes get too strong, or in my case if a cat, raccoon or occasional bear tries to hang from it.

Our gardens should be safe havens not hazards for our little friends. Since we invite them in we need
to make sure we protect them as best we can.

After working for over 20 years in an office, | decided to work at home and sell something | really like.
To me there is nothing like the sound of birds chirping in the morning. So after lots of pondering | chose
to help them out and provide them with their own home at

http://www.birdbathplus.com/
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