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(NC) — The mere thought of planning a birthday party fit for a princess can cause parents to panic — but
there's no need to stress because with the proper theme, your little girl's party can be a huge success.

According to birthdayuniversity.com, kid's parties have evolved significantly over the years, and are
getting more original everyday. Long gone are the days when the party was held in the backyard, and
the guests feasted on hotdogs, homemade chocolate cake and ice cream, followed by a few rounds of
pin the tail on the donkey and musical chairs.

Now, outside venues like restaurants, theatres and theme parks are all the rage, and colourful birthday
cakes in the shape of popular characters such as Barney are every kid's expectation.

Party themes have become increasingly elaborate too, and play a more central role in kids' birthdays.
To take the stress out of selecting a theme, entertaining.about.com suggests that you should use your
child's interests as a guide and take advantage of their imagination to help give them a party they won't
forget.

One theme that is always popular with little girls is Barbie. Parents across Canada can make it easy on
themselves by having a Barbie Birthday Popcorn Party at their local Famous Players theatre. A full
birthday package with a Barbie twist, the birthday girl receives Barbie-themed invitations to send out to
her friends, and the large party includes Barbie decorations, Barbie loot bags, and a personalized
Barbie cake.

"We're pleased to provide parents with an option that makes picking a birthday party theme that much
easier," says Erica Van Kamp, Marketing Manager, Girls Brands, Mattel Canada Inc. "We've worked
with Famous Players to create two totally Barbie-themed birthday packages that every little girl will
love. For more information call 1-888-3-FAMOUS."
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If you're having trouble picking a theme that will delight your little girl and her friends, there are several
online resources that offer advice. Websites such as birthdaypartyideas.com and amazingmoms.com
provide various theme ideas and suggestions from parents on how to select and create party themes
that meet your needs and make your child feel special.

Check out birthdaypartyideas.com to get great theme ideas, such as these:

Dress—up Party — Pick up some nail polish, hair accessories, makeup, and dress—up clothes. Then,
provide each girl with her own individual makeover followed by a photo shoot.

Princess Party — Make your little girl feel like royalty — decorate her throne with pastel streamers and

balloons, give her a tiara, let the guests make their own wands and then serve a Princess Castle Cake.

Tea Party — Have everyone dress up and pretend to be grownups while pouring and sipping tea. Set up
tables in the backyard with flowered tablecloths and matching tea set, and let each guest decorate their
own teacup.

Stargazing Party — Pitch some tents for a backyard sleepover, borrow or rent a telescope, and
purchase a star map from your local hobby shop.

Whether you're planning a party in the backyard, or at a venue outside of the home, save yourself time
and eliminate most of the typical birthday party frustration by picking a simple theme that meets your
budget and expectations.
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Perfect Party Themes

By Belina Storrey
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Very few people know how to party or celebrate well. Think about all of the parties you have attended
in the past couple of years. What sticks out from them? If they were fun, why? If you would dread going
to the parties again, why do you think that is? Can you remember elements of the parties that were
unique, or did they all pretty much seem the same? | have been to a lot of parties in my life, although
very few of them are memorable. | think one of the best ways to make a unique and truly fun party is to
start with great party themes.

Out of the maybe one hundred parties | have been to, only one or two of them have had great party
themes. Most of the parties did not have a theme at all. | think that we could learn a lot about planning
great parties if we began the planning with great party themes.

Party themes have such a huge potential in making parties fun because they focus the party around a
particular idea or concept. Starting with great party themes allows you to have details such as food,
decorations, games, and even costumes if you are really daring, to all centered around the same party
theme. What fun it can be to arrive at a party and see that everything from the napkins to the attire of
the hosts has been planned and done with intention. | guess that one of the main things that bugs me
about most parties is that they seem to be thrown together at the last minute. Don't get me wrong,
sometimes last minute parties can be fun, but usually | prefer a party with a little more intentionality.

Party themes can be easy and fun to determine. Think first about the guests that you will invite to your
party. Try to have party themes that fit the ages, hobbies and interests of your guests. Not many thirty
year olds will enjoy a barbie themed party (unless of course it is done as a satiric celebration). Shoot
for party themes that are appropriate for your guests and for the occasion of the party. Party themes for
a birthday will likely look different than anniversary or graduation parties.

In order to plan great parties with great party themes you will have to get creative. It might take a little
extra work, but | guarentee that you and your guests will be raving about the great party themes for
weeks afterward.

Belina Storrey loves to throw a great party. She is a consultant to people trying to pick the perfect party
themes for any and every celebration. Check out

for more.
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