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Bless Me Father, Bless Me!

May our Father daily increase your wisdom, love, gratitude, reverence, healing, peace, joy, happiness,
laughter and prosperity. In just about 15 seconds I declared my love for you by asking these blessings
for you. If you are one who does not know the One as Father, I wish you double portions of blessing.

Deepak Chopra tells us in the Second Spiritual Law of Success, the Law of Giving, that we should
never visit anyone without bringing a gift; a card with a sentiment, a flower, a silent prayer or blessing.
In fact, he says, a silent prayer or blessing is the best gift of all. He says we should make it a point to
bless everyone we meet, every day. He suggested a brief blessing like: I wish you peace, joy and
happiness. I thought that covered a lot but I asked what blessings I would like to receive and my list
grew to seven things. In a few weeks it grew to nine. In a few more it grew to ten, where I thought it
enough.

I began with wisdom because I remembered a proverb that said wisdom was the principle thing. With
all my getting, get me wisdom. That pretty much defines my quest for this life. Wisdom teaches the
value of love and love springs forth from wisdom. To have some of each brings gratitude for the gifts
and reverence for all who provide them. This attitude facilitates healing for self and others. As we
become whole, we find peace. In peace we find joy, in Joy we find happiness and contentment. In
happiness we find laughter. In the growth these blessings generate, we find a natural prosperity
unmeasured by material wealth. If I want these things for me, so do I truly want them for you and for
presidents, all their counsel, dictators and evil doers. Who on this earth has no need of blessing?

As I began to apply this wisdom, I was blessed in very unexpected ways. Yet I had much difficulty in
remembering to bless everyone I met every day. It occurred to me that I could incorporate this blessing
as a blanket blessing for the world during morning and evening spiritual practice. Everyone is blessed,
even when I forget to bless an individual I meet. I still try to remember personal blessing and grow
better at it with time.
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I had nominal religious training in a Protestant denomination between the ages of ten and sixteen. I
loved the ritual and not much else. I left the church and the religious family to have all day Sunday for
myself. I needed one day each week with nobody telling me what to do, for most of it. About fifteen
years later, fatherhood had me asking questions about the meaning of life and I began finding answers
wherever I looked, especially in the Scriptures. I became a fascinated Bible student. I would soon learn
that every answer raised more questions and I would never know it all.

I did a study on what is commonly called the Lord's Prayer, a prayer that already had a history in
America and its schools. In 1962, when the Supreme Court declared that God had no business in
government schools, I could see how the atheist's children could be made uncomfortable by this group
activity. I did not protest the loss of this daily ritual, or keeping the Pledge of Allegiance ritual, since I
was clearly pledging allegiance to the ones who operated the school that was preparing me for a

godless life.

Less than two years from the court decision, President Kennedy was assassinated. Less than two
years after that, we were going off to Vietnam. Before that war was over we were fighting a war on
poverty. Before that war was over we were fighting a war on drugs. I sensed a connection and my
study of the prayer confirmed it.

Incidental to my study of this prayer, I learned it was a fitting prayer for those who see theirselves in a
paternal relationship to the Supreme Power. Therefore, it could be prayed by Christians, Jews and
Muslims. It is a prayer given to students by a master, recognized by all three faiths, upon the request of
one student who thought it good to know just how to pray.

It is important to note the master did not respond saying, recite this prayer. He said to pray in this
manner and then gave the form which prayer should take. We are free to modify its content to our
liking and it is a matter of respect to frame our content in the proper form, as with a business letter. The
form is the thing of greatest importance to us and the content as given is secondary, but still important.

The very first word, "Our", is plural possessive − a claim of possession. I am not praying for me. I am
praying for us. Who we are depends on my worldview. We might be family, we might be the other
people praying with us. We might be the nation in which most of the children prayed for us, five days a
week. We might be all the Christians of the world. We might be all the people of the world. We might
be every living thing in this world. It is clearly a personal choice to define we/our or child of God.

"Father", the next word, puts to rest all arguments about the name of God. The master shows it is our
relationship that matters and the proper address expresses this relationship. "Who is in heaven"
distinguishes from a living biological father, but not one who has passed over. "Sacred is your name"
does distinguish from any biological father and explains the ancient Hebrew custom of not publicly
pronouncing a name. A sacred thing made common is no longer sacred, as in common sense. Name
in Scripture also symbolizes authority. For example; Israel means rules with God. This is why Abram's
name was changed and Jacob's. We are acknowledging this Father's authority in declaring the
sacredness of it.

Bless Me Father, Bless Me!

2



"Your kingdom comes" points to a future event every generation of believers longs for, and it is our
hope. Some of us know this kingdom is both at hand and within us. We know it is one of justice,
tempered by mercy, without cruelty.

"Your will is done". It doesn't seem so to many of us and many are critical of this will and its
possessor. Never−the−less, form demands this identification in our address. "On earth as in heaven" or
even in the heavens, if you prefer. This completes the opening address or identification of the One we
wish to hear our prayer. It is the attention getter. What is the point in writing a letter and sending it to
the wrong address? Should we then expect any good result?

I realized this prayer works equally well as a daily request or a thanksgiving. I prefer it as a
thanksgiving, morning and evening. I will treat it as a thanksgiving here: "We thank you for this day and
our daily bread". Even without bread, another day is a wonderful thing to be thankful about. Our daily
bread can extend far beyond our food to all our material needs. It is worth noting it is the first thing we
ask for or give thanks for because air, water and food are critical to our life.

"And forgiving our offences as we forgive those who offend us". Forgiveness is conditional. We can

expect it in the way we practice it. The blessing I began with implies forgiveness in the act of blessing
all. I can bless those I despise and I can just as easily forgive them if I so choose, and receive it
myself, as needed. Forgiveness brings peace in a way nothing else does. Is there little peace in your
world? Then there is little forgiveness in your world.

"Lead us not into testing, (for this we do ourselves) but deliver us from trouble". Many confuse the
word evil with the idea of wicked. Wicked is always trouble but trouble is not necessarily wicked and in
other Scripture, Father claims to create evil. We could say the flood was evil but it was not especially
scheming and calculated trouble for someone's personal gain, which we know as wicked.

In Scripture the formal close comes next and I decided this was the point at which I would personalize
this simple prayer, I had recited so often as a boy. "Thank you for helping us become instruments of
your peace; blessing those we bless and those who bless us". This is an acknowledgement that my
blessing may help no one at all, except it is backed by superior power. I paraphrased a small part of
the Prayer of Saint Francis because he was praying for himself and I am still praying for us.

"Thank you for daily increasing our wisdom, love, gratitude, reverence, healing, peace, joy, happiness,
laughter and prosperity, especially the leaders and authorities of this world, a world transforming from
one of fear to one of love." This is the gratitude I have for the increased power, as I see it, behind my
personal blessing. I see it as a power multiplier. You might see it differently.

"Thank you for granting us wealth, prosperity and abundance, that our light so shines before others,
they will see our good works and glorify you." Although this repeats the last blessing, it is the very thing
secular society teaches us to want and is worth repeating. It also reminds us there is one proper
purpose for wealth and to pervert this purpose is asking for trouble. Just ask a few lottery winners.

"For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen." The close, in proper form, is
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confirming the addressee and the equivalent of our Respectfully Yours, on a business letter. I never
fully understood why the Roman Catholic Church rejected this close, except some Pope decided it was
understood and unnecessary. I will always feel it is an important part of form and properly closes the
prayer.

When American children discontinued this prayer in school, one disaster followed another; not that we
were free from them in earlier years. I think it is safe to say that some families may have recited the
prayer before breakfast each day, but the majority did not and this precipitated much negative change
in America and the rest of the world. I did not continue with it on my "own time" once it stopped in
school. This was about the same time I left the church and became agnostic, suspicious and resentful
of all assumed authority.

My point is that if a great good to the whole world could come from millions upon millions of Christians,
Jews and Muslims, asking for and receiving these wonderful, magical blessings, through a few minutes
of daily prayer and blessing, why don't we all do it? A unity opportunity. I can think of two reasons. We
don't believe it makes a difference and we don't care if it does.

In Napoleon Hill's book, "Think and Grow Rich", he devotes at least a chapter to mastermind alliance.
He says there is great power in many people working in common cause. An Aquarian idea for sure. I
believe it. What if the purpose of each and every one of us is only to bless the earth, in word and
deed? What might be the effect of each of us fulfilling this purpose every day of our lives? It costs us
so little to test the idea and the result could just prove we can do something right after all. Surely the

deeds will follow the words. Who can bless and remain fearful?

edhowes@hotmail.com
Bedinghamstudio.com/view

Freelance writer published in websites and newspapers.edhowes@hotmail.comjustanotherview.com

Wild Gentiles Grafted Into Abraham's Blessings?

By Dr. Jay Snell

We show only sixteen of them here and healing is including in this list. See the faith building
paragraphs below.

Deut 7:9&11

9Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 11Thou shalt
therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this
day, to do them. (KJV)
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Notice that in verse 9, God calls his covenant with Abraham both "covenant and mercy." He said,
"Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;"

In other words, the Abrahamic covenant was a "covenant of mercy."

Next, see that the keeping of the Law of Moses enabled the Old Testament Abrahamic Seed Group to
maintain the blessings given them by birth in the Abrahamic covenant.

But how did keeping the Law of Moses enable God to continue the Abrahamic blessings of healing,
prosperity, family well being and salvation for them?

In the Old Testament, when a Jew sinned, Moses' law commanded that a certain sacrifice be made for
their specific sin. When they made the proper sacrifice in the proper manner, God deferred judgment
on the sin until Jesus came. Then He pushed that waiting sin under Jesus' blood. This way the keeping
of the Law, including the sacrifices, enabled God to continue the Abrahamic blessings without
interruption.

Here, we see that the law of Moses was given to maintain the blessings the Hebrews had been born
with in the Abrahamic covenant, which again, is called the covenant and the mercy which he sware
unto thy fathers.

Keep in mind that the law of Moses was never intended to enable the Old Testament Abrahamic Seed
Group to obtain salvation and blessings by the works of the law. Instead, it was given to enable them to
maintain the Abrahamic blessings they were born with in the Abrahamic covenant.

Furthermore, verse 11 above gives God's command for them to keep the commandments of Moses
while the next verse, (12) shows what happens for them if they do in fact keep Moses' commandments.
He keeps for them, without interruption, the list of blessings given below.

Deut 7:12 12Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do
them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto
thy fathers: (KJV)

Here's a list of these blessings. This list is taken from Deuteronomy 7:13−15.

God will love thee He will bless thee He will multiply thee He will also bless the fruit of thy womb He
will bless the fruit of thy land He will bless thy corn He will bless thy wine He will bless thine oil He
will bless the increase of thy kine He will bless the flocks of thy sheep He will do all this in the land
which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee. Thou shalt be blessed above all people There shall not
be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. The LORD will take away from thee all
sickness He will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee Instead, He
will lay them upon all them that hate thee.

Keep in mind, dear Gentile Christian, that although this is an Old Testament Scripture, you are grafted
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and transferred into the big middle of it on an equal footing with the saved Jews whom I call The
Abrahamic Seed Group.

As a matter of fact, the promise of the land is exclusively Jewish. But other Scriptures give us Gentiles
the rest of the world. The world is ours and the land of Palestine is theirs. But the healing, prosperity,
family well being and salvation is just as much ours today as it is the Jews.

If you will take the time to meditate upon the preceding list of blessings above, the magnitude of their
content will overwhelm you. They will blow your mind. Even the fear of childlessness is addressed.

Can you see anything that is not covered for you? Did God leave anything out? What else is there? No
wonder God called his covenant with Abraham his "covenant and mercy!" Is there anymore that could
be contained in the term "mercy" than what we find here?

In a flash, we Gentile Christians were transferred to this group. Praise the Lord! We are now in the
group where the Old Testament Seed Group have been since Genesis 12. We are in the Near Group
who have possessed healing, prosperity, family well being and salvation since the days beginning in
Genesis 12.

Dr. Jay Snell authored eleven books proving the healing, prosperity, family well being, salvation,
eternal security and pretribulation rapture provided for Christians in the Abrahamic covenant.
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