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Boating Safely

By Kadence Buchanan

People who take boat trips often fail to realize the potential disasters that can ensue if they are not

careful and safe on−board their boat. Over 1,000 people die on boating trips per year, and many of the
dangers associated with boating are easily preventable. In this article, we'll give some tips to help you
to avoid the potential pitfalls that one may wake while operating a boat.

− When it comes to fueling up your boat, be sure to turn off all electricity and do NOT smoke. Keep
everybody except the person doing the fueling off of the boat until the process is completed, and be
sure that all fittings are tightly secured when you are finished. Also, be sure not to fill your tank past its
capacity.

− If your boat has capsized, it's important to follow procedures to ensure the safety of all aboard.
Remain calm, and ensure that everybody sticks together. Whenever possible, remain as close to the
boat as you can, unless there is an inherent danger close by.

− Always be wary of alcohol consumption whilst on board. 9 out of 10 boating deaths are due to
drowning and you are much more likely to fall out of the boat whilst intoxicated. Consequently, while
under the influence, the body cannot efficiently warm itself as much as when you are sober. Also,
intoxication can result in disorientation when under water, and you may not be able to determine which
direction the surface is.

− If a fire takes place on board, the first thing that you need to do is stop moving the boat. The wind
can whip the fire into a bigger problem than it already is. Turn off your electricity after radioing for help.
If the fire is caused by wood, fabric, or another dry source, pour water on it. Oil and grease fires can be
extinguished with an on−board fire extinguisher, and you should aim for the base of the fire while
extinguishing.

− As silly as it may sound, many men drown in boating accidents due to the need to relieve
themselves. They may lean off the side of the boat, hit a wave, and fall in. To alleviate this concern, it's
best to keep a jug on the boat which you can empty and wash in the water when you're done. It can
greatly decrease your risk of drowning while on−board.
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Now that you know some of the basic methods for keeping yourself safe while out on the water, you
can better protect yourself and your family. Be sure to follow all of the guidelines listed above, and
you'll be much more confident in your boating safety.
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Discover Boating.ca Website Answers Your Boating Questions

By News Canada

(NC)−lt's spring! Every year at this time, a lot of people think boating might be a great family activity for
them, but don't know where to start. Now there's a website that answers your questions about boating
and might be just your ticket to getting out on the water.

The "DiscoverBoating.ca" website helps you through the decision−making process to determine
whether you should buy a boat. The questions they ask are probably things you've wondered about
yourself − what's involved in buying a boat? What will it cost and how expensive is it to maintain? What
kind of financing alternatives are available? How do I learn to drive a boat? What do we need to know
about water safety? "DiscoverBoating.ca" goes over every issue related to boat buying and ownership.

Research conducted by the Canadian Marine Manufacturers Association (CMMA), representing
Canada's boat, motor and accessory companies, has found that thousands of Canadians are
interested in boating, but do not know where to learn about it. A survey conducted by a national polling
firm on behalf of the CMMA found that 19% of Canadians describe themselves as potential boat
owners. To meet this need, the CMMA, in conjunction with several regional boating associations, has
created a website called "DiscoverBoating.ca" for consumers who have never owned a boat.

Buying a boat is a fantastic investment in family recreation and it's more affordable than you may think.
Surveys indicate most people who don't own boats believe prices are 30% or higher than they actually
are. In fact, it costs less to buy and operate a boat than most people would think.

Want to go boating this summer, but not sure how to get started? To learn more about boating and to
order your free Discover Boating CD−ROM visit
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www.DiscoverBoating.ca

today.

News Canada

provides a wide selection of current, ready−to−use copyright free news stories and ideas

for Television, Print, Radio, and the Web.

News Canada

is a niche service in public relations, offering access to print, radio, television, and now

the Internet media, with ready−to−use, editorial "fill" items. Monitoring and analysis are two more of our
primary services. The service supplies access to the national media for marketers in the private, the
public, and the not−for−profit sectors. Your corporate and product news, consumer tips and information
are packaged in a variety of ready−to−use formats and are made available to every Canadian media
organization including weekly and daily newspapers, cable and commercial television stations, radio
stations, as well as the Web sites Canadians visit most often. Visit

News Canada

and learn more about

the NC services.
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