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Review by Sherri Allen:

Children love lift−the−flap books. Children love dogs. Author Karen Pandell and Illustrator Jill McElmurry
successfully combine the two in "Where's Stretch?" a charming book that young readers will adore.

The family of Stretch, the dog, is getting ready for laundry day when they decide to give Stretch a bath.
Of course, Stretch makes himself scarce and the search for Stretch begins. Is he in the closet? No. Is
he in the bathtub? No. Where can that dog be? Your children will delight in the search for Stretch and
will love the surprise at the end when Stretch's hiding place is revealed.

The text is effectively presented as family dialogue, bringing the reader into the search for Stretch and
eliminating a lot of unnecessary words that would detract from the story and make things harder for the
beginning reader. The story was so compelling and easy to follow, my 2−and−a−half year old memorized
the book after having it only half a day. A few months later, after the newness has worn off, it is still one
of her favorite books.

McElmurry's illustrations show the family searching for Stretch as they get ready for their day. The
pictures, which fill the pages with scenes from Stretch's family's home, invite the reader in to participate
in finding Stretch.
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I highly recommend "Where's Stretch?" Your children will want to read it again and again; so will you.
You will enjoy seeing your children's delight with each lift of a flap and the story is short and sweet so it
won't drive you crazy the 150th time you read it.

Publishing Guidelines: Please inform me via email (sherri@sherriallen.com) of your use of this review.
Please send me the URL if it's going to be used online. Please send me a copy of your publication if it's
used in a hard copy format. Thank you! Also, feel free to add your own affiliate links to an online
bookstore in conjunction with this review

About the Reviewer: Sherri Allen is the editor of SherriAllen.com, an online publication devoted to
topics such as family, food, garden, house&home and money. For more great reviews, as well as
articles, tips, resources, recipes, coloring pages and freebies, visit http://www.sherriallen.com/
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When you get a bad book review

You've just been notified a review of your book has been posted. You're all excited and can't wait to
see what has been written. You're clicking onto your book's page when...Oh no! They hated your book!
This bad review is going to turn away customers from buying your book. Wait! This isn't the end of the
world. Here's 3 tips to deal when you get a bad review.

1. You can't please everyone!

Example: One of my favorite authors is a bestseller but the author didn't receive such hot customer
reviews.

Another example: I was reading some book reviews and one of the books had one of the worst ratings
ever. I clicked the link with curiosity to find over 20 customers had reviewed the book and loved it. In
life, you can't please everyone. Will a bad review discourage future customers? On to my next tip.

2. A bad review doesn't have to mean bad profit.

Not all customers look at a bad review as their only guide to buying. In fact, if your review is so awful,
they may even buy the book to see if it's really as bad as the reviewer rated it. There's the saying that
curiosity killed the cat, curiosity in this case could help you. Customers also realize that everyone has
different tastes. Maybe the reviewer didn't like your book, but who's to say someone different won't? It
may be bad publicity, but none the less it may help you. In fact, sometimes a customer may have read
the bad review but only remembers your name and or the book's title.

3. If you're getting more than one bad review.
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It's understandable if you're disappointed. It's expected, but do not allow yourself to become
discouraged. If you've published an e−book and can easily edit your work, bad reviews can actually
help your writing. Now don't go crazy and change everything! But if reviews are constantly pin pointing
on one certain area, review your work and see if and how you could improve it. I know reviewing
repeatedly can be hurtful but if it can help your e−book, isn't it worth considering? Also, don't start
picking apart reviews right away, give yourself time to go over them. Picking apart your reviews the
moment you receive them could prove fatal to your self esteem.

Author of Mysterious Chills and Thrills for Kids. Ten Short Stories to Tickle the Imagination. "Spooky"
"Awesome" "Unpredictable" Isn't it time you entered the world where shadows lurk and each page turn

could be your doom...http://www.laurahickey.com
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