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Why would anyone want to write for trade journals? Aren't the topics are dry? Don't they require
specialized knowledge? Not necessarily. You may want to consider trade journals to increase the
potential market for your articles - and for the money. Trade publications make up a significant portion
of the hidden source of funds for professional writers. Breaking in can be surprisingly easy - when you
know the tricks.

What Can You Write?

Use a brainstorming list to begin your search for a specialty. To write for a trade publication, you will
need in depth knowledge of a topic. Don't force yourself to learn the inner workings of gravel mines
when you love the elegant designs of classic furniture. Trade publications require professional
knowledge of a topic, so make sure it's a subject you'll want to spend a lot of time with. Start your list
by including things you enjoy and love. Whether you volunteer for a non—profit organization or have a
degree in agricultural science, include all of the categories in which you have experience. Some trade
publications accept articles of personal experience or interviews with recognized authorities in their
field. Include your connections with professionals to make your list more complete. Keep this list handy
and add to it regularly.

Where Can You Find Those Trade Journals?

Now that you have a list of specialty areas that you want to be immersed in, you need to find the
journals that pay for your information. Almost every profession has a trade journal. The first place for
you to look is with a professional organization related to your area of specialty. If you love elegant
furniture, than perhaps you should consider "Interior Decorators of America”, "American Furniture
Manufacturers”, or "American Pine".

Join at least one of these major professional organizations. Membership rates are often cheaper for
affiliate members (those not practicing professionals in the field). Marketing companies buy the
organization's list and send free publications and resources to members. These items may include
"throw—away journals”, free journals paid for by advertising. Even if you join the organization only one
time, the professional materials will appear in your mailbox for years. This information will keep you on
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the cutting edge of your chosen industry.

Online resources are helpful in finding associations, but they include only a few of the possibilities. The
most complete resource available is the Encyclopedia of Associations found in your local library. It
contains the most complete list of organizations, many of which produce magazines specific to their
members. It may take days for you to wade through this tome, but when you find ten journals that
correspond to your qualifications, it will be worth the effort.

How Do | Start?

Begin by researching past issues of the magazine. Editors always recommend that potential writers
analyze at least six months of back issues and a copy of their writer's guidelines. This is essential with
trade journals. Articles seen in the trades are far different in style than those seen in consumer
magazines. Pay attention to the complexity of sentences, commonly used terms, and the assumed
knowledge of the readers. Style is often less conversational and more technical than what most people
read. Many trade magazines use technical terms that are a foreign language to industry outsiders.
Make sure you use their language, or you will sound amateurish.

Make a list of published topics. You want to know what not to do as well as the topics they prefer.
Painting and Wallcovering Contractor focuses on the professional painting industry, while Walls and
Ceilings focuses on plaster restorers and finishers. There is some crossover, but you increase your
chances of selling the interview with the restorer of the Sistine Chapel to Walls and Ceilings because of
the focus. In addition, Painting and Wallcovering Contractor likes articles on how-to meet regulatory
standards. If you know of a regulation that has not been covered recently, send a query offering to
update their readers on the topic.

Trade journals often recycle subjects with fresh information on three to four year cycles. If you can
approach old ideas in a new way, you can give them an article that they will buy.

Which Comes First, the Query or the Manuscript?

Query first, but if the editor does not know you then he or she will want to see a complete manuscript
before making a commitment. Many writers despise writing on speculation, but in this case they should
consider it. Most journals are in desperate need of good writers. They don't have huge slush piles
stacked around the office that your article will have to compete with. As long as you have a topic they
can use and can match their style, your article will sell.

Where Can You Find That Professional Knowledge?

Begin with the internet. Online searches enable you to find the title, author, and journal of the article
you want, and request a copy of it from your local public or college library. Medical and health topics
can be found on Pubmed at www.nih.gov. For other journal searches, contact your local community or
college librarian. Without charging you, most libraries will order the article from another library if they
don't have it in their collection. They'll even call you when it's ready.
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Other useful sources of information include government regulators, local businesses, the business
section of the phone directory, and professionals in the industry.

Can You See Your Byline in Trade Journals?

Most full-time professional magazine writers include trade journals in their portfolio. Trade journals
need knowledgeable writers who can produce interesting and well-written copy specific to their
magazine. Finding these writers is difficult, because most people don't think writing for trade journals is
interesting. You'll know differently when you see the check in your mailbox. Many trade journals pay
$200-$300 for a 1,000-word article, making it well worth the effort to learn to write for this large and
diverse market.

Trade journals are not the flashiest places to publish. Your friends may not be amazed by your
publication in Pit and Quarry, but as a writer trying to sell work, do not ignore the journals that want to
find you.

Terri Pilcher edits a FREE weekly e-zine, Writer's Guidelines Magazine, to help writers get published.
She also wrote MONEY Markets 2005: 101 Publishers that Pay Writers in 6 Weeks or Less and edits
PowerPen Market Search (2-day FREE trial). Find the e—book and searchable database at
www.powerpenmarketsearch.com.
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71 Ways For A Writer To Make Money

GENERAL WRITING:

1. Copywriting for television commercials

2. Copywriting for radio commercials

3. Copywriting for newspaper and magazine ads

4. Professional letter writing

5. Creating plots for other writers

6. Writing correspondence courses

7. Travelling writer

8. Newspaper feature writing
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9. Writing for weekly tabloids

10. Writing humour

11. Writing greeting cards

12. Writing witty sayings for bumper stickers
13. Writing fillers for newspapers and magazines
14. Ghost writing

15. Script writing for movies

16. Scrip writing for television

17. Writing plays

18. Resume service

19. Writing non—fiction

FREELANCE WRITING FOR:

20. Daily newspapers

21. Professional journals

22. Consumer magazines

23. Confessional magazines

24. Poetry magazines

25. Fiction magazines

26. Farming—dairy—poultry- livestock journals
27. Technical journals

28. Manufacturers' trade journals

29. Retall trade journals

30. Sports magazines
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31. Teenagers' magazines

32. Children's magazines

33. Gag magazines

WRITING A NEWSPAPER COLUMN ON:
34. Crafts

35. Art

36. Celebrities

37. Street interviews

38. Travelling

39. 25, 50, 100 years ago today
40. Local street names

41. Gossip column

42. Personal problems

43. Gardening

44. Cooking

45. New products

46. Child care

47. For teenagers

48. Children's question—and —answer
49. With humour and jokes

50. Sport

51. Pets

52. Shopping
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53. Cars

54. Hunting and fishing

55. Do-it-yourself
PUBLISHING:

56. A newsletter

57. Sportsmen's bulletin

58. Bulletin for the handicapped
59. Apartment bulletin

60. Club bulletin

61. A tourist guide

62. Restaurant guide

63. A home-business guide

64. Part-time and free—lance help directory
65. Teachers' yearbook

66. Small newspaper

67. Magazine

MISCELLANEOUS

68. Proof reading

69. Free—lance editing

70. Become an author's agent

71. Teaching English
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covering various subjects that include health, self-improvement, diet and weight

loss, recipes, love and relationships, Christianity, blogging, RSS, sales and marketing, scripts and
templates, search engine optimization, traffic building, etc. You are free to reprint this article in other
websites, as it is without editing, as long as the author's biography and all active hyperlinks (including
anchor text) remain intact.
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