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Boston Terrier: The Standard and Does it Matter?
By Steve Allison

To compete with your Boston Terrier you will need to understand the requirements and procedures
used for judging. The American Kennel Club releases breed standards for each breed of dog and the
Boston Terriers specifications can be found here. You can also check more specialized clubs for the
information about required standards for your Boston Terrier. The American Kennel club is currently
revising these standards.

If you want your Boston Terrier to take part in dog shows then you will need to understand the
standards and how they relate to your dog. If you already own or are thinking about owning a Boston
Terrier and would like to compete (or show off your dog) here's a guide to understanding breed
specifications.

It's important to note that these are descriptions of ideal Boston Terriers.

Competition ranking systems: Dogs are judged out of a total 100 score. When judging Boston Terriers
this score comprises the following elements:

— General Appearance

- Size, Proportion, Substance

- Head - skull shape, characteristics of eyes, ears, muzzle, jaw shape.
- Neck, Topline and Body

- Forequarters

- Gait

— Coat

— Temperament

- Faults in the breed: can lead to instant disqualification

General Appearance
Boston Terriers are intelligent dogs. General appearance needs to be well-balanced; this means all

limbs are in proportion. Boston Terriers have a smooth coat which is generally brindle, seal or black.
The dog must have even white markings.
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The body is short and the limbs are strong. The tail is short.
Size, Proportion, Substance

This refers to your dog&#8217;s weight. There are several official weight categories but the
dog&#8217;s weight cannot exceed 25 pounds.

The Boston Terriers legs should be proportioned to give it its characteristic square appearance. The
dog looks sturdy and muscular.

In general the only difference between the male and female is that the bitch generally has more refined
features.

Head

The skull is short and flat on top. There should be no wrinkles. The cheeks are flat and the stop is well
defined. Boston Terriers should have an alert _expression; reflecting their high intelligence. The eyes
should be wide set and large. Boston Terriers with blue eyes — or any hint of blue in their eyes will be
disqualified immediately. The ears should be small and stand upright.

The jaw is square and wide with short teeth. The bite is even.

Neck, Towline and Body

The neck should be slightly arched and carry the head gracefully. The neck of the ideal Boston terrier
should display an image of balance.

Topline refers to the shape of the dogs back. The back should be shaped in such a way that it
completes the square shape of the body.

The chest should be deep with a good width, ribs etc.

Forequarters

The shoulders should be laid back and should slope. IT is this shape which gives Boston Terriers their
stylish movement. The elbows should be straight and not protrude in any way. The dewclaws may be
removed.

Gait

This refers to the way in which your dog carries himself. The ideal Boston Terrier is sure—footed and
straight gaited. The forelegs and hind legs should move in a straight line with perfect rhythm. Each step

should be that of grace and power.

Coat
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The coat should be short, smooth and fine in texture. Color must be brindle, seal or black with bright
markings. The Boston Terrier must have a white muzzle band, white between the eyes and a white
chest.

Temperament

The ideal Boston Terrier is friendly and lively. The dog is known for its high intelligence.
Faults in the breed (grounds for disqualification)

Any traces of blue or blue eyes — eyes must be dark
Dudley nose — This means a loss of pigmentation in the nose and it is pink or flesh colored, however
when Boston&#8217;s are first born and up to 6 months their nose will be pink. It will change to the

color black so don&#8217;t let this hinder you from buying a Boston with a pink nose.

Docked tail — This refers to the practice of cutting tails. It is an outdated practice and your dog will be

disqualified.

Lack of required markings

Other serious faults

Wry mouth — one side of the mouth is longer than the other.

Any showing of the tongue/teeth when the mouth is closed

Other faults

Blocky or chunky appearance

Overshot bite/undershot bite — much like human ‘faults' this just means an over or under bite.

The Boston Terriers make a great family pet. They are highly intelligent, loyal, great with children and
very easy going. They are not considered fighters but definitely can hold their own. If you
don&#8217;t plan to show your Boston then these qualifications don&#8217;t mean a thing. Boston
Terriers are the perfect all around companion just the way they are.

Steve Allison is a third generation of professional dog breeders along with his brother Gary. It all
started with his grandparents in 1970 with the Boston Terriers and has expanded to Maltese, Yorkshire
Terriers, Pugs, Shih Tzu&#8217;s and Pomeranians. He is also actively involved with dog rescue and

has a website that showcases the puppies they occasionally has for sale at

All My Puppies Online
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Steve is also the co—author of two consumer guides,
Carpet Secrets
and

Moving Secrets Guide

The Costs Of Owning A Boston Terrier
By Abhik Sarkar
The Costs Of Owning A Boston Terrier by Abhik Sarkar

Having a dog is a little like having a baby. Before you rush out to the nearest breeder or shelter you
must consider the costs of ensuring that your new pet remains contented and happy with his home life.

Cost not only refers to finances but to your time as well. You should remember that Boston Terriers are
animals that thrive on attention and need regular exercise. If your plan is to tie your dog up outside and
only go out to give him food and water, then forget it! This is not the dog for you! If you are incapable,
for whatever reason, of taking part in physical activity, then a Boston Terrier is a very bad idea.

Below, you will find some points to consider before you decide upon getting a Boston Terrier:

Financial Implications:

Your terrier will require regular vaccinations and booster, which can be quite expensive.

Your terrier may need regular health checks and/or treatment for illnesses, which can also be very
expensive.

You will need to purchase a variety of items for your dog, such as bedding, toys, bowls, leash, collar,
grooming items, pet carrier, and crate.

The costs of buying food for your terrier can mount up. He will basically be an extra mouth to feed.
You may incur fees such as: training, boarding kennels if you are going away, and grooming.
Time Implications:

Boston Terriers need a lot of attention. You will need to provide this, no matter how busy you are.

They also need regular exercise. You will have to put aside time to get involved with play and take your
dog for walks every day.
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Your Boston Terrier will need training. Whether you do this yourself or take him along to professional
classes, you will need to dedicate your time to helping him and practising his training.

He will require regular grooming to ensure good health. Again, this can be time consuming.
Bearing in mind the above main points you should have a clear idea of whether this dog is the right one

for you.

Abhik Sarkar is the author of an invaluable resource for both new and current Boston Terrier owners —
http://www.boston-terrier—secrets.comYou can also sign up for an 8 part email course on this special
breed by sending a blank email to boston—optin@getreponse.com
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