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Brian Urlacher

By Bob Johnson

Born in May 1978, this Pasco, Washington native is now an NFL linebacker for the Chicago Bears.

As a child, Brian Urlacher moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico with his mother. Following high school,
Brian went on to attend college at the University of Mexico. It was here that he shined as a strong
safety for the University football team. Upon graduation, he immediately began pursuing his goal to
play professional football and was drafted by the NFL's Chicago Bears. While most of his experience
was as a safety position, he was assigned the position of middle linebacker for the Bears, which gave
him the opportunity to showcase his tackling abilities, intelligence, speed and aggressive approach
toward winning. An instant star, Urlacher was awarded the title of NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year in
2000. Such recognition is not an easy feat, but everything seemed to fall in place for the youngster as
he quickly rose to the top defensive rookie player during his inaugural season.

Throughout his career, Urlacher has participated in the Pro Bowl on five occasions and has upheld the
Bear's tradition of impressive linebackers. As a testimonial to his skills, Brian Urlacher was once again
recognized in 2006. On January 6, he was named the NFL Defensive Player of the Year. An honor
awarded by the Associated Press, Urlacher received well over 50% of the panel votes to determine
him as the recipient. An impressive 34 panel votes, out of 50, were cast for Urlacher.

Among the many achievements that Brian Ulracher has accomplished include exceeding the Bear's
single season tackle record in 2002. Additionally, he served as the team's leading tackle position for 3
consecutive years, including 2000, 2001 and 2002. Not only has Urlacher surpassed game records,
but sales records as well. At times, his replica jersey has been an NFL bestseller. The collectibles and
apparel industry is one of the largest revenue generators for any sport and football is no different. As
fans desire to wear a replica jersey of their favorite players, it lends credence to a player's skills and
popularity as fans seek out the merchandise bearing their likeness.

The Chicago Bears have been long since known as a team that has powerful players with spirit to
match. The windy city is in line to find great success with a breeze that seems to have brought Brian
Urlacher all the way from New Mexico and into to the heart of Chicago and it's NFL fans.
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Bob writes for GoAllOut.com and EZTicketSearch.com. Where you can purchase a Brian Urlacher
Jersey

http://www.fanfrenzyzone.com/nfl/brian_urlacher.html

or Chicago Bears Tickets

http://www.ezticketsearch.com/nfl_tickets/chicago_bears_tickets.html

Which NFL LB's Are Worth The Price Of Football Tickets?

By Jay Nault

Football tickets are purchased for different reasons, and perhaps one of the more overlooked
motivations in recent years is the great play of LB's. The position was not seen as a premium roster
spot after the advent of free agency, as teams tended to focus on QB, DE and CB almost exclusively,
and as a result the profile of the position suffered. However, the LB position is making a big comeback
these days, and that's in large part due to the play of the members of the list below. We've ranked
them in order, and as always, statistics tell only part of the story.

1. Ray Lewis

Lewis will go down as the best LB of his generation, and that's no accident. Lewis is still perhaps the
most feared defensive player in the NFL, and he personifies everything that the position should be
about. He's big, fast, physical and as intense as any player in the history of the sport. He can also do it
all − steamroll a RB in the hole, chase the ball down in the open field, rush the QB and defend the pass.
Lewis almost single−handedly brought the Ravens a Super Bowl title, and he's still bringing it years
later.

2. Derrick Brooks

Brooks is the prototypical Cover 2 LB. He's not huge, but he's extremely fast, is a vicious hitter, is
outstanding in coverage and will chase plays down all the way across the field. Brooks is also
extremely smart, and serves as a coach on the field, which is a rare quality for an outside LB. You
know you're good when several young players are called a "young Derrick Brooks."

3. Brian Urlacher

Some may think that the leader of the Bears' great defense belongs higher on the list, and they would
make sound arguments. Urlacher is worth the effort of obtaining football tickets because his athleticism
is off the charts. This is a guy who returned punts in college and is as fast as some WR's. However, as
rangy and dangerous as he is, he is a wee bit overrated in our opinion, as he's not nearly as physical
as Lewis or Brooks. However, we'd love to have him on our team any day.

4. Shawne Merriman
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Merriman is not only the first 3−4 LB to make the list, but he's also the youngest. Merriman is a freak in
every way. He's 270 pounds of a runaway locomotive train, and he's already feared league−wide after
only one year. Merriman could wind up being compared to Lawrence Taylor someday given the way he
can change a game completely on any given play. No one looks forward to blocking him, and players
look forward to being hit by him even less.

5. James Farrior Farrior took some time to really break through, but he's been tearing up the league
for the Steelers over the past couple of years. Farrior has every skill any LB could ever need. He's big,
fast, can tackle like a sledgehammer and cover TE's and RB's effortlessly. He's always around the ball
and is a quiet leader on that great Steelers defense. Farrior is largely overlooked, but not by opposing
offenses.

6. Honorable Mention

Three LB's are close to cracking the top 5, but for one reason or another they're just a notch below the
elite. Zach Thomas is still a tackling machine, but he's limited to stopping the run. Jonathan Vilma is an
up−and−coming star, but he could use just a bit more seasoning. Lofa Tatupu is already the leader of
the Seattle defense, but we want to see this surprise player perform for more than one year. If he does,
not only will he help move football tickets, but he'll be on this list for years to come.

By Jay Nault sponsored by

http://www.stubhub.com/

StubHub sells NFL Tickets:

http://www.stubhub.com/nfl−tickets/

concert tickets, theater tickets and more to just about any event in

the world. Please link to this site when using this article.
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