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Business Names Do Matter, Norm Brodsky

By Marcia Yudkin

In the November 2005 issue of Inc. magazine, Norm Brodsky wrote: "Your company's name plays

little, if any, role in determining your success."

I agree completely that a company with a bad or mediocre name can reach success. However, here
are 10 reasons why coming up with a snappy, interesting and memorable name is worth the business
owner's or organization's time and energy.

1. When you call or speak with strangers and mention the name of your company, and the name in and
of itself provokes delighted recognition, this can get the business relationship off on a positive footing.

2. A distinctive name can attract the kind of customers you want and keep away those you don't want.
For instance, if you can't stand dealing with those who have no sense of humor, a punny name repels
such folks. Au contraire, if you want people to know you're serious and weighty, a shrewdly chosen
traditional name can impress people accordingly.

3. Cool company names can in and of themselves generate media coverage, either because there's
something newsworthy in the name or because many journalists are more attracted to highlight
companies with fun names than boring ones. Case in point: Rent−a−Wreck.

4. A distinctive name increases repeat business because it helps previous customers remember it
when looking at a list of possibles in the Yellow Pages or elsewhere. For instance, House Husband
would jump out of a list of competitors like A−1 Handyman, Acme Home Repair, etc.

5. A wisely chosen name is simple to spell and leads to one and only one possible URL. This enables
more people who have heard about a company to find it online.

6. A well−chosen name can embody the #1 benefit you offer customers and make it possible to get
across an appealing marketing message in less space.
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7. A hastily chosen name can lead to legal troubles or bad PR, both adding needless expenses and
needlessly alienating customers. Just ask my friend Andy, who had to change his business name not
once but twice in three months because he hadn't done his homework on the name. And just ask the
shoe company in the UK that named some new sneakers "Zyklon," which was the name of the gas the
Nazis used to kill millions during World War Two.

8. If customers need to find you in the Yellow Pages, a name that's near the beginning of the alphabet
makes it easier for them and may make it less crucial to have a huge, expensive display ad.

9. A boring name contains no sparks for getting started on persuasive descriptions of your company's
products or services, while a creative name makes it easy to riff off it with inspired marketing copy.

10. The name affects how people who work for the business feel about it. A company name they love
to say and that customers respond to positively makes for a more pleasant working environment than

does a name that is confusing, hard to pronounce or has some negative connotations.

Marcia Yudkin is the author of 6 Steps to Free Publicity and ten other books hailed for outstanding
creativity. Find out more about her new discount naming company, Named At Last, which brainstorms
new company names, new product names, tag lines and more for cost−conscious organizations, at

http://www.NamedAtLast.com

.

Choosing Your Baby's Name - A Difficult Task?!

By Gabriel Adams

So you are ready for the the most difficult challenge of having a new baby; it's time to choose your
baby's name! Seriously now, for some couples it appears that choosing a name for their baby is as
difficult as trying to empty the whole sea with a spoon!

Of course, no matter how desperate you are about choosing a beautiful name for your newborn, this
article will definitely give you some great ideas! More importantly, you will get rid of the annoying
question "Have you picked a name yet?"

Putting the jokes aside now, let's get our hands on some important tips that will really assist you in
picking a beautiful name for your baby.

Well, the first thing that you have to do is to try to think about a person that you admired through your
whole life. Of course, this will probably lead you to the common practice of naming your baby after your
mother/father (it's almost impossible that this has not already crossed your mind) but there are also
circumstances when you are going to remember other people that you always adored.
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No success? Well, have a good look at your sweet newborn; does it reflect something really unique? Is
there something special about your baby that reminds you of a beautiful name? People have named
their children with names such as "Star" or "Aurora" because that's what they felt their baby was
reflecting. Among names of this category, there are also names that represent moral values; you could
consider those too.

If you still haven't picked up a name yet, you are probably lost among the thousands of names
available. If this is the case then the whole matter boils down to finding a name that both you and your
partner like. Sit down, discuss about various names and make a list of potential choices. Try to filter out
names that you don't really like and you will hopefully end up with your best choice. Good luck!

http://www.baby−parenting.co.uk

− Baby Parenting UK

http://www.baby−parenting.co.uk/baby/irish_baby_names.html

− Irish Baby Names

http://www.baby−parenting.co.uk/pregnancy/pregnancy.html

− Pregnancy information
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