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Buying A Used Van? You Need A Budget

By VanMart

Don't spend your hard−earned money on a van unless you've sat down and worked out how much

you can afford. Spending more money than you've got could get you and your business into financial
difficulty, and your capital could be better spent on stock or additional employees.

How do I put a budget together?

Your budget for a commercial vehicle doesn't have to be complicated. You don't need an in−depth
spreadsheet or help from an accountant. Instead, just write down the costs and expenses associated
with owning a van. Once you've broken those costs down, you can see what the initial cost will be and
how much the running costs are going to add up to over time.

· Price - The cost of your van, including taxes, is your single biggest outlay. Before you decide how
much you need to spend, take a look at the types of vans on the market and how much they cost. You
could find that you can buy a smaller, less expensive van than you thought, or that the fitted panel van
you need will cost more than you have. A little bit of research enables you to put a realistic figure on
this major expense.

· Insurance - you must be insured to drive your van or truck. Insurance costs will vary depending on
the type of work you do, the type of vehicle you buy and the number of people who will be driving. To
get an idea of cost, get some quotes online, using the type of van you think you might be buying. Don't
forget that this is an annual cost.

· Running costs - fuel is an ongoing running cost. Whether your van is petrol, diesel or powered by
another fuel, there will be cost implications. Again, these are dependent on the type of vehicle you
have and the number of miles you do: the more you travel, the more fuel you need. As prices continue
to rise, this is an important financial consideration.

· Servicing - you will need to ensure that your van is running smoothly and that it's not likely to
breakdown when you least expect it. A 12 month service will have a fixed cost, but expect to pay extra
for parts if anything goes wrong.
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Take the time to get your budget right and you could be on the road with your new van and a healthy
bank balance.

VanMart is a dedicated website offering listings of used vans for sale or lease across the UK. Visit our
site now by clicking on

http://www.vanmart.net
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Student Removals − How to Get the Lowest Quote by Stephen Willett

The problem with student and any small move comes when a small load has to be transported a long
way:− For the moving company, the mileage and road time costs are not much less than for moving a
whole house...So your quote is unacceptably high.

There are two ways to approach a solution to high cost removals: You could hire a van, (and there are
van hire companies that will rent a small van 21 year olds, sometimes one way), or you could look for a
removal company with whom you can part load with someone else going the same way.

One way van hire could be particularly attractive if you could then find a partner to split the cost, and
get a one way deal, but the problem of finding a qualifying driver may be insurmountable.

So the problem for most student movers is in finding a company who will part load at a good price.

1) Spend some time phoning around: There is an element of luck in finding a van going your way.

2) Be as flexible as possible with your date − maybe you can organise someone at your destination to
receive your property.

3) Try to find your own partner who is also going your way, and approach a removal company with a
joint proposition.

4) Stop and consider the quantity of your removal:− because removals tend to be arranged before you
have packed, peoples own estimates are often hazy, usually under assessed, and sometimes the
actual job bears little relation to that described.

5) Package and box as much as possible, for speedy loading, protection, easy trolleying, and secure,
tidy stacking on the van.

6) Consider any likely impediments to access or delivery (like locked barriers on campus)

6) Offer all the assurances needed about having your things easily accessible and that you will be
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ready to go before the van arrives.

You can find sources of low age van hire, specialist part load removers, packaging, message boards
and advice at

www.student−movers−forum.com

.

The author has spent 25 years in various service industries, including the last 8 in the removals sector.
his website www.student−movers−forum is a resource for all small movers.
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