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Please, Just Call Me Your Majesty

I was feeling used, abused, and unappreciated. I had just finished shoveling two feet of snow off of our
driveway, building two snow forts for the kids, moping the puddles of melted snow off of our floors,
feeding the dogs, picking up sopping clothing and doing two loads of laundry. It was now time to make
breakfast for the troops!

As I walked into the kitchen I snapped! It wasn't humanly possible for four people to make this kind of
mess! I couldn't take the abuse any longer. I needed some appreciation. I needed to get away!

So I went to the grocery store. As I walked in, an employee greeted me with a wonderful smile and
pulled a cart out for me. The sounds of beautiful tinkling piano music began to fill my ears. Aaah, I
was feeling better already.

As I walked down the bakery aisle, I glanced over and saw a paper crown covered in sparkly gold
glitter. Sure it said "Happy Birthday" on it, but I had an idea. I took that crown out of the package and
placed it on my head.

I then moved swiftly to the produce aisle and snatched a cucumber off the pile. I pulled the Swiss army
knife out of my purse, cut two slices out of the middle and took a seat on the granny smith apple table.
I placed the two soothing circles of cucumber over my burning eyes and leaned back.

I was suddenly transcended to a great palace with servants surrounding me, rubbing my feet, feeding
me grapes, playing the harp for me and cleaning up their own messes.

As the apples began to fall off the table, I sat up and removed my magic cucumber slices. There were
only a few people staring at me as I got up and straightened out my crown.
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As I continued to walk through the store, I could tell others sensed my royalty, because they seemed to
step aside as I walked by. I even strolled down the middle of aisles and stopped for as long as I
wanted, to examine the sides of every package. No one dared to move my cart or tell me to get out of
the way.

I was queen! At least for the moment.

As I headed to the checkout, the lines were extremely long, but for some reason, I didn't mind. I stood
tall and proud with my royal crown and looked around at my loyal subjects. They were smiling
nervously at me as if they had never seen royalty before. I turned and waved to them all, the way any
good queen would.

After the clerk finished tallying my groceries, I handed her my check and she said, "Thank you Mrs.

Schreck." I smiled at this young lady and replied, "Please, you can call me Your Majesty!"

© Gina Schreck is the "Cheerman of the Bored" at SchreckTalk Keynotes and The Pinnacle Group.
She is the author of Inside Out Success: Reconnecting with What Matters Most, and she speaks to
organizations that want to improve relationships from the inside out. To contact Gina, call
303−978−0887 or check out her website at

.

How to Make an Artificial Topiary Work For Any Decotation

By Robin Storms

Decorating using artificial topiary is much like an art with a little science in it. It is an art in that it is a
skill that you need to acquire but it is also a science in that certain colors will always blend with certain
colors, shapes with certain shapes, and so on. But if you want to be a great decorator using artificial
topiary trees and plants, you need to know the skill of how to make virtually any artificial topiary plant
work with any decorative environment. This page will show you what steps you'll need to take to make
sure that your topiaries fit the environment you put them and make it all the more pleasurable to see.

The first thing you'll want to do is choose the area in the garden, home or office that you want to place
the artificial topiary plant in. Be specific about exactly where you wan to place the topiary or where you
want the decorations to be. Stand back at look at the area. Notice the shapes of the topiaries or plants
that are there. How do they work together? How do they flow? Do you see a pattern? Is there a story
being told? What about the colors? While most plant topiaries, artificial and natural, are green, many
still have other colors? Do the colors flow too? Do they blend well?

After you have answered the above questions now ask yourself exactly what you want to achieve.
What is the purpose of your decoration? Did you notice something that you didn't like? Did you notice a
color or pattern that was not flowing with the whole scene? What made you want to buy an artificial
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topiary and place it where you want to? Determine exactly what you want to achieve. Have you looked
at the mood or story being told in the area where you want to do the decorations? If you have topiaries
in the garden already, many times they'll tell a story. It may be as comical as a fox chasing chickens, or
as considerable as the royal splendor and majesty that dominated old Europe.

As you consider your decorations, have a picture in mind. Start constructing a shape of the topiary you
want in your head. What do you see? Can you imagine the topiary being there? Can you imagine it
blending perfectly with the environment and achieving exactly what you want? After this, use a piece of
paper to draw a sketch of the topiary you want. Determine the shape, size, height, width, and color of
the topiary you want. You might also want to draw the surrounding areas so you can make sure that
the topiary you pick will fit. Make sure your topiary does not contrast with the environment. Let it blend
with it and bring forth more beauty from your decorations.

Lastly, go and buy the topiary. A good way to make sure you don't spend more than you have
budgeted is to select a few sellers from the yellow pages. Pick about 20 if they are that many. Then call
each one and ask them how much the kind of topiary you have in mind would cost? Ask about color
and shape. Next visit the store and look at the topiaries. Look at the color and shape. Pick the one that
so closely resembles the topiary you have in mind. Feel the artificial topiary plant. Is it durable? Will it
last in the conditions you plan to put it in? When you're done, buy it. When you do your decorations,
you'll be sure your topiary will fit and work with your environment.
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