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Camping - The Ultimate Budget Vacation
By Burt Cotton
When it comes to enjoying a vacation on a limited budget, it is difficult to beat the appeal of the

good old camping trip. After all, it costs next to nothing to pitch your tent in the back country wilderness
of your favorite state or national park. A week long camping trip can often cost less than a day or two in
a big city or tourist hot spot, while giving the entire family time to bond and enjoy being together.

As a matter of fact, camping is one of the most popular family activities, and many families enjoy
camping together, sharing stories around a roaring fire, roasting marshmallows, swimming, fishing and
all the other great things that come with a camping trip.

For many, camping brings back memories from childhood, and many parents want to give their
children a taste of what their own childhood was like, back when things were so much simpler.

Another great thing about camping is that once the initial expenses are paid, there is little in the way of
ongoing expenses. Unlike a traditional vacation, in which the money you spend on that great hotel is
gone for good, with camping you buy your hotel room (also known as your tent) outright, and you own
it forever.

After you have bought all the essential items, like the tent, a couple of good camping lanterns, a good
camp stove, sleeping bags and the like, your only expenses may be the food for the trip and the gas it
takes to get there.

And camping provides plenty for all members of the family to do. Dad may enjoy fishing in his favorite
spot, or boating around the lake, while mom and the kids may enjoy a beautiful hike and bird watching
trip. There are even campgrounds that feature movies, swimming pools and other amenities for those
who prefer a level of comfort to their journey.

As a matter of fact, there are many ways to camp, from rough camping in the back country to cabins at
campgrounds to even RV camping. The level is entirely up to you, and that is one thing that makes
camping so attractive to budget travelers and families alike.
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There is nothing quite like vacationing in the great outdoors to get back in touch with nature. From
watching the wildlife to watching the stars, there is plenty to do on the average camping trip.
Stargazing is particularly popular with city dwellers, who may never have seen the Milky Way in all its
glory before. Getting away from the glare of city lights and see nature as it truly is.

We know that camping is one of the least expensive of all vacations, but lets take a quick look at the
expenses associated with this type of budget travel. The centerpiece of the camping trip, of course, is
the tent. Unless you plan to camp in an RV or rent a cabin, which is more expensive, you will need a
sturdy, high quality tent. It is important that the tent be waterproof and that it close easily. Be sure the
tent features a high quality zipper or other closure that is easy for every member of the family to
operate. Test the zipper several times, and be sure you know how to set up the tent before you get to
the woods.

Most campers will also want to invest in a few high quality sleeping bags. It is a good idea to choose a

sleeping bag that is insulated, and to pick one that will be good for several seasons. Many sleeping
bags are designed with removable liners and insulation. These are a good choice, since they can be
used in cold weather and warm.

It is also a good idea to buy a couple of camp lanterns. These portable lights are great for lighting your
way around in the dark. A cooler for drinks and food is a good idea as well, as is a portable charcoal
grill or camp stove. If you are camping at a campground, however, you may be able to leave the camp
stove and grill at home, since many campgrounds provide grills for their guests to use free of charge. It
is important to find out what amenities each campground offers before you head out.
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Lower Your Travel Costs
By Tony Brings

Many of us choose to travel on a regular basis, and whether we are going away on a business trip or a
family vacation, the costs can soon add up. In an ideal world, we wouldn't need to watch the finances
when we are going on the annual vacation but we do usually have to stick to a budget somewhere in
proceedings. By saving money on the travel and the accommodation without compromising comfort
and quality, though, it is possible to ensure you have more money for the vacation itself.

Booking time is a difficult factor to judge. If you're planning a family vacation for you, your partner and
three kids then it is unlikely you will want to risk a last minute deal. There is no guarantee you can find
the vacation you want and readying so many people in such a short space of time would prove difficult
even for the army. Booking well in advance can save you a good amount of money. When you return
from one holiday, start thinking about your next. Even if the accommodation is no cheaper, booking
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flights and other travel expenses will invariably cost you less.

Only book what you need. If you intend to be sight seeing and traveling surrounding areas a lot then
you don't necessarily need a five star hotel will all your meals included. Self-catering apartments can
be much more affordable than luxurious hotels and allow you the level of freedom you require from
your vacation.

Remember that a vacation is still a vacation even without luxury. Camping trips can be true family
adventure and if you're really short of vacation budget then they are the best option. Caravans offer
slightly more in the way of luxury and usually cost slightly less in the way of cash. Camping parks also
tend to have entertainment, pools and parks for you and your kids to enjoy for free or very little money.

Tony Brings is the owner of Budget Vacation Finder. Helpful tips and links for travelers dealing with
airlines, rental cars, hotels, restaurants and theme parks.

http://www.budgetvacationfinder.info
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