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Car Detailing: Should You Pay Professionals?

By Andrew Dillan

Perhaps your car is just getting dirty from wear and tear. Perhaps you take your car in for an oil

change, and your dealer asks if you want to get your car detailed. Is it worth your money to get
professionally done?

The secret to car detailing is in the name: it's all about the details. When professionals detail your car,
they know all the professional secrets that you might not.

Professional car detailers have all of the equipment ready. They have the detergents and the vacuums.
If you don't mind getting together the materials that you will need to detail your car, then consider
detailing it at home. You will have to pay more initially to get all the materials, but you certainly won't
use up each of your cleansers every time. After the initial outlay, it becomes much cheaper to detail
your car at home.

If you want to detail at home, find out what extras the professionals do to give your car the added
boost. Often, they do large tasks such as taking out the seats in cars with removable seats to get all of
the added grit. If you feel uncomfortable or unable to do such tasks, consider getting a professional to
detail your car. You might even not feel up to the basic tasks of cleaning if you are physically limited.
This is where professional help is the best solution.

If you choose to detail your car at home, there are a few basics to consider. For a thorough detail, you
will want to wash your car, polish or wax your car, clean the interior, and get those windows clean. Car
enthusiasts will also clean the parts of the engine that you can see. Remember not to skip your tires or
your trunk!

Here are some hints for do−it−yourself car detailers. Use a wet−vacuum. A water−powered vacuum will
be able to get the stains out of your upholstery better. If you have a leather car interior, consult an
expert (or even call your dealer) before vacuuming. You might be best to simply wipe your car down if
you have a leather car interior. When you use a wet−vacuum, always use slightly warmed water to
clean your car. This brings out the best possible results.
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Another tip to keep in mind if you are detailing your car is to never spray cleaning agents directly on to
any surface of your car. Spray it onto a soft cloth or chamois to apply. Don't use anything hard or
scratchy on or in your car. You don't want to chip the paint, polish, or finish. Use carpet cleaners for
upholstered seats. Take out floor mats and clean them separately.

At a dealership or professional detailer, always ask what is included in the price of the detailing.
Sometimes car detailing includes fixing marks to the paint or finish of a car. Other times it is only
interior detailing. If you want added extras, sometimes you can get them just by asking. Only for large
jobs will you need to pay more money.

Some services that you might enquire about at a professional dealer, or that you might consider
performing yourself are things that you might not think of every day. Coating your antenna with
graphite helps if your antenna is retractable. Use a q−tip to clean the inside of your vents. Use leather
cleaners for leather surfaces (but remember that not all surfaces in a leather interior are actually

leather; some are just faux leather).

You might realize that you don't need to have car that is spotless. If this is the case, then cleaning your
car at home is an obvious choice. Every once in a while, however, it is nice to do a thorough detailing
job. You can't always drive away in a new car, but you can sometimes drive away in a car that feels
like new.

In the end, choosing to get your car detailed is a personal choice. There is no right or wrong answer. If
you have enough money, and you don't have the time, then having a professional detailer is the
obvious solution. If you don't have the money, consider detailing at home.

Andrew Dillan is an editor at

http://www.theguideto−carloans.com/budgeting_for_a_car/

. For all the

information you need on cars and money, visit The Guide to Car Loans. Find out how to own your
dream car today!

Tips For Dealing With Auto Detailing Shops

By A. Pruder

Communication is the key to a successful result when dealing with auto detailing shops. The first, and
most important, aspect is for the car owner to be prepared to explain their wishes in detail. It may be
helpful to have an idea or photo of the auto detailing that they wish to incorporate into their automobile.
The artists at the auto detailing shop will be able to better understand the owner's idea and wishes if
they are able to clearly relay that through a series of communications and/or photos. For instance, if
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you want stripes applied, be prepared to explain the color and design. Even if you have to sketch an
image or look through an auto detailing guide to get the perfect design, this will be very important in
making sure that you are pleased with the finished product.

While explaining the auto detailing that you want, it will be ideal if the car owner could provide a written
list of the artwork that they want to purchase. It is also important that the car owner not be overly
demanding, but rather allow the auto detailing shop to explain what they can do and how quickly they
can get it done. The detailer is a professional who is knowledgeable with cars and what to look for, so it
will not make the process any quicker if the car owner is suggesting a completion date before the
detailer has had an opportunity to inspect the car.

The car owner should not be embarrassed to ask questions or request more detailed information
regarding auto detailing terms. There is truth in the adage that indicates, "there is no such thing as a
dumb question." It is best for the owner to leave a telephone number, at which he/she may be
contacted, with the auto detailing shop. The best idea is to request an update, cost estimate and
approximate time of completion prior to the actual detail work beginning.

If the auto detailing shop informs the car owner that new embellishments can be applied, the owner
should inquire about warranties and any available guarantee. If either exists, the information should be
provided in writing and a copy given to the car owner for his/her records. It is also a good idea to
inquire about payment options. Some auto detailing shops may allow their customers to make
convenient monthly payments after the work has been done, while many require immediate payment in
the form of cash, money order, check or credit card.

For more information about auto detailing, click the link to visit our website at

http://www.auto−detailing−guide.info

. We have some great free articles and resources about auto

detailing.
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