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Casino Games - Slots
By Adel Awwad
Nothing conjures the mental image of a casino quite like the slot machine. The one—armed bandit is

the first love for experienced gamblers and newcomers alike. What many experienced gambling fans
already know, newcomers often learn the hard way; all slot machines are not created equal.

Nickel slots are by far the most inexpensive way for a newcomer to learn the ropes of casino slot
machine gambling. Many of the features are the same, and there are tricks and techniques the
seasoned gambling aficionado uses to increase fun and, yes, payoffs. Nickel slots may offer lower
payouts, but there is still nothing like the thrill of hitting the jackpot, no matter what machines your
casino offers.

Casinos feature just about everything; “single coin' machines, dollar, and progressive slots. The single
coin machines are just what their name implies; you are gambling one nickel, quarter, or dollar coin.
The dollar slots have a feature where you can play either one coin or more until you reach the
maximum bet. (Some dollar slots take up to six quarters, sometimes even more to reach the max).
These slots usually have higher payouts depending on how many coins you play. Those used to
gambling that maximum amount usually get the best jackpots.

Progressive slots are another type altogether. This is a machine that increases its' big jackpot
depending on how much gambling money has been inserted into the machine up to that point. Some
progressive slots are tied to other machines, while others are standalone. Smart players check the
readouts on progressive slots until they find the machine with the highest payout. Be sure to
double—check the casino guidelines on each machine, as the big money usually doesn't come unless
you bet the maximum.

No matter which machines you prefer; take your time, read the instructions and stick with your
spending limits. If you maintain financial control, you will have quite a bit of fun. In fact, you'll have a
blast!
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Minnesota Casinos
By Adel Awwad

Minnesota casinos are located in the "Land of 10,000 Lakes," a Northern state known for its natural
beauty, cultural attractions, and a prosperous economy. Minnesota, ranked as the "Most Livable State"
in the United States, has a population of over 5,000,000 people and an area of 79,610 square miles.
The capital of Minnesota, St. Paul, with a population of approximately 280,000, is located adjacent to
Minneapolis on the Mississippi River. The two cities are often referred to as the "Twin Cities" of
Minnesota.

There are a number of Minnesota casinos scattered throughout the state, either located on Native
American Tribal land or under Native American jurisdiction. Minnesota has 22 tribal-state regulations
for Minnesota casinos, which allow blackjack, slots, craps, and other video gaming machines, while
separate tribal agreements allow poker and bingo. The Mystic Lake Casino, in Prior Lake, is the largest
in Minnesota, with 125,000 square feet, 4,000 slots, 84 table games, four restaurants, and a hotel. The
Treasure Island Resort and Casino, in Welch, is another large casino, with 116,000 square feet of
gambling area, 2,500 slots, 44 table games, seven restaurants, and a small hotel.

Another popular Minnesota casino is Jackpot Junction, in Morton, with 80,000 square feet, 1,650 slots,
28 table games, with blackjack and poker, as well as nine restaurants and two hotels. In addition,
Minnesota casinos include the Grand Casino Hinckley, with 54,800 square feet, 2,170 slots, 47 table
games, six restaurants, and four hotels; and the Grande Casino Mille Lacs, in Onamia, with 54,800
square feet, 1,885 slots, 24 table games, five restaurants, and two hotels.

Some of the smaller Minnesota casinos include the Fortune Bay Resort Casino, in Tower, with 50,000
square feet, 686 slots, and 12 table games; the Northern Lights Casino, in Walker, with 40,000 square
feet, 950 slots, and 12 table games; and the Fond—-du-Luth Casino, in Duluth, with 20,000 square feet,
745 slots, and four table games. The Prairie Edge Casino Resort, a smaller casino in Granite Falls, has
27,000 square feet, 660 slots, and six table games.

Minnesota casinos do not provide any revenue in the form of taxes to the state of Minnesota. There are
some fees, however, that compensate the state to some extent for inspections and other items in the
tribal agreements. Minnesota is rich in natural attractions, a land of "sky-tinted" waters, with an
economy that might be well be enhanced with the expansion and introduction of more casinos in the
future.
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