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Children's Birthday Parties — A Timeline For A Great Event!

By Annette Yen

Having the best children's birthday party shouldn't be a stressful thing. Follow the timeline below
and your child and you will be the hit of the neighborhood.

About a month before your party you'll want to:

Talk with your child and choose a party theme and/or decide what your "entertainment" will be for the
party. This will help you determine your party budget as well.

Create the guest list. Don't forget to include friends from school, the neighborhood as well as relatives
and more distant friends.

Choose a party date and time. Most children's birthday parties are generally one to two hours long.
Order the general party supplies: tablecloth, tableware, decorations, etc.

Think about games. Keep the ages and personalities of the children as you plan your activities. And
sometimes shorter and simpler parties with one fun activity are best and least stressful.

Two weeks prior to the party make sure you:

Decide on your menu. Are you just having cake and ice cream? Is the party at a mealtime and do you
need to order pizzas or are you cooking yourself, etc.?

Mail the invitations. You will probably need to call everyone that doesn't RSVP. People will forget and
will appreciate the reminder call

Ask for help. If you think you might need some help for party day, ask a couple of the moms of the kids
who are invited to stay and help. Most people would love to, you just need to ask.

One week before party day you should:
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Bake your cake and freeze it. Knowing the cake is done will be such a stress reliever on the big day!
Prepare and freeze any other foods that can be made in advance.

Get an exact guest count. Call any guests who have not responded.

Two days before the party don't forget to:

Get any last minute food items and don't forget candles, matches and FILM!

Check your batteries in your camera and video recorder.

Purchase a small helium tank from your local party or craft store. It's a great thing to keep your children

busy the morning of the party too!

Make up a party timeline for the party day so you don't forget anything.
One day before the party remember to:

Take out food and cake from the freezer.

Do any decorating that you can do in advance

Finish any food preparation that can be done ahead of time.

On the morning of the party day make sure to:

Fill your balloons with helium.

Prepare any foods and beverages that could not be made ahead of time.
Write out your timeline for the day so you don't forget anything.

You don't want to miss out on the memories you'll have with the pictures, so ask a relative or trusted
friend to be responsible for the picture taking.

Relax and enjoy this great day. And then get ready for next year!
Annette Yen and her family are independent crewmembers with Noah's Ark Workshops. They provide
hands on stuffed animal fun for children of all ages at birthday parties and other events. Enter your

children in their birthday club for a free monthly drawing at:

http://www.noahsarkworkshop.com/annetteyen34/?a=kids
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Looking for Birthday Party Ideas? Here are some great ideas.
By Mike Yeager

Having a memorable birthday party means coming up with some great birthday party ideas. If you are
having a birthday party for your child or anyone who is a child at heart, you will want to plan it to be fun
and exciting! Birthday parties are a great excuse to meet friends and family and enjoy a day of laughter
and smiles. Having some basic plans for the day, will make in not only go smoothly, but it will allow the
planner time to enjoy themselves as well.

Think all you need to do is buy a few presents and a cake and call it a day? Doing some extra planning
makes it fun and enjoyable for everyone. For instance, take a few minutes at the nearest craft store or
maybe party supply store and look at all the birthday party supplies available. You will definitely find
things like birthday party invitations and decorations, but you will also find birthday party games and
even birthday party theme ideas! Especially if you are planning a kids birthday party, you will want to
pick a theme. Themes can range from children's characters like EImo and Disney characters to simple
things like horses or cars. Find something that fits the child's tastes and interests well. You can usually
find table clothes, invitations, balloons, birthday party favors, and more to match the theme you have
chosen.

Of course, you can always make the birthday party a surprise! This element works well on just about
anyone. Try doing this with an adult who thinks their birthday has gone unnoticed. Or, a child who
thinks they are just getting a few toys and pizza! What a memory that will be! Don't want a surprise?
Try planning the birthday party as a nice dinner out with just the closest of friends. Find out what their
favorite restaurant is or favorite theme park. Make it a picnic or a day at the beach.

Birthday's aren't just about getting a few gifts. They are about family and friends celebrating the day a
person special to them was born. They are about celebrating the life that person leads and showing
affections and respect. Make it special to that person. While you may enjoy a big party with lots of
people, others would rather a quiet night at home with a few close friends. Great food, great friends
and family, and a day planned in their honor will make any person feel special and feel important. This
is what we hope to gain in a birthday party, right?

Mike Yeager
Publisher
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Looking for Birthday Party Ideas? Here are some great ideas.
Suggestions For Throwing Your Next Birthday Party

Perfect Party Themes

Abracadabra A Great Birthday With A Magician!

Games To Consider When You're Event Planning
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Profitable Puppets

The Art of Kissing

Understanding Incontinence

Help Your Child Succeed In School

Bread And Biscuit Baker's And Sugar—Boiler's Assistant
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