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Chinese Opera

By Jin Huang

Beijing opera, more commonly known as Peking opera to westerners, is deemed the national opera

of China. The accompanying music, singing and costumes are all fascinating and artistic. Full of
Chinese cultural facts, the opera presents to the audience an encyclopedia of Chinese culture as well
as unfolding stories, beautiful paintings, exquisite costumes, graceful gestures and acrobatic fighting.
Since it enjoys a higher reputation than other local operas, almost every province of China has more
than one Beijing Opera troupe, who is called "piaoyou" in Chinese. This kind of opera is so popular
among Chinese people, especially seniors, that even a "Beijing Opera Month" has been declared.

It has existed for over 200 years. It is widely regarded as the highest expression of the Chinese culture.
It is known as one of the three main theatrical systems in the world. Artistically, Beijing Opera is
perhaps the most refined form of opera in the world. It has deeply influenced the hearts of the Chinese
people. Although it is called Beijing Opera, its origins are not in Beijing but in the Chinese provinces of
Anhui and Hubei. Beijing Opera got its two main melodies, Xi_Pi and Er_Huang, from Anhui and Hubei
operas. It then absorbed music and arias from other operas and musical arts in China.

In the ancient times, Beijing Opera was performed mostly on open−air stages in markets, streets,
teahouses or temple courtyards. The orchestra had to play loudly and the performers had to develop a
piercing style of singing, in order to be heard over the crowds. The Beijing opera band mainly consists
of orchestra band and percussion band. The former frequently accompanies peaceful scenes while the
later often follows scenes of war and fighting. The commonly used percussion instruments include
castanets, drums, bells and cymbals. One person usually plays the castanets and the drum
simultaneously, which are the conductor of the whole band.

It is said that the facial painting art derived from the Chinese opera has different origins. But no matter
what its origin is, the facial painting is worth appreciating for its artistic value. The paintings are
presentations of the roles of the characters. For example, a red face usually depicts the role's bravery,
uprightness and loyalty; a white face symbolizes a sinister role's treachery and guile; a green face
describes surly stubbornness, impetuosity and lack of self−restraint. In addition, the pattern of the facial
painting reveals the role's information too. In a word, the unique makeup in the opera allows the
characters on the stage to reveal them voicelessly.
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Liyuan Theater inside Qianmen Hotel in Beijing is an ideal place for you to enjoy some Beijing Opera.

Jin Huang has an interest in Chinese Culture related subjects. If you are interesting in finding out more
information on Chinese Culture, please visit this successful Chinese Cooking site:

http://chinesefood.smartreviewguide.com
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By Jakob Jelling

The Opera alternative by Jakob Jelling

By Jakob Jelling
http://www.sitetube.com

Security flaws have long plagued Internet Explorer (IE), the market−dominating web browser from
Microsoft. IE won the early browser wars, not only because it was free and bundled with Windows, but
because it had some features and capabilities that its only real competitor, Netscape, didn't have. But
the behind−the−scenes programming that makes those features possible is the very coding that also
leaves wide gaps in IE's defenses against viruses and malicious scripting. Among several browser
alternatives for Windows users, the Opera browser stands out in functionality and integration, and is
gaining a wider following as a safer surfing alternative to Internet Explorer.

To be sure, there are other browsers such as the one from Mozilla and their newest release, Firefox.
There are several flavors of IE "overlays", which use the core IE programming for web page display,
and thus aren't any safer than the original IE. (You should of course always use anti−virus software to
protect your PC, regardless of browser. Many viruses arrive as email attachments, and opening those
on a Windows−based PC will cause problems). Among non−IE browsers, it seems to be down to a
two−horse race between Mozilla and Opera.

Opera, from Oslo, Norway, based Opera Software ASA, provides many popular features. An integrated
email client, contact book, bookmarks with searchable notes, tabbed multiple windows, a built−in
password manager, a pop−up blocker, multiple language support, saved sessions, privacy controls,
built−in chat, and the ability to read RSS feeds from within Opera mail make the Opera browser a very
powerful and worthwhile IE replacement candidate.

Unless you have special need for IE, such as a browser toolbar or web interaction software that you
use, there is really no reason not to give Opera a try if you're worried about safe surfing. While Opera
does have a paid version, you can also download a sponsored version (with ads unobtrusively placed
in the browser control area), which is free.

Jakob Jelling is the founder of http://www.sitetube.com. Visit his website for the latest on planning,
building, promoting and maintaining websites.
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